      ACTIVITIES IN CHURCH
Sunday		11.00am  Family Church Service/Communion monthly
			 Curling after Sunday service (twice monthly)

Monday		9.45am U3A Bridge (cancelled   
                                       1.30pm U3A Scottish Dancing
                                       2.00pm  Monday Fellowship (twice monthly)
                                       6.30pm   St John’s Ambulance

Tuesday                  10.00am    Zumba Gold exercise class
                                       11.00am   Pulmonary Rehab Clinic
                                       12.30pm   Pulmonary Fibrosis Support Group 
                                                                  (1st in the month)
			  1.45pm    Sequence  Dance                                      
                                         7.30pm    Huddersfield Miniatures (2nd in month)
			  6.00pm    Huddersfield Choral Society (rehearsals)

Wednesday 		 9.00am     Tumble Tots
			10.00am     Drop-In/Dominoes Coffee morning
			10.00am     Knit & Natter - Lunch 12noon
                                       7.30pm       Friendship Club Dance

Thursday	            9.00am     Childminders
                                        10.00am    U3A Mahjong
			 12.30pm    Pulmonary Rehab Clinic
                                         2.00pm    U3A Social Bridge

Friday	            10.30am   Living Well with Dementia (weekly)
			   1.30pm    Latin Class (Sept-March)
			   2.00pm    Shared Harmonies (weekly)

Saturday		 10.00am-11.30am Coffee Morning
                                         9.00am  Tumble Tots

Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals by arrangement.
Contact: Church Office 01484 430556 email - office@moldgreenurc.org.uk
Enquiries for room hire – email - bookingsformurc@outlook.com
Activities are weekly unless otherwise stated.
U3A classes take place from September through to March. 
Other activities – dramas, musicals, pantomimes and concerts are organised during the year.		
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Mission Statement
“WORKING FOR CHRIST AND 
THE COMMUNITY”
What we believe
We believe in God, source, and sustainer of creation.
We believe in God, revealed in Jesus Christ, the eternal
Word of God made flesh.
We believe in God, ever present in the Holy Spirit who
Brings the Gospel to fruition.
How we achieve our mission
We are a fellowship of people who seek to worship God
through our lives and witness to other people.
We take seriously our responsibility to share our faith and 
Love with others and are seeking avenues of service and mission in our church, homes, community and places of work.
We seek to prepare ourselves for this mission to others 
through our prayers and obedience to God’s will.
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                                                                  April 2026                                                          
Easter Words
Dear Friends
I want to thank all those who came to the Film Lent Sessions. 
I felt we have enjoyed really good faith discussions; that the film gave a good background to the themes of this year’s Lent. The power of teaching and being able to tell your own stories. I am grateful for the times we have spent in Lent Worship. I hope every Sunday has given all of us a chance to be inspired, challenge what we think we know and encouraged us to get closer to Jesus’ message for us in 2026.
Easter and Holy Week is nearly here, and I wish you a further time 
of meditation, reflection, worship and joy. There will be a mediation pack for everyday in Holy week for private reflection and prayer.
Build your life around God’s teachings. Build your life around those who need extra love, service and faith at this time. Build your life in what Christ did for us, that you may speak from truth, beauty and wisdom. 
What Freedom, what Joy and what Grace awaits us.
I leave you with this encouragement - Share the message of Easter, that Jesus in his death, and resurrection; taught us what it is to truly be alive! 
Now and forever! 
Join with me in saying on Easter Sunday
Christ is Risen!         He is risen indeed!      Alleluia                
Rev Sarah Fitton       Amen
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Moldgreen Faith Questions – Ask Anything
Dear Friends,
As you know there is a box at the front of church for all questions, and wonderings you would like answers to. This is how we grow as Christians, by asking questions, listening and discovering all sorts of things about the Character of God or how Christians should live. Today, I thought it right to answer our next question, because it ties in really well with the big topics of Easter – Life, Death and Resurrection.
Question: ‘I believe in Jesus Christ as Saviour, but why is death so frightening?                     Is death the end?’
Thank you to this person who was vulnerable enough to ask this question. You are not alone in feeling torn about believing in Jesus Christ and having anxiety about death and dying. For some of us, we are secure in trusting God, and that wherever we go we know we will be with God. I have often heard people talk so much about heaven that I think you’re in a great rush to get there….and I am not! I am happy to be fully with God when I die, but earthly life is something to be treasured in the here and now.
Why is death so frightening? There are two parts to this answer, the first is, It might not be that the death itself is frightening but how you’re going to die. Let’s be honest we don’t want it to hurt; we don’t want to be brave or be in pain. The best-case scenario is that we all live a long time and die in our beds comfortably of old age. That could happen, but we live in a world where we know that some people die when they are 97 and some die after 2 breaths on this earth. 
We don’t know why. Death has causes, but it is a mystery of when our time comes to an end and how. If we think too much about death it can overshadow our life. We would never go anywhere, do anything or love anyone. But God says life in its fullness on earth and in heaven is full of love. We are created, to live here on earth together under God and serve one another. God wants us to experience everything we can, and then we return to him.
The second part of this answer is death is frightening because we
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only have the experience of life on earth. We have no earthly 
experience in our minds or bodies to prepare us for what death will feel like or how to live outside of the bodies we have been given till now.  We may well think like the disciples…in John 14 v 1 – 8
  
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”
Jesus the Way to the Father
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know[b] my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
We don’t need to be frightened by death and Jesus aims to always comfort us by his words, show us the way to eternal life. Eternal life though unseen it is secure. Jesus is preparing the way. We have always been included in God’s plans and through Jesus on the Cross and in his resurrection, we are now given a straight path to eternal life. Although the details of eternity are unknown, we need not feel fear, because our destination will be with the only constant thing in our lives now – with Jesus Christ. We can’t help but be like Philip that says ‘Lord, show us the father and that will be enough for us’ Jesus answers – ‘Don’t you know me’. What Jesus says can be directed to us today – remember, I have lived with you such a long time, and you know me. Jesus is the visible God, the revelation of what God is like. We can trust him and know that where we are going is not frightening but a place full of God’s love. 
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Is death the end? From a Christian faith perspective, no, death is not the end. Death is something we all will have to give ourselves over to – the experience of earth will end, but we move then into the promise of eternal life. Easter is the time of year, when we look at what Jesus did for us, and why we say or sing in our hymns that death has lost its sting. Death has been conquered because Jesus was crucified, died and on the third day rose from the grave. 
His resurrection gave us new life, reconciled us with God and by grace given each one of us eternal life. Resurrection means that death is not the end and we wake into eternity. To believe Jesus Christ is Saviour is to believe that death is not the end. As his believers we will be forgiven, be transformed into a new existence now and not yet. We will like so many before us, have comfort that we will move into a spiritual new life. If you are not at a stage where you believe this promise is for you, and are worried about facing your mortality, know that God understands, it’s not easy for us to let go of this world, God understands that we need guidance and time.
So, just like the disciples he gave us Jesus, to prepare us. Look at the ways in which Jesus comforted, explained and appeared to his friends. Look to the gospels they show us what Jesus did and what happened after Easter Sunday. His appearances of the resurrection to speak to those he loved of the safety and truth of God’s promises. These stories are there to remind us of the love and safety that are afforded to us as believers of the faith. Now and always.          Amen

Faith Film Questions: 
If you missed the film club film in March but would like to catch up,
The film was ‘Good Will Hunting’ and here are the following faith questions to explore as you watch the film. 
Here are the Questions for Good Will Hunting
· What is the difference between intelligence and education?
· It is so easy to misjudge people because they don’t have ‘polite’ exterior, consider a time you misjudged someone. How did you react?
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· Reflect on the tool of therapy. How did it affect Will’s behaviour and attitude? How did it affect the various therapists? What did Sean McGuire do to inspire trust and hold boundaries with Will?
· How does the effects of trauma hold Will back in his adult life?
· Look at the following relationships that Will has throughout the film, which ones do you think significantly care for him and how?
Skyla        Sean Maguire        Chuckie           Professor Lambeau
· Is everyone worth chasing down to reach? Is everyone worth taking the time to understand and create a relationship with? What experiences do you have of love, friendship and forgiveness? What does God say to those who are broken, sinners, in pain and downtrodden?

News of the church family
We hope you are all keeping well, it is lovely to see our regular congregation on a Sunday and those from our Waverley pastorate who join us occasionally, and not forgetting our ‘zoomers’ at home, plus new people who we have welcomed, as well four new people who were welcomed into the church membership on 22nd February. We also welcome our regular groups and new groups who hire space during the week.
We do hope you will continue to pray for all our church fellowship, friends and family, our local community, and the wider world. 
Please continue to remember our members and friends. Margaret Hines and Audrey Greenwood, who are both in residential homes living near their families and those who live at home and are not able to come to church.
Margaret Hines will be celebrating her 100th birthday on May 5th and we send our love and prayers on her special day. 
If you are able, please do keep in touch with people, a telephone call and a chat is always welcome. 
It has been lovely to see June Atkinson at church, when she is able and she sometimes pops up at the Saturday Coffee Morning.
Tony Rose is still in hospital, and we send him and his wife Mary our love and prayers. 
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Please continue to remember others in our fellowship who are going through serious health problems, and we send our love and prayers to them all.
We ask you to remember and pray for all these people mentioned and others known to you who are unwell or experiencing difficulties.
Please remember those who are caring for their loved ones and those of our fellowship, pastorate, family, and friends who have been bereaved.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN APRIL
April 1st      Drop-In/dominoes and coffee 10.00am-12noon
                  There will not be Knit & Natter or lunch 
April 2nd      Joint Maundy Thursday Service 7.00pm at 
                   Salvation Army Church next to the Focal Hub
April 3rd      Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
April 3rd      Waverley URC Service 3.00pm at Castle Hill 
April 4th      Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
April 5th      Easter Sunday Service & Communion 11.00am
                  10.00am to11.00am drop in for coffee and hot cross
                  buns. 12noon join us to decorate the Easter Cross in 
                  the church garden
                  Curling after the church service
April 6th      Marvellous Mondays Crafts, Games and Food
                  12.30pm-3.00pm
April 8th      Drop-In/dominoes tea and coffee 10.00am-12noon
                   Knit & Natter – Lunch at 12noon
April 10th     Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
April 11th     Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
April 12th     Family Church Service 11.00am
April 13th     Monday Fellowship 2.00pm
April 15       Drop-In/dominoes tea and coffee 10.00am-12noon
                    Knit & Natter – Lunch at 12noon
April 17th      Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
April 18th      Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
April 19th      Family Church Service 11.00am
                    Curling after the church service
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April 21st      Planter Tidy Session 10.00am
April 22nd     Drop-In/dominoes tea and coffee 10.00am-12noon
                    Knit & Natter – Lunch at 12noon
April 24th      Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
April 25th      Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
April 26th      Family Church Service 11.00am
April 27th      Monday Fellowship 2.00pm    
April 29th      Drop-In/dominoes tea and coffee 10.00am
                    Knit & Natter – Lunch at 12noon   

Church meeting dates for your diary
Elders meeting – 5th May on zoom
Church meetings 10th May, 23rd August, 22nd November all after 
the Sunday services.  
Christian Aid Week 10th – 16th May
  
SUNDAY SERVICES IN APRIL
All services start at 11.00am unless indicated
April 5th     Easter Sunday Service/Communion Rev Sarah Fitton
                 Curling after the church service
April 12th   Family Church Service 11.00am - Ian Byfield
April 19th   Worship Group – Hymns, Readings and Poems
                 Curling after the church service
April 26th   Family Church Service – Rev Sarah Fitton

FLOWERS IN CHURCH FOR APRIL & MAY
April 5th     Julie Lindley
April 12th   Adrian and Susan Hinchcliffe
April 19th   John and Jean North
April 26th    Ian and Jean Whitehead
May 3rd      Margaret Ellis
May 10th    Donation
May 17th    Barbara Brook
May 24th    Chris and Julie
May 31st    Joint Pastorate Service at Waverley URC 
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DUTY ELDERS IN APRIL & MAY
April 5th      Jean Whitehead
April 12th    John North
April 19th     Christine Hall
April 26th     Janet Straughan
May 3rd        Jo Mawdsley
May 10th      Julie Johnston
May 17th      Mark Binns
May 24th      Jean Whitehead
May 31st      Joint Pastorate Service at Waverley URC

Marvellous Mondays
Monday 30th March 12.30-3.00pm Marvellous Monday’s holiday activities.  
Monday 6th April 12.30-3.00pm Marvellous Monday’s holiday activities. 
If you can volunteer to help, please speak to Helen.

Big Day Out
Saturday 16th May is Yorkshire Synod’s Big Day Out at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park. A fun-filled day of activities, worship and a chance to enjoy the beauty of the park. Tickets are just £5.50 for adults and children are free. Helen is organizing a free coach which will pick up from the FOCAL Centre and Moldgreen URC. Speak to Helen if you’d like tickets. If you don’t want to go on the coach, you are welcome to make your own way there.
Tesco Food Collections
Five days a week we receive donations of surplus goods from the Tesco Express store on Long Lane which go into our community food cupboard or are used for groups. If anyone who has transport and  would be able to collect a box of items on an occasional basis (particularly when Helen is on holiday) it would be appreciated. The boxes aren’t normally heavy but if needed staff will help you load them into your car. Donations need to be collected between 7am and 10am. If you may be able to help occasionally, please speak to Helen.
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Prayer Chain
Over many years a few of our fellowship have been part of a prayer chain and committed to pray at times of greater need.  Once a need was recognised the chain was set in motion and members contacted each other by telephone, to pray. Well, times change – we can now do this by email. A group of the original members and elders have agreed to pray by request.
Sarah has kindly written a prayer to help us along. If at any time you would like to request prayer for yourself or others, please contact Jo Mawdsley who will circulate the request. If you have family or friends or know of other people in need of prayer, you may find the prayer helpful to use on an individual level.                             
PRAYER CHAIN PRAYER
Lord, I lift up this prayer to you because,
I believe in your powerful healing touch,
That, when all our strength is gone from body, mind and soul,
We can rely on you to care for what needs to be cared for,
Heal what needs to be healed.
Hold close, the person (s) we are praying for,
We ask you to lay your presence of calm, love and light
Over them and we entrust their difficulties to you.
As your disciples we pray in and through Jesus’ name.    Amen

KNIT AND NATTER UPDATE

The Knit and Natter ladies have been very busy over the winter months, supporting both local and national initiatives with their generosity and creativity. 
One of the contributions was supporting the WI (National Federation) by knitting poppies for the Normandy display planned for 2026. An impressive 186 poppies were knitted by the group, helping to create a meaningful and respectful tribute.
MURC also joined with three other local Knit and Natter groups - Dalton St Paul's, Dalton Library and Kirkheaton Community - alongside community midwives and Dalton Together to put baby items together to
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help new mums and babies in the local area. From cosy cardigans and tiny hats to snug booties, gloves and soft blankets, every piece has been lovingly made to help keep new babies warm. 
This wonderful community effort highlights the generosity, skill and kindness of our local residents and Dalton Together is incredibly proud to everyone who has contributed.   These projects highlight that: 
"TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE GOOD THINGS HAPPEN"

29th March - Palm Sunday, Jesus at the gates of Jerusalem
Holy Week began with Palm Sunday, when the Church remembers how Jesus arrived at the gates of Jerusalem just a few days before the Passover was due to be held. He was the Messiah come to His own people in their capital city, and yet He came in humility, riding on a young donkey, not in triumph, riding on a war-horse.  
As Jesus entered the city, the crowds gave Him a rapturous welcome, throwing palm fronds into His path. They knew His reputation as a healer, and they welcomed Him. But sadly, the welcome was short-lived and shallow, for Jerusalem would soon reject her Messiah, and put Him to death. On this day churches worldwide will distribute little crosses made from palm fronds in memory of Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem.

Resurrection life
Did you have ‘a good Lent’? Were you able to make the journey with Jesus through the turmoil of those last days of His earthly ministry as He set His face to go to Jerusalem, knowing He would be killed there? I find the Lenten journey, particularly Holy Week (the week leading up to the crucifixion) harrowing, and by 3 o’clock on Good Friday - the hour at which Jesus traditionally died. 
All of which makes Easter Day and the weeks that follow, with the joy and reality of new life, so much the sweeter. No wonder Christians make this the most important day of the year - much more so than Christmas. God, in the resurrection of Jesus, has vindicated the way of love, truth, sacrifice and service, kindness and hope over the self-serving and grubby ways that seek power, self-advancement, privilege, hatred and division. Hallelujah!  
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Enjoy your Easter eggs, your Easter bonnets, your egg-pacing; in fact, have a great Easter. But don’t let the Resurrection pass you by. It’s the gateway to what Jesus calls ‘life in all its fullness’.
Rev Roy Shaw – Source/Parish Pump
5th April - EASTER, the most joyful day of the year
Easter is the most joyful day of the year for Christians. Christ has died for our sins. We are forgiven. Christ has risen!  We are redeemed! We can look forward to an eternity in His joy! Hallelujah!  
The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple that you can explain it to someone in a few minutes. It is so profound that for the rest of their lives they will still be ‘growing’ in their Christian walk with God.
Why does the date move around so much? Because the date of Passover moves around, and according to the biblical account, Easter is tied to the Passover. Passover celebrates the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt, and it lasts for seven days, from the middle of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which equates to late March or early April.
Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar calendar to come up with firm dates for the first Good Friday: Friday 7th April 30 AD or Friday 3rd April, 33 AD with Easter Day falling two days later. Modern scholars continue to think these two Fridays to be the most likely.  
Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the Spring Equinox, which is broadly true. But the precise calculations are complicated and involve something called an ‘ecclesiastical full moon’, which is not the same as the moon in the sky. 
The earliest possible date for Easter in the West is 22nd March, which last fell in 1818. The latest is 25th April, which last happened in 1943.  

1st April - Fooling Around     
Probably the most famous April Fool’s joke of all time was the 1960’s BBC TV broadcast feature on the spaghetti farms of Italy. A BBC reporter interviewed Italian farmers about their work and the progress of the spaghetti plants in detail. Spaghetti plants were filmed being carefully planted and then being harvested. And all in the BBC’s most serious documentary manner. It took a while to appreciate that this was Aunty
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playing games. The odd thing is that no one is quite sure of the origin of this very British tradition. Most attribute it to changes in Britain’s calendar in the 1700s, when New Year’s Day moved from 25th March to 1st January.
Not surprisingly, the change caused a lot of confusion and mistakes around the start of April. Others look even further back, to the ancient Roman feast of Hilaria, when the goddess Cybele was celebrated with pranks and jokes around the Spring Equinox, 25th March. 

If you suspect a lot of people in your church love chocolate, this may be of interest!
A history of our Easter chocolate 
Chocolate.  Just a mention of the word can trigger off all kinds of emotions:  craving, greed, passion. Few foods have the ability to get such a hold on people.  As you buy your Easter eggs and bunnies and whatever else this month, here are some of the facts of chocolate:
Where does chocolate come from?	Chocolate is made from the seeds of the tropical cacao tree, theobroma cacao.  The Greek word ‘theobroma’ means literally ‘food of the gods’. The Cacao Tree is found in Latin America. 
Who first discovered it?	The Aztecs. The cacao beans were used to prepare a hot, frothy beverage with stimulant and restorative properties, something like hot chocolate.  
Who was (probably) the first chocoholic?	The Emperor Montezuma.  He drank 50 goblets a day of the frothy drink.
Who used chocolate as currency?	The Aztecs. 100 cacao beans would buy a slave; 12 cacao beans bought the services of a courtesan, etc.
When did chocolate as we know it today begin?	Surprisingly, not until 1879. That year Rodolphe Lindt had the inspired idea of triglyceride cocoa butter. The cocoa butter in chocolate contains saturated fat, but a normal level of consumption doesn’t have any bad effects.  
At what point does a chocolate lover become a chocoholic? It is generally considered to be when a person feels impelled to consume 12 or more 60gram bars of chocolate per week!!!  But scientists agree that occasional over-indulging will cause no long-term problems… except perhaps around your waistline!                          
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How to get the best from your chocolate:
Keep your chocolate cool (16 – 18 degrees Centigrade) and in a dry, airtight place.  If you are drinking tea or coffee, don’t bother with expensive chocolates – you won’t be able to appreciate them properly! Never put your chocolate in the fridge, let it warm to room temperature for a couple of hours before you eat it. Bring out the full flavour of chocolate by drinking water with it.  

CAP turns 30, and looks back on tens of thousands of people freed from debt
The well-known charity Christians Against Poverty (CAP) is celebrating its 30th anniversary this year.
It was in Bradford, back in 1996, that a local Christian, John Kirkby, felt called to leave his career in finance, and use his knowledge to help local people deep in debt. 
With a modest donation and a lot of faith, John set out to make himself available to parents who couldn’t feed their children, families facing eviction and desperate people living without hope. John used his expertise to negotiate with creditors, set up budgeting systems and offer a lifeline to those trapped in debt.
But John knew that people all over the country were struggling in a similar way. And so soon, he began looking to expand the work across the UK. With the vital ingredients of a church to partner with, a passionate person to be trained as a debt counsellor and the faith that God would provide, four new CAP centres were opened at the end of 1998.
Since then, CAP has rapidly grown its Debt Centre network, with services to tackle the causes of debt and poverty also introduced.  
Its Debt Help department offers practical advice on how to live well on a low income, through CAP Life Skills groups, as well as supporting people stepping into employment through CAP Job Clubs. Through a UK-wide network of CAP projects, it has a vision of transformed lives, thriving churches and an end to UK poverty. 
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CAP has been accredited by the Money and Pensions Service and has won national awards for excellence. Over the past 30 years, it has helped tens of thousands of families and individuals to break free from debt
and poverty.  Today CAP provides free debt counselling, job clubs, and life skills training through local churches. The service is open to anyone who needs it. Go to: https://capuk.org

MONDAY FELLOWSHIP

Once more we welcomed Margaret Newman to our Fellowship meeting early March and again she enthralled us with another one of her talks, on this occasion holidays and away days involving various modes of transport; this brought back many memories of our younger days in the countryside. Later during the month George Binns challenged us with the picture quiz that we didn’t have during January due to bad weather. Very difficult this time with its greater emphasis on sport, nevertheless the winning team manages 30 points out of 50 not up to the usual standard; must do better next time. A bit like my school report.
One more meeting on the last day of March with Chris Horn’s presentation “Ah! I remember it well” so please come along to this one. Two meetings during April Dennis’s Beetle drive and another visit from David Glover. This time about the Duke of Wellington and his various exploits all the way to Waterloo. 
The Fellowship meetings during the next three months are as follows: -
30th March    Chris Horn – “Ah! I remember it well”.
13th April       Dennis Goude – Beetle Drive.
27th  “            David Glover – The Duke of Wellington. All the way to Waterloo.
11th May       John Startin – Musical Introductions.
25th   “           Spring Bank holiday – No meeting.
8th June        George Binns – “Alphabet Quiz”.
22nd June     Lydia Muchemwa (To be confirmed)
All meetings begin at 2pm in the small meeting room and ends about 4pm after having coffee and biscuits.                    George Binns
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ACROSS 
1	Relating to the whole universe (6) 
4	The disciple who made the remark in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6) 
8	‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I will not believe 	it
           (John 20:25) (2,3) 
9	He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll containing Jeremiah’s   
	Message (Jeremiah 36:25) (7) 
10	Baptist minister and controversial founder of America’s Moral 
           Majority, Jerry — (7)
11	‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)
12	Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9) 
17	Port from which Paul sailed on his last journey to Rome 
           (Acts 27:3–4) (5)
19	‘Moses was not aware that his face was — because he had spoken   
	with the Lord’ (Exodus 34:29) (7)
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21	Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7)
22	Grill (Luke 24:42) (5)
23	‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the — apostles’ 
           (Acts 1:26) (6)
24	‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in — and you came to
            visit me’ (Matthew 25:36) (6)

DOWN
1	Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6) 	
2	Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7)
3	Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5) 
5	For example, the Crusades (4,3)
6	11 Across is certainly this (5) 
7	He reps (anag.) (6) 
9	Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9)
13	Man who asked the question in 11 Across was in charge of all
          her treasury (Acts 8:27) (7)
14	They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7) 
15	The human mind or soul (6) 
16	‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war increase; their bread is — ’ (Graham Kendrick) (6)
18	‘We played the flute for you, and you did not — ’ 
           (Matthew 11:17) (5) 
20	Bared (anag.) (5)
Answers for Crossword on page 24


SATURDAY COFFEE MORNING
Saturday Coffee dates in April – 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
from 10.00am to 11.30am. All welcome.
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All in the month of April
400 years ago, on 9th April 1626 that Francis Bacon, philosopher and politician, died. He served as Attorney General of England and Wales (1613-17) and then Lord High Chancellor of England (1617-21). Known as the ‘Father of Empiricism’, as his works influenced the scientific revolution in Europe.
125 years ago, on 3rd April 1901 that Richard D’Oyly Carte, theatrical impresario, died.  He built the Savoy Theatre and the Palace Theatre in London, managed some of the most important theatrical stars of the era, and founded a touring opera company. 
Also 125 years ago, on 15th April 1901 that Joe Davis, snooker and billiards player was born.  He co-founded the World Snooker Championship in 1927 and won the first 15 championships. 
100 years ago, on 6th April 1926 that the Revd Ian Paisley, Baron Bannside, Northern Irish politician and Protestant evangelical minister was born. Leader of the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) from 1971-2008, and then First Minister of Northern Ireland in 2007-08. 
Also 100 years ago, on 21st April 1926 that Queen Elizabeth II was born.
90 years ago, on 23rd April 1936 that Roy Orbison, American singer, songwriter and musician was born. Best known for Oh, Pretty Woman, Crying, Only the Lonely, and many more.  
80 years ago, on 2nd April 1946 that Sue Townsend, writer and humourist, was born. Best known for her Adrian Mole series of novels.  
75 years ago, on 2nd April 1951 that General Dwight D Eisenhower (later US President) became NATO’s first Supreme Allied Commander.  He assumed command of all Allied forces in the Western Mediterranean and Europe.  
Also 75 years ago, on 17th April 1951 that the Peak District National Park was established. It was Britain’s first National Park.
70 years ago, on 18th April 1956 that American film actress Grace Kelly married Prince Rainier III of Monaco and became Princess Grace of Monaco.
65 years ago, on 10th April 1961 that South African golfer Gary Player became the first non-American to win the Masters Tournament in Augusta, Georgia.                                         page 18

Also 65 years ago, on 12th April 1961 that Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first person in space and the first person to orbit the Earth. 
60 years ago, on 10th April 1966 that Evelyn Waugh died. This satirical novelist, biographer, and travel writer is best known for Decline and Fall, A Handful of Dust, Brideshead Revisited, and Sword of Honour.
50 years ago, on 3rd April 1976 that the UK won the 1976 Eurovision Song Contest with Save Your Kisses for Me by Brotherhood of Man.
Also 50 years ago, on 7th April 1976 that politician John Stonehouse, who infamously had tried to fake his own death in 1974, resigned from the Labour Party, leaving the government in a minority. After his death in 1988 it was revealed that he had been a Czech spy since 1962.
40 years ago, on 11th April 1986 that Halley’s Comet made its closest approach to Earth during its most recent visit. It will return to Earth’s vicinity in 2061 and 2134.
Also 40 years ago, on 17th April 1986 that TV journalist John McCarthy was kidnapped in Beirut, Lebanon by the militant group Islamic Jihad. Released 1991.
Also 40 years ago, on 24th April 1986 that Wallis Simpson, Duchess of Windsor and American wife of Prince Edward, formerly King Edward VIII, died. 
Also 40 years ago, on 26th April 1986 that the Chernobyl disaster took place in Ukraine, then within the Soviet Union. It was the world’s worst nuclear power plant accident, killing 31 people outright, and leaking radiation across the western Soviet Union and Europe.
30 years ago, on 1st April 1996 that during the BSE (‘mad cow disease’) outbreak, the government announced that it would begin slaughtering all cattle over the age of 30 months to eradicate the disease. In the end, 80,000 cattle were slaughtered.
25 years ago, on 7th April 2001 that NASA launched its Mars Odyssey spacecraft to search for evidence of water and volcanic activity on Mars. It found water and ice below the surface.
20 years ago, on 6th April 2006 that the first case of H6N1 avian flu (bird flu) in the UK was confirmed, following tests on a dead swan found in Fife.
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15 years ago, on 29th April 2011 that Prince William and Catherine (Kate) Middleton were married at Westminster Abbey in London. They were given the titles Duke and Duchess of Cambridge.
10 years ago, on 20th April 2016 that Victoria Wood, comedian, actress, singer and songwriter died.  Remembered for Victoria Wood as seen on TV.
Also 10 years ago, on 22nd April 2016 that the Paris Agreement on Climate Change was signed. It came into effect on 4th November 2016.

26th April:	Mark, disciple, apostle, writer of the second gospel  
Mark, whose home in Jerusalem became a place of rest for Jesus and His 12 apostles, is considered the traditional author of the second gospel. He is also usually identified as the young man, described in Mark 14:51, who followed Christ after his arrest and then escaped capture by leaving his clothes behind.
Papias, in 130, said that in later years Mark became Peter’s interpreter. If so, then this close friendship would have been how Mark gathered so much information about Jesus’ life. Peter referred to him affectionately as his ‘son’.  
Mark was also a companion to Paul on his journeys.  When Paul was held captive at Rome, Mark was with him, helping him. Mark’s Gospel, most likely written in Italy, perhaps in Rome, is the earliest account we have of the life of Jesus.  Mark died about 74 AD.
Early in the 9th century Mark’s body was brought to Venice, whose patron he became, and there it has remained to this day. The symbol of Mark as an evangelist is the lion and is much in evidence in Venice.
Let hallelujahs wake the earth!
Let bell-sound rend the skies!
For Christ has won our second birth
By His triumphant rise!
The empty tomb, the open door
Proclaim the darkness gone.
Death was defeated evermore
                                             On Easter’s glorious dawn!            By Nigel Beeton
page 20

What’s orange, sticky and worth preserving?  
This month sees National Marmalade Week (18th – 25th April). If you really want to celebrate, go to Dalemain Mansion and Gardens in Cumbria, where they hold the World Marmalade Awards & Festival. It celebrates, preserves and promotes artisanal marmalades, with thousands of entries. (Even Paddington Bear will be in attendance!)
If you like marmalade, ever wonder where it comes from?   One tradition traces it to a storm-damaged Spanish ship which took refuge in Dundee Harbour in 1700. It was full of Seville oranges that the captain was desperate to sell before they went mouldy. A local down-on-luck merchant, one James Keiller, bought the lot. He didn’t know what to do with the oranges either, but fortunately he had a resourceful wife. She set about turning a shipload of Seville oranges into a preserve, and so the first marmalade factory was born.
Marmalade has been at the heart of British breakfasts for centuries. Winston Churchill fought the Second World War on it (washed down with a flute of Pol Roger each morning).  DH Lawrence wrote novels on it. Paddington Bear’s sandwiches were all marmalade. If you also want to get your fingers sticky, visit: www.marmaladeawards.com.


Resurrection Prayer - By Daphne Kitching
Loving Father,
Thank you for Jesus; for His life and death, but most of all for His resurrection, which makes all things new and possible.
Thank you for the reality that He defeated death by His work on the Cross and offers life forever with Him to all who believe in Him and receive Him into their lives as Lord and Saviour. Thank you for that incomprehensible but very real resurrection peace that we can know even in our darkest times by the presence of your Holy Spirit in us.
In joy and thankfulness, we praise and honour you this Eastertime.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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If you have any material or news of the church family you would like including in the MAY magazine, please give material to Jean Whitehead by hand, post or email to office@moldgreenurc.org.uk on or before SUNDAY  19th APRIL for the magazine deadline.


RECYCLING
There is a basket in the church entrance where you may deposit any  old Christmas cards/Birthday cards etc and we are also recycling plastic sweet tubs e.g. Heroes, Celebrations etc, empty of course!

SUNDAY COFFEE/TEA JAR
Donations for our Sunday Coffee Jar for this year will be going to Kirkwood Hospice.
Don’t forget to pop some pennies in.

 
 



 






DON’T FORGET TO PUT YOUR CLOCKS FORWARD
ONE HOUR ON SATURDAY 28TH MARCH

[image: 6,700+ Clocks Forward Stock Photos, Pictures & Royalty-Free ...]
[image: ]
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HAPPY   EASTER

Not all of us can do great things
but we can do small things with great love
[image: ]
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Palm waving
It was Palm Sunday, but five-year-old Jamie stayed at home with mum because of a bad cold. When his father and sisters returned, they were carrying several palm fronds. His sister explained: “People held them over Jesus' head as He walked by.”  “That’s not fair!” Jamie protested. “The one Sunday I don't go, and He shows up!” 
Hot
What do you call a chocolate bunny that was out in the sun too long? A runny bunny.

Don’t break’em
There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in another part of the country. "Is there anything breakable in here?" asked the postal clerk.   The lady paused for a moment. "Only the Ten Commandments," she said politely.
 
The Lord is my Shepherd
A Sunday school teacher decided to have her young class memorise one of the most quoted passages in the Bible, Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn the Psalm, but little Charles did not find it easy to memorise much of anything. On the day that the children were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the congregation, Charles stepped up to the microphone and began proudly, "The Lord is my Shepherd….” He knew that much, but the rest of the Psalm suddenly deserted him.  So, he concluded bravely: “… and that's all I need to know." 
Answers to the crossword
ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell. 
11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, Centaur. 
22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison. 
DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist. 
7, Sphere. 9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, Psyche. 
16, Stolen. 18, Dance. 20, Debar. 
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JESUS - DONKEY « PALMS
HOSANNA - PILATE - THORNS
CRUCIFY « NAIL - CROSS
QUAKE - DEATH - BURY
TOMB « STONE « EMPTY
ANGEL - MARY « HEAVEN

CN}ISEN « ALIVE - GOD
GOOD NEWS - CHRIST
SAVIOUR - EASTER - JOY
I

EASTER WITNESS - | WAS THERE

l handed Jesus over
to be crucified

Read
Mark 15:16-32

| laid his body
in my tomb

Read
Matthew
27:62-66

and spoke
to the angel

Jesus is alive!
He ate a meal with me!
ﬁ ; Read Luke 24:13-35
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