


ACTIVITIES IN CHURCH
Sunday		   11.00am   Family Church Service
                                                          Communion monthly
			         Curling after Sunday service (twice monthly)

Monday		   9.45am    U3A Bridge Class
                                          10.00am-12.00 -   Bee connected (weekly)      
   1.30pm    U3A Scottish Dancing
			   2.00pm    Monday Fellowship (twice monthly)
			   6.30pm    St John’s Ambulance

Tuesday                     10.00am   Zumba Gold exercise class
                                          11.00am   Pulmonary Rehab Clinic
			   1.45pm    Sequence Dance 
                                          7.30pm    Huddersfield Miniatures (2nd in month)
			   6.00pm    Huddersfield Choral Society (rehearsals)

Wednesday 		  9.00am     Tumble Tots
			 10.00am     Drop-In Coffee morning/dominoes
			 10.00am     Knit & Natter - Lunch 12noon
                                         7.30pm      Friendship Club Dance

Thursday                     10.00am     U3A Mahjong
			 12.30pm     Pulmonary Rehab Clinic
                                        12.30pm     Pulmonary Fibrosis Support Group 
                                                                  (1st in the month)
                                        2.00pm       U3A Social Bridge

Friday	           10.30am      Living Well with Dementia (weekly)
			 1.30pm       Latin Class
                                        2.00pm      Shared Harmonies (weekly)
			
Saturday		 10.00am-11.30am Coffee Morning   
                                         9.00am Tumble      Tots

Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals by arrangement.
Contact: Church Office 01484 430556 email - office@moldgreenurc.org.uk
Enquiries for room hire – email - bookingsformurc@outlook.com
Activities are weekly unless otherwise stated.
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Mission Statement
“WORKING FOR CHRIST AND 
THE COMMUNITY”
What we believe
We believe in God, source, and sustainer of creation.
We believe in God, revealed in Jesus Christ, the eternal
Word of God made flesh.
We believe in God, ever present in the Holy Spirit who
Brings the Gospel to fruition.
How we achieve our mission
We are a fellowship of people who seek to worship God
through our lives and witness to other people.
We take seriously our responsibility to share our faith and 
Love with others and are seeking avenues of service and mission in our church, homes, community, and places of work.
We seek to prepare ourselves for this mission to others 
through our prayers and obedience to God’s will.
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Dear Moldgreen,
We have just celebrated a wonderful 
and delightful January where everything renews after Christmas. We put away our decorations and use our presents, break our New Year resolutions and get back to the rhythm of routine. 
We now enter into our second month of the year, February, which we know is often called the month of love. This year I would like us to reflect each day of February, as the month of healing and redeeming love, because that is precisely what we see in the ministry of Jesus over our period of Lent.
This is a special time for all of us, a time to revisit the stories of the Gospels, turning the pages of the Bible that tell us of the healing and loving nature of God through Jesus’ actions and lessons. Hopefully from these readings you will discover that you as a follower of Jesus can to use this period of Lent to restore healing and love to those around you, whether it is praying, visiting, acts of kindness and friendship.
You may want to use this time to draw closer to your relationships with family and friends. 
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You could use this time to heal your disciplines of worship and faith life with the living love of God. Come prepared for God to shape you and guide you as you look towards Holy Week and all Jesus did for us on the Cross.
Christ Jesus, open new pathways to our hearts and assuring us in ways beyond words, let us wander alongside you as you show us your ways, truth and life.
Amen.
The focus of this year’s Lent will be a looking at the theme of Jesus as Loving teacher and the Gospel Writings of Freedom. We shall be running a Lent course in March. The dates and times are to follow but I encourage you to come along to the following, it would be so lovely to see you.  
Lent through Film: We will be watching the film ‘Freedom Writers’ cert 12. 
It is a film based on a real-life event that happened in American in the 1990s. A classroom of students who find it hard to learn and navigate life are given a new teacher who gives them the one thing they need the most: a voice. It is a story about power of freedom, unity, struggle, transformation and a teacher who makes time to see and understand those in front of her.  
The Lent course will be split into 3 parts and hosted by Moldgreen URC. 
1st Session: Screening of the Full Movie
2nd Session: Role of the Loving Teacher
3rd Session: Faith and the Freedom Writer
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The sessions will always follow the same format every week.
We shall meet, with coffee and biscuits on offer. We shall watch a clip of the movie. Discuss the clip together and then look at some questions in a small group. We shall feedback on what we think, what we would like to share on the theme and then finish in a prayer. We are using the film to talk about what happens to the characters and how that links to our daily lives with God through Lent.
All are welcome and it will be fun and relaxing and hopeful we learn from each other. We will be excited to see you!
Rev Sarah Fitton

News of the church family
We hope you are all keeping well, it is lovely to see our regular congregation on a Sunday and those from our Waverley pastorate who join us and not forgetting our ‘zoomers’ at home, plus new people who we have welcomed to church as well. We also welcome our regular groups and new groups who hire space during the week.
We do hope you will continue to pray for all our church fellowship, friends and family, our local community, and the wider world. 
Please continue to remember our members and friends, 
Margaret Hines and Audrey Greenwood, who are both in residential homes and living nearer to their families. We also remember those who live at home and are not able to come to church. If you are able, please do keep in touch with people, a telephone call and a chat is always appreciated.    
It is with great sorrow to announce the death of Alan Atkinson on 11th December in hospital.His funeral was on 14th January at Moldgreen URC. Alan was a member at Hillhouse URC and was a church Elder and a Lay Preacher, going to many churches over the years. When
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Hillhouse was closed most of the members came to Moldgreen URC
along with Alan and June. He became an Elder at Moldgreen and quite often preached for us. He loved his music, watching rugby, had a great sense of humour and was a true gentleman, always with words of wisdom and very proud of his family. We send our deepest sympathy to June and all the family members at this sad time and all his many friends.   
Please continue to remember many others in our fellowship who are going through difficult health problems, and we send our love and
prayers to them all. We ask you to remember and pray for all these people mentioned and others known to you who are unwell or 
experiencing difficulties. Remember those who are caring for their loved ones and those of our fellowship, pastorate, family, and friends who have been bereaved.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN FEBRUARY
Feb 1st          Family Church Service 11.00am
                     Followed by curling after the service
Feb 2nd         Monday Fellowship 2.00pm
Feb 4th          Drop In from 10.00am/Knit & Natter- Lunch at 12.00am
Feb 6th          Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
Feb 7th          Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
Feb 8th          Family Church Service 11.00am
Feb 11th        Drop In from 10.00am/Knit & Natter- Lunch at 12.00
                     + Film Club
Feb 13th        Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
Feb 14th        Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
                     St.Valentines Day
Feb 15th        Family Church Service 11.00am
                     Followed by curling after the service
Feb 16th        Half Term Family Fun - 12.30pm-3.00pm
Feb 16th        Monday Fellowship 2.00pm
Feb 17th        Shrove Tuesday
Feb 18th        Ash Wednesday
Feb 18th        Drop In from 10.00am/Knit & Natter-Lunch at 12.00am
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Feb 19th        Finance & Elders meeting 9.30am at church    
Feb 20th        Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm Living
Feb 21st        Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
Feb 22nd       Family Church Service 11.00am - Members induction
Feb 25th        Drop In from 10.00am/Knit & Natter-Lunch at 12.00am  
Feb 27th        Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm 
Feb 28th        Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
Church Meeting date for your diary in 2026 
Church A.G.M. 22nd February
Elders meeting – 17th March 9.30am on zoom
Elders Meeting – 5th May 9.30am on zoom
Moldgreen is hosting the World Day of Prayer on 6th March 
at 4.00pm – everyone is welcome.   
Gift Day - Sunday 12th July. Please put this in your diary.
Check the back of the magazine for more information of what’s happening in the church and on the notice board. Please make a note of the dates in your diary. 

SUNDAY SERVICES IN FEBRUARY  
All services start at 11.00am unless otherwise indicated.
Feb 1st         Worship Group
Feb 8th        Rev Sarah Fitton - Communion
Feb 15th      Worship Group    
Feb 22nd     Rev Sarah Fitton – Membership induction

DUTY ELDERS IN FEBRUARY & MARCH               
Feb 1st       Christine Hall
Feb 8th       Mark Binns
Feb 15th     Jean Whitehead
Feb 22nd     John North
Mar 1st       Christine Hall
Mar 8th       Janet Straughan
Mar 15th      Jo Mawdsley
Mar 22nd    Julie Johnston
Mar 29th     Mark Binns
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FLOWERS IN CHURCH FOR FEBRUARY& MARCH
The flowers in church on Sundays are taken out to those who are ill or in need of pastoral care. We are grateful to all in our fellowship who give money for flowers throughout the year.  If you are not
already on our ‘flower list’ but would like give flowers, please speak 
to Jean Whitehead, call 01484 430556 or email to 
office@moldgreenurc.org.uk  to arrange this.
Feb 1st       Donation 
Feb 8th       Vacant
Feb 15th     Mark & Susan Binns
Feb 22nd    Margaret Borrill
Mar 1st       Stephen & Pauline Taylor
Mar 8th       Lydia Muchemwa
Mar 15th     Vacant
Mar 22nd    Margaret Hines
Mar 29th    Joint Pastorate Service at Moldgreen-Palm Sunday

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR CHARITY
As in previous year’s we invite members of the fellowship to send one card to the fellowship rather than writing lots of cards to individuals. 
In lieu of money saved from sending lots of cards, donations were sent to the URC Appeal in support of Jamaica following the recent hurricane.  
Plus, donations received at the Carol Service on 21st December were added to the appeal. £268.00 was forwarded to the Jamaica Appeal and we have received a thank you from Commitment for Life. Money will go towards the rebuilding of lives in Jamaica following Hurricane Melissa in November and is very much appreciated. You will be pleased to know that funds raised for the appeal will be match-funded to at least £12,000 by the United Reformed Church. 
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XMAS MAGIC APPEAL 2025
A message from Sue Carter…………….
The Christmas Magic Appeal has now been held annually since 2020. Lesley Stephenson from Greenfields Family Centre organised the first one and Moldgreen United Reformed Church was represented by Rosie Buxton. It was set up to help vulnerable families and residents in the local Dalton Council Ward following Covid.
I have been involved with the appeal since it first started and for the past three years I have organised the appeal and now all referrals come through an organisation, such as schools, nurseries, housing officers, so we know that our goodie bags are going to families who may be struggling due to low income, families who have lost a parent or child/sibling, children who are the main carers for their mother, abused physically and mentally residents. 
The funding comes from our three local councillors, Syngenta, donations from church and local individuals living in the area.
Each councillor gets an allocated amount of money to spend, and we are grateful that our local councillors - Mus Khan, Munir Ahmed and
Tyler Hawkins support the appeal every year so we can only give goodie bags to families that are connected to the Dalton Council Ward.
Syngenta held a toy appeal among their staff and this year we had 80 brand new gifts of toys and games donated. Also, this year we had two new local companies who chose to support the appeal and provisionally have promised to support again in 2026.
I do have to turn individuals down, who ask for goodie bags for various reasons. Dalton Together does have contacts for people living in other areas and we often signpost people on to these and advice is given to people who may be able to help, e.g. The Welcome Centre, Fresh Futures at the Brian Jackson Centre and make contact if appropriate with community workers in other areas.
The Magic Appeal, although I have organised it is not something I can do in isolation and I would like to say a personal thank you to
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 everyone that has been involved, not only on the week of setting up and packing the bags, but working quietly all year behind the scenes, especially our own Knit and Natter Ladies at Moldgreen URC.
I tried to count how many volunteers were involved in this year’s appeal – it is approximately 40 plus people.
So, all the thank you letters have been sent out to our sponsors, and I am now waiting for the Christmas Appeal blog with photographs to be put out on social media. As soon as these are done, I will share it with you. One or two have seen the photographs which I say are brilliant and all thanks go to DT’s computer expert Ryan.
As many of you know I am now handing over to the appeal to Helen to co-ordinate and will try my very best to keep quiet and let her carry on organising the appeal her way as I have done these past three years. This year we helped 103 families/households with a total of 308 residents, everyone got gifts. The 11–16-years-old received a £15.00 gift voucher, so they can choose what they want to spend it on and each gift bag contained a £15.00 food voucher for Aldi. 
One local school gets chocolates and a supermarket voucher rather than goodie bags – this is easier for the school and myself to 
distribute to their families. Each year I think I have worked miracles with the small budget I have had, but this year due to an increase in donations from organisations, yourselves and the general public, the goodie bags were exceptional. When I saw everything set out in the Sports Hall, I thought how many lovely gifts there was and how generous people are. I feel proud and thankful of what we have accomplished and at times overwhelmed by what we all at Dalton Together and Moldgreen URC have achieved over the past three years. The Christmas Magic Appeal is now a well established and 
an excellent example of Community Partnership working which I hope will continue in the future and ………..
“TOGETHER WE DO MAKE GOOD THINGS HAPPEN”
I wish you all a healthy and peaceful 2026.
So, signing off now from Mother Christmas!
Thank you, love and best wishes.   
****** SUE CARTER ******
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QUILTS FOR CARE LEAVERS
A message from Quilts for Care Leavers.
We are so grateful for the very generous donation of £314.00 which means a lot and will allow us to carry on with our group with less worry about funding. We are very grateful that the congregation have been kind enough to donate to our group of quilters who make Quilts for Care Leavers in Kirklees. Please pass on our sincere thanks.
Our group is open to anyone, from those who are experience quilters and sewers, to people with no experience at all. We usually have around 15 people join us on the first Friday each month. It’s a nice event where there is always something to learn and always something to teach. Some of our group can be quite lonely and isolated and this project gives them purpose and feel worthwhile. 
We think all of us find it good for the soul. This year we have been able to create 38 quilts that were gifted during Care Leavers Month in November. We have also provided 45 quilts for the Leeds Christmas dinner and 20 for the Huddersfield Christmas dinner as well as Mors bags and hot water bottle covers. Not all of them have been made by our group but we have been quite prolific!!
Liz and Penny
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Unsung Heroes Awards
Do you know someone who lives, works or volunteers in Dalton ward who makes a difference in their community? Dalton Together and our own Unite Respect Connect project are coming together to celebrate the everyday champions who go the extra mile for others – and they need your nominations. An unsung hero could be someone who volunteers for a group in the community, someone who works hard to care for others or keep people safe, an employee who goes above and beyond for others, someone who is a good neighbour, someone who’s kindness you just feel deserves recognition. here’s no criteria apart from them having a connection to the Dalton ward. If you think they’re an unsung hero, we do too!
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Every unsung hero is special, and we want to acknowledge that. This is not a competition to find the best hero but a chance to celebrate the breadth of great things happening in the area. Unsung heroes and a guest will be invited to a special celebration event on Friday 20th March 6.00pm where they’ll be food and entertainment and gifts for all nominees. In the event that we have more nominations than we have spaces names will go into a draw but everyone will receive recognition of their nomination.
To nominate your unsung hero visit www.daltontogether.co.uk/unsung-heroes-awards/, e-mail info@uniterespectconnect.org.uk or speak to Helen Snashall. Unsung heroes can be any age but if you are nominating someone under 18, please get their parent or carer’s permission and use their contact details rather than the nominee’s.
Nominations must be received by Sunday 1st March                                                                                                                       
2nd Feb:	Candlemas, The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
In bygone centuries, Christians said their last farewells to the Christmas season on Candlemas, 2nd February. This is exactly 40 days after Christmas Day itself.
In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it was when they made their first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like all good Jewish mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child - to ‘present Him to the Lord’. At the same time, she, as a new mother, was ‘purified’. Thus, we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple.
So, where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is described in the New Testament as the Light of the World, and early Christians developed the tradition of lighting many candles in celebration of this day. The Church also fell into the custom of blessing the year’s supply of candles for the church on this day - hence the name, Candlemas.
The story of how Candlemas began can be found in Luke 2:22-40. Simeon’s great declaration of faith and recognition of who Jesus was is of course found in the Nunc Dimittis, which is embedded in the Office of Evening Prayer in the West. But in medieval times, the Nunc Dimittis was mostly used just on this day, during the distribution of candles before the Eucharist. Only gradually did it win a place in the daily prayer life of the Church.              page 11
Winnie the Pooh and Lent 2026
Remember the Winnie the Pooh stories? And Kanga’s insistence on Baby Roo’s taking his Strengthening Medicine? It’s ‘really, quite a nice taste when you get used to it’, she explained, although I’m not convinced Baby Roo always agreed. 
It can be helpful to think of Lent as a sort of medicine; an opportunity to strengthen us in the things that are good, rein in other facets of our personality, and reset the compass to the true North of following Jesus. A Spring-clean of the soul, if you like. 
Baby Roo (and Piglet on the one occasion he was subject to it) found Strengthening Medicine not to their liking, and we may groan inwardly at the thought of ‘giving up something for Lent’. Think of what lies behind this ‘giving up’. It’s so that we may be strengthened, our character refined, our prejudices examined, our junk thrown overboard, and we may come to Passiontide and Easter more fit to walk the way of the Cross and rise in new life with Jesus at His Resurrection. 
Nor is Lent just a case of giving up chocolate. One year I gave up Facebook for Lent, having spent far too much time scrolling through it each day. It freed me to do other, more constructive things. And instead of giving up, why not take up something you’ve been meaning to do but never got round to; something life-affirming, something good for God. 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which this year falls on 18th February. Many Christians go public with their intention to keep a good Lent by being ‘ashed’- the sign of the Cross made on the forehead in a mixture of ash and holy oil at a special service that day. The ash is usually the burnt remains of the palm crosses from last year. Having been ashed, the intention of the 40 days of Lent is to maintain a steady course closer to God, symbolised by the giving up of something - like chocolate - which has a hold on us. We walk with Jesus on the way to the Cross, mindful of the ‘riches of God’s kindness, forbearance and patience’ as St Paul has it, and mindful too of Jesus’ choice of the Cross as a way for us to enter those riches more fully. 
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And to face the immensity of that sacrifice, and the immensity of God’s riches made available to us in Jesus, we need all the Strengthening Medicine we can get!       
By the Revd. Roy Shaw, a retired but active priest in the diocese of York
Can you get across the pedestrian crossing in time?
Have you ever had to hurry to make it to safely across the street because the pedestrian crossing light is about to turn red again? 
If so, you are not alone. A recent study has found that pedestrian crossing timings are simply too brief for many elderly people and especially those with mobility problems. 
The length of time given at crossing points usually assumes a walking speed of 1.2m per second. But the study found that the average speed of adults aged over 65 is only 0.77m per second.  
So more than half of older people need to increase their normal walking speed by about 50 per cent, just to reach the other curb safely.
One of the researchers said: “This isn’t just a safety issue – it’s potentially a barrier to independence, physical activity, and social connection, all of which often decline in later life.”
Another said: “Allowing enough time to cross the road can boost confidence, support independence, and help them remain engaged in their communities, all key to a better quality of life.”
The study was published in the journal Age and Ageing.

UP AND RUNNING – AGAIN
The Fellowship is now back in the groove again after the Christmas break although with a little stutter at the beginning of the month. The first meeting was cancelled at the last minute due to very cold and snowy weather over night so the first meeting to actually take place was later in the month when Stephen took us all back to the year that he was born,1944, still during wartime. For most people present, and this was a meeting that was very well attended, this was new to them - just the odd
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exception. As to how much the world has in fact changed over the years, very quickly became most apparent and certainly produced a smile on the faces of most of us – thank you Stephen for this very interesting look back at times past.
On the first Monday afternoon in February John and Jean North will take charge with a little bit of comedy I understand, and two weeks later George Binns will introduce another DVD covering the chaotic and high risk life of Winston Churchill back in the 1920s when his life was regularly put into danger, so much so, that he required a bodyguard. This is the story of how these two very different characters met, and how Churchill’s bodyguard, a poor boy from London’s East End, saved his boss from an IRA assassination attempt, 100 years ago. 
After the war Walter Thompson, Churchill’s bodyguard, wrote a book covering his experiences, but it was censored and was never published at the time and only a much-curtailed version came to light during the early part of the 21st century. The whole story of their lives together is extremely interesting and worth viewing – come along and see for yourselves. 
During March we welcome back a visiting speaker Margaret Newman who has regaled us with many interesting stories in recent years, followed by George Binns’ story of the building of the Accu Stadium, 30 years ago, without incurring debt – however was that done?
The meeting schedule for the next three months is therefore: -
2nd   Feb      John and Jean North – video.
16th  Feb      Churchill’s Bodyguard – How they first got together.
2nd   Mar      Margaret Newman.
16th  Mar      George Binns – How to build a stadium without incurring debt. 
30th  Mar      “Chris Horn – “Ah! I remember it well”
13th Apr        Dennis Goude – Beetle Drive.
27th Apr     David Glover – The Duke of Wellington, all the way to Waterloo.
All meetings take place Monday afternoons in the small meeting room at 2pm followed by tea, coffee and biscuits generally finishing around 4pm – and new members will be made most welcome.             George Binns  
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GIFT DAY
Save the Date
Sunday 12th July will be a very special day for us all at Moldgreen as it 
will be our Annual Gift Day. 
11.00am Service of Thanksgiving - 12.30 Lunch
Afternoon entertainment by Marc and Alison Wightman
We will publish the details nearer the date, but we are hoping for a 
fun filled day so here’s a chance to note the date in your diary.

Church bulletin notices that did not come out quite right…
*We congratulate our youth group for raising nearly £500 for drug abuse. 
*We apologise for the following typo in last Sunday’s bulletin: 
  Lunch will be gin at 12:15.'  
*The Seniors group will have a picnic on Saturday. Each person is asked to   bring either a friend, a vegetable, or a dessert in a covered dish.  
*Church Jumble Sale: All welcome. We can offer a gents three-speed bicycle, and two ladies for sale, in good running order.”

CURLING
We meet on alternate Sundays after the morning service. New players welcome, full training and refreshments. Bring your lunch, refreshments 
provided.        Dates – February 1st , 15th - March 1st , 15th


SATURDAY COFFEE MORNING
Saturday Coffee dates in February
7th, 14th, 21st,28th.
 10.00am – 11.30am   All Welcome


page 15
[image: ]

ANSWERS TO CROSSWORD PUZZLE ON PAGE 24
ACROSS
1  ‘If you love those who love you, what — is that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6)
4  ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts 27:19) (6)
7  The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4)
8  He was the head Levite in charge of the singing when the ark of God 
was brought back to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8)
9  Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) (8)
13 Solicit money or food from passers by (Acts 3:2) (3)
16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission became in 1878 (9,4)
17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation (1,1,1)
19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever. — — I will praise you’ 
(Psalm 145:1–2) (5,3)
24 Simon had (anag.) (8)
25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4)
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26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven times before opening his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6)
27 The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were made of this (Daniel 2:32) (6)
DOWN
1  ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75)4 
2  Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9)
3  ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!’ (John 20:2) (5)
4  Belief (5)
5  ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus 30:23) (4)
6  ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5)
10 A seer (anag.) (5)
11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5)
12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5)
13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people (Colossians 3:11) (9)
14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of
16 Across, — and Dolls (4)
15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 16:19) (4)
18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring — — his hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2)
20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5)
21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her house (Hebrews 11:31) (5)
22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of these is love’ (1 Corinthians 13:13) (4)
23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’ (Daniel 5:26) (4)
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We welcome all age
“Come and see what God has done, His awesome deeds for everyone!”
Psalm 66: 5
Someone quite unexpected came to one of our church’s services recently. It was so exciting to see a newcomer. 
What I mean is he was not only someone new, but he was also quite young. By young, he was a lot younger than me (though that is not difficult). He came to the service which is ‘meant’ for older people, and even so, he seemed to enjoy it. I was able to tweak the sermon and explain each part of the service. He has been back to church a few times since then. It is good to see new faces. 
We are fortunate to have a good range of different types of service. Some are traditional prayerbook ones and others are more modern. I am not sure why they are often tied into various age groups. Sometimes we get children at evensong and mature folk at family services. I do not really like the phrase ‘All Age Services’, as these often turn out to be for one age group only.                                      David Pickup – Source: The Parish Pump

The Winter Olympics returns to Europe
If you like snow-sports, you are in for a great month. From 6th to 22nd February, Italy will be hosting the 2026 Winter Olympics, officially known as Milano Cortina 2026. The opening ceremony is at football’s famous San Siro stadium. The Paralympic Winter Games follows, from 6th to 15th March. For the first time the Winter Games will have two host cities, Milan and Cortina d’Ampezzo, with events spread across 15 venues in northern Italy, using existing infrastructure to reduce costs. (Thus, Milan will host indoor events like hockey and figure skating, while Cortina hosts alpine skiing and snowboarding.)
Around 3,500 athletes from more than 90 countries are expected to compete for 195 medals across 16 Olympic disciplines. New this year is ski-mountaineering. 
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Snow gets an occasional mention in the Bible. Job tells how God “Says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth’ … He stops all people from their labour. The tempest comes out from its chamber, the cold from the driving winds. At His direction they swirl around over the face of the whole earth to do whatever He commands them.”  
Let’s hope that the snow does a good deep swirl around Italy this month.

4th Anniversary of the Russia-Ukraine war
As 24th February approaches, the statistics are grim for the fourth anniversary of the Russian invasion of Ukraine.  
Massive displacement: 6.9 million refugees have fled Ukraine, with a further 3.7 million internally displaced. 
Significant casualties: Russia has hit one million casualties in all, including 250,000 soldiers killed. Ukraine has had about 53,000 casualties, including about 15,000 deaths.  
Immense destruction of Ukraine’s infrastructure, medical facilities and educational facilities. 
Impact: Russia now occupies about 20% of Ukraine, including Crimea. Worldwide, a weakened global economy, threatened food security, and documented war crimes, including chemical weapons used by Russia.  
Expense: Billions of dollars have been given in aid to Ukraine. (About $175bn from the US, and $197bn from EU since 2022.)
The future is unclear, but here are some memorable quotes of two leading Ukrainians: 
At the start of the war, when offered evacuation from Kyiv by the U.S. government, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy famously stated, "I need ammunition, not a ride". 
The following day, on 25th February he emphasised Ukraine's determination, stating: "We will be defending our country, because our weapon is truth, and our truth is that this is our land, our country, our children, and we will defend all of this". 
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The head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), Major Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk focuses on themes of resilience, freedom, and hope. "Ukraine is wounded, but it is not defeated! Ukraine is exhausted, but it is standing and will remain standing! Believe me, no one thinks of giving up."
A recurring theme in Zelenskyy’s speeches is that ………………… 
"Life will win over death, and the light will win over darkness".
  
[bookmark: _Hlk219972329]Prayer of thanks for Candlemas and the Presentation at the Temple
Dear Lord,
The shortest month, the snowdrop month! February brings those beautiful, hopeful little flowers, also called Candlemas Bells. Thank You, Lord, for the beauty and the hope. 
Thank You for the reminder of when Jesus was presented at the Temple as a baby. Thank You, for Simeon recognising in that vulnerable baby the promised Saviour of all the world. 
Oh Lord, how this world needs to hear afresh that message of salvation. 
Open eyes to see You and to know You. Open ears to hear Your message of hope and reconciliation. Open hearts to receive Your love and to share it, for the sake of all the suffering people of the world.                   
 In Jesus’ name, Amen.    By Daphne Kitching

Five good reasons to eat Greek yoghurt
Real live Greek yoghurt is seriously good for you. Its protein and live bacteria have been linked to stronger muscles, boosted gut microbiome, and better heart, bone and brain health.  
Greek yoghurt is high in protein, with up to 10g of protein per 100g. That’s about double the protein of low-fat yogurt or Greek-style yogurts. What’s more, it is a ‘complete’ source of protein, with all nine of the essential amino acids that our bodies can’t make by themselves.
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Greek yoghurt boosts your gut health. Its natural probiotics encourage a wider array of beneficial bugs to live in your gut. That means less inflammation, and probably fewer cancer-causing chemicals. 
Greek yoghurt contains the minerals potassium and magnesium, which can help to both support and regulate blood pressure.
Greek yoghurt provides calcium. This can contribute to greater bone density and even re-build bone tissue if we are older or have been injured. 
Greek yoghurt includes the B vitamins – thiamine (B1), riboflavin (B2) and cobalamin (B12). These help support memory, critical thinking, and our problem-solving skills.



[image: ]
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Disturb us, Lord

Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true
Because we have dreamed too little,
When we arrived safely
Because we sailed too close to the shore.

Disturb us, Lord, when
With the abundance of things we possess
We have lost our thirst
For the waters of life;
Having fallen in love with life.

We have ceased to dream of eternity
And in our efforts to build a new earth,
We have allowed our vision
Of the new Heaven to dim.
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly.

To venture on wider seas
Where storms will show your mastery.
Where losing sight of land,
We shall find the stars.
We ask You to push back
The horizons of our hopes;
And to push into the future
In strength, courage, hope, and love.

Attributed to Sir Francis Drake, 16th Century
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Aspects of Romantic Love 
God obviously approves of romance – after all, putting Adam and Eve alone together in the Garden of Eden was His idea. And romance has been around ever since.  
The history of the Israelites began with three great romances: Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and Jacob and Rachel.  The on-going history of Israel was deeply affected by later romances: Esther and King Xerxes, David’s love affair with Bathsheba, and Solomon’s marriage to hundreds of foreign wives! There is even an entire book in the Old Testament devoted to the love of a man and woman: the Song of Solomon!
When we reach the New Testament, we find real love between Joseph and Mary (even when Joseph thought Mary had been faithless, he did not want to harm her).  St Paul, though himself a bachelor, nevertheless spent a lot of time urging Christians to love and be kind and faithful and considerate to their spouses.  He even wrote 1 Corinthians 13 – the great love chapter that is read at millions of weddings worldwide 2000 years later.
Romance remains as prominent now as it ever was, added to which we have films, television and drama all flying the romantic flag. Wherever we look, whatever we do, romance continues to permeate every aspect of life.  
People make amazing sacrifices for love.  They defy their family, forsake their culture, turn their back on wealth and position, to be with their loved one. People give their loved ones amazing gifts. Surely the most extravagant was the gift of the Shah Jahan, who built the Taj Mahal in India for his favourite wife, Mumtaz Mahal.  
Romance is still alive and well in Britain – last year we sent about 25 million Valentines to our beloved ones. 
[image: ]
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If you have any material or news of the church family you would like including in the MARCH magazine, please give material to Jean Whitehead by hand, post or email to office@moldgreenurc.org.uk on or before SUNDAY 21st FEBRUARY for the magazine deadline.

****************************************************************************

RECYCLING
There is a basket in the church entrance where you may deposit any old Christmas cards/Birthday cards etc. Plus, a box to put used postage stamps in. Also, there is a bin in the kitchen where you can recycle plastic bags which have a green label on indicating recycle at local supermarkets. 

*****************************************************************************
ANSWERS TO CROSSWORD 
ACROSS: 1, Credit. 4, Tackle. 7, Cain. 8, Kenaniah. 9, Strength. 13, Beg. 
16, Salvation Army. 17, ARC. 19, Every day. 24, Admonish. 25, Dire. 
26, Sneeze. 27, Bronze.
DOWN: 1, Cock. 2, Epistolic. 3, Taken. 4, Tenet. 5, Cane. 6, Leave. 
10, Erase. 11, Guide. 12, Honey. 13, Barbarian. 14, Guys. 15, Asia. 
18, Rod in. 20, Voice. 21, Rahab. 22, Hope. 23, Mene.


Those notices which didn’t come out quite right…
Notice in health food shop window: Closed due to illness.
Spotted in a safari park: Elephants, please stay in your car.
In a Laundromat: Automatic Washing Machines. Please remove all 
your clothes when the light goes out.
When parking on the north side of the church, please remember to 
park on an angel. 
Jean will be leading a weight-management series Wednesday nights. She's used the programme herself and has been growing like crazy! 
Volunteers are needed to spit up food for distribution. 
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THIS IS WHY WE LOVE CHILDREN

1) NUDITY - I was driving with my three young children one warm summer evening when a woman in the convertible ahead of us stood up and waved. She was stark naked! As I was reeling from the shock, I heard my 5-year-old shout from the back seat, 'Mom, that lady isn't wearing a seat belt!'

2) KETCHUP - A woman was trying hard to get the ketchup out of the jar. During her struggle the phone rang so she asked her 4-year-old daughter to answer the phone. 'Mommy can't come to the phone to talk to you right now. She's hitting the bottle.'

3) MORE NUDITY - A little boy got lost at the YMCA and found himself in the women's locker room. When he was spotted, the room burst into shrieks, with ladies grabbing towels and running for cover. The little boy watched in amazement and then asked, 'What's the matter, haven't you ever seen a little boy before?'

4) POLICE - While taking a routine vandalism report at an elementary school, 
I was interrupted by a little girl about 6 years old. Looking up and down at my uniform, she asked, 'Are you a cop?
Yes,' I answered and continued writing the report.
'My mother said if I ever needed help I should ask the police. Is that right?'
'Yes, that's right,' I told her.
'Well, then,' she said as she extended her foot toward me, 'would you please tie my shoe?'

5) DRESS-UP - A little girl was watching her parents dress for a party. When she saw her dad donning his tuxedo, she warned, 'Daddy, you shouldn't wear that suit.  'And why not, darling?'
'You know that it always gives you a headache the next morning.'

5) DEATH - While walking along the sidewalk in front of his church, our minister heard the intoning of a prayer that nearly made his collar wilt. Apparently, his 5-year-old son and his playmates had found a dead robin. Feeling that proper burial should be performed, they had secured a small box and cottonwool, then dug a hole and made ready for the disposal of the deceased.
The minister's son was chosen to say the appropriate prayers and with sonorous dignity intoned his version of what he thought his father always said: 'Glory be unto the Faaather, and unto the Sonnn, and into the hole he goooes.' (I want this line used at my funeral!)

6) SCHOOL - A little girl had just finished her first week of school. 'I'm just wasting my time,' she said to her mother. 'I can't read, I can't write, and they won't let me talk!'

7) BIBLE-  A little boy opened the big family Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered through the old pages. Suddenly, something fell out of the Bible. He picked up the object and looked at it. What he saw was an old leaf that had been pressed in between the pages.
'Mama, look what I found,' the boy called out.
'What have you got there, dear?'
With astonishment in the young boy's voice, he answered, 'I think it's Adam's underwear!'
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Henry is mﬁ(ing a real effort for Lent —
he's giving up the remote control and
walking to the TV
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Read the story in

THETEMPTATION OF JESUS
After Jesus was
baptised in the River
Jordan where did the
Holy Spirit lead him to? v1

How many days was
Jesus being tempted
by the devil? v2

What did Jesus eat? v2

TEMPT,
& Tro,
DEVIL SAID:

“If you are God's Son order
this stone to tum into bread.”
JESUS REPLIED:
“Man shall not live on
bread alone.”

Read Deuteronomy 8:3

WE LEARN: LJ

Read the Bible

Luke4:1-13 What did the devil tempt | | aam God's word.
Jesus to turn a stone into?
o TEMp What did Jesus say? v3-4
& ne 5 )
%" DEVIL SAID: 'I/ What did the devil offer
“I will give you power Jesus if He worshipped him? S
and wealth if you worship me.” What did Jesus say? v7-8 J 0
JESUS REPLIED: What did the
“Worship the Lord your God |  devil ask TWLDG
and serve only Him.” Jesus to do? ROGLORYLO
Read Deuteronomy 6:13 What did I BAPTISED
= @ ’YJ VOFOOTHD
ut God firs
Worship only Him. ﬁ SERVEBTI 1
F>JORDANIJEG
FORTYDAYSSONKLORDNH
TDOWNONWORSHIP
“oTEMPr‘qr
TESTWORLDLTUNB \ “
LVTEMPTATIONGR DEVIL SAID:
“If you are God's Son throw
EIAM J E S U S FN G D E yourself down, the scriptures
NLKP D E S ERTER O A say God will take care of you.”
THOLYSPIRITYMD "bjfigrsp?lffhljiz:rd
I M -’ E R U S A L E M F S J your God to the test.”
WILDERNESSJUMP Read Deuteronomy 6:16
JESUS « BAPTISED * RIVER * JORDAN « HOLY SPIRIT« LED | WE LEARN:
WILDERNESS * DESERT * FORTY DAYS * HUNGRY * DEVIL | God cares, trust
TEMPTATION + STONE * BREAD * WRITTEN + SON « WORLD | Him do not test Him.

KINGDOMS * GLORY * WORSHIP « SERVE + GOD * HIGH
C;;)) JERUSALEM * TEMPLE * SON * JUMP * DOWN « LIFT « FOOT « LORD * TEST « LENT
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