      ACTIVITIES IN CHURCH
Sunday		11.00am  Family Church Service/Communion monthly
			 Curling after Sunday service-(September to April)
                                                                                                                   (twice monthly)

Monday		9.45am  U3A Bridge (cancelled)   
                                       1.30pm  U3A Scottish Dancing
                                       2.00pm  Monday Fellowship (twice monthly)
                                       6.30pm   St John’s Ambulance

Tuesday                  10.00am    Zumba Gold exercise class
                                       11.00am   Pulmonary Rehab Clinic
                                       12.30pm   Pulmonary Fibrosis Support Group 
                                                                  (1st in the month)
			  1.45pm    Sequence  Dance                                      
                                         7.30pm    Huddersfield Miniatures (2nd in month)
			  6.00pm    Huddersfield Choral Society (rehearsals)

Wednesday 		 9.00am     Tumble Tots
			10.00am     Drop-In/Dominoes Coffee morning
			10.00am     Knit & Natter - Lunch 12noon
                                       7.30pm       Friendship Club Dance

Thursday	            9.00am     Childminders
                                        10.00am    U3A Mahjong
			 12.30pm    Pulmonary Rehab Clinic
                                         2.00pm    U3A Social Bridge

Friday	            10.30am   Living Well with Dementia (weekly)
			   1.30pm    Latin Class (Sept-March)
			   2.00pm    Shared Harmonies (weekly)

Saturday		 10.00am-11.30am Coffee Morning
                                         9.00am  Tumble Tots

Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals by arrangement.
Contact: Church Office 01484 430556 email - office@moldgreenurc.org.uk
Enquiries for room hire – email - bookingsformurc@outlook.com
Activities are weekly unless otherwise stated.
U3A classes take place from September through to March. 
Other activities –   concerts are organised during the year.		
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Mission Statement
“WORKING WITH CHRIST AND 
THE COMMUNITY”

What we believe
We take seriously our responsibility to share our faith
and love with others and are seeking avenues of service
and mission in our church, homes, places of work,
communities and across the world.
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                                                                         JUNE     2026
Dear Friends,
Let us give thanks to God for June and July. 
We welcome summer with a smile. 
We are offered once again an invitation to experience God’s grace and faithfulness in the sunshine!
We often read in the Gospels that Jesus is surrounded by a crowd, at the lakeside, in the cities and towns, beaches and mountains. Bringing with them the expectations of hope that Jesus would teach, heal and give a response to their needs. Let us come freely as ourselves and ‘crowd’ around God in the places we travel to, when we visit our favorite places or spend time in our gardens, fully expecting him to attend to our needs and the needs of others.
Let us remember all the good and blessings of this time of the year and as disciples let us pay attention to what is happening around us, discern what God is doing, what God is developing in us and then joining in with his purpose.
Helen and I have just returned from Corrymeela, in Northern Ireland a very special and moving place of peace and reconciliation. This time has given us the opportunity to be refilled with faith but also to be engaged in new experiences that develop our capacity to understand; practical and spiritual reconciliation, transformation, conflict, change and how to live in healthy relationships in a divided world. Jesus made time to address these things and so as you open your Bible, I hope it restores and heals the things you are wrestling with today.
Let’s, pray for each other that this summer, we have responsive faith in Jesus, holy praise for God and a deep dwelling of the Holy Spirit.
Prayer
Dear Lord,
Creator of Summer
Let the warmth of this season soften our hearts
Let the warmth of this season bring us together
Let the warmth of this season have a healing touch
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Let the warmth of this season make our faith well
Let the warmth of this season lay its rays on us and give us 
lightness of self
We lift all our prayers and needs to you,
In the Name of Jesus. Amen        Many Blessings, Rev Sarah

Pastorate News
I would like to share some happy Pastorate news. We are celebrating that on the 17th of May 2026, Barry Simmons was inducted as a serving Elder into Waverley’s Eldership team. 

Let us remember Ephesians 4 v 1-3
‘I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle, be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace’.

Each of us can pray and put effort into the way this pastorate lives out its calling, how it creates its friendships, it bonds of peace and to thank God for those in our church family today who are following the calling they have received to serve these churches.
Let us all pray for Barry and that the grace of God surrounds us each day, doing what the Lord requires for many more years to come! Amen.

Faith Film Questions: 
[image: Popcorn] If you missed the film club film in May but would like to catch up, 
The film was ‘Pride and Prejudice’ and here are the following faith questions to explore as you watch the film; 
Here are the Questions for Pride and Prejudice
· Throughout the film who has ‘pride’ and who has ‘prejudice’?
· What do we make of first impressions? Do they help   or hinder us when it comes to forming relationships and 
friendships?
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· Why is the use of dance so important to the plot and connection between the characters of the story?
· What makes a ‘accomplished’ woman or man in your view?
· Who do we look up to and down upon in society? – Does it still depend on our views on money, reputation and class even today?
· What is Austen saying about love, marriage and attraction?
· Do you admire Lizzie’s wit and strong will? Do you think it is important to have self confidence and the ability to stand up for one’s self? If so, why?
· Do you believe kindness, generosity and support can turn any situation around, and can lead to forgiveness, respect and acceptance?

News of the church family
We hope you are all keeping well, it is lovely to see our regular congregation on a Sunday and those from our Waverley pastorate who join us occasionally, and not forgetting our ‘zoomers’ at home, plus new people who we have welcomed.  We also welcome our regular groups and new groups who hire space during the week.
We do hope you will continue to pray for all our church fellowship, friends and family, our local community, and the wider world. 
Please continue to remember our members and friends. Margaret Hines and Audrey Greenwood, who are both in residential homes living near their families and those who live at home and are not able to come to church. 
If you are able, please do keep in touch with people, a telephone call and a chat is always welcome. 
Brenda McVeagh was in hospital a couple of times recently but thankfully back home again, and we send our love and prayers to Brenda.
Christine Hall visited Margaret Hines after her birthday celebrations   and brought her flowers from the congregation. Christine had a good chat with Margaret, and they reminisced the happy days at Moldgreen and we send her our love and prayers.
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Tony Rose is still in hospital, but he is allowed out, and two weeks ago Mary brought him to Saturday Coffee. It was lovely to see him, and he is having physio in hospital to improve his mobility. We hope he will be able to get back home soon. 
Most of the people who attended Hillhouse URC will have known Matthew Hellawell, Brian and Pat’s son. Also, others in our congregation may have known him too. We are sorry to announce that Matthew died in hospital last week. Matthew’s funeral will be at Moldgreen, but we do not know any details yet. 
We send our deepest sympathy to Ian and his family. 
Please continue to remember others in our fellowship who are going through serious health problems, and we send our love and prayers to them all.   
We ask you to remember and pray for all these people mentioned and others known to you who are unwell or experiencing difficulties. Please remember those who are caring for their loved ones and those of our fellowship, pastorate, family, and friends who have been bereaved. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN JUNE
June 3rd    Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                 Knit & Natter – Lunch 12noon
June 5th     Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
June 6th     Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
June 7th     Family Church Service 11.00am
June 8th     Monday Fellowship 2.00pm
June 10th   Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                 Knit & Natter – Lunch at 12noon  + film
June 12th  Huddersfield Rock Choir Concert in aid of Tommy’s
                  Voice Charity. 7.00pm - See poster on notice board
June 12th   Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
June 13th   Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
June 14th   Family Church Service 11.00am
June 16th   Planter Tidy Session  10.00am – 12noon
June 17th   Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                 Knit & Natter – Lunch at 12noon
page 5      
June 19th   Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
June 20th   Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
June 21st   Family Church Service 11.00am
June 21st   HCS Voices – Sing into Broadway 7.00pm
                  Details on poster on notice board
June 22nd  Monday Fellowship 2.00pm
June 24th   Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                  Knit & Natter – Lunch at 12noon
June 26th   Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
June 27th   Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
June 28th   Family Church Service 11.00am
June 28th   Ravensknowle Park Children’s Gala  


Church meeting dates for your diary
Elders Meeting – 21st July 9.30pm on zoom
Church meetings 23rd August - 22nd November 
all after the Sunday services.  

SUNDAY SERVICES IN JUNE
All services start at 11.00am unless indicated
June 7th      Family Church Service – Janet Straughan
June 14th     Family Church Service – Rev Sarah Fitton 
                    with Communion
June 21st     Family Church Service – Christine Hall 
June 28th     Family Church Service – Rev Sarah Fitton

FLOWERS IN CHURCH FOR JUNE & JULY
June 7th     Graham & Rebekah Cox & Family
June 14th   June Atkinson
June 21st    Mark & Susan Binns
June 28th    Beverley Whitehead
July 5th       Christine Hall
July 12th     Margaret Borrill
July 19th     Brenda McVeigh
July 26th     Barbara Ellis
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DUTY ELDERS IN JUNE & JULY
June 7th       Christine Hall
June 14th     Janet Straughan
June 21st     Jo Mawdsley  
June 28th     Julie Johnston

July 5th         Mark Binns   
July 12th       Jean Whitehead
July 19th       John North   
July 26th       Christine Hall   

Tesco Food Collections
Five days a week we receive donations of surplus goods from the Tesco Express store on Long Lane which go into our community food cupboard or are used for groups. If anyone who has transport and would be able to collect a box of items on an occasional basis (particularly when Helen is on holiday) it would be appreciated. The boxes aren’t normally heavy but if needed staff will help you load them into your car. Donations need to be collected between 7am and 10am. If you may be able to help occasionally, please speak to Helen.
Prayer Chain
Over many years a few of our fellowship have been part of a prayer chain and committed to pray at times of greater need.  Once a need was recognised the chain was set in motion and members contacted each other by telephone, to pray. Well, times change – we can now do this by email. A group of the original members and elders have agreed to pray by request.
Sarah has kindly written a prayer to help us along. If at any time you would like to request prayer for yourself or others, please contact Jo Mawdsley who will circulate the request. If you have family or friends or know of other people in need of prayer, you may find the prayer helpful to use on an individual level.                 
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PRAYER CHAIN PRAYER
Lord, I lift up this prayer to you because,
I believe in your powerful healing touch,
That, when all our strength is gone from body, mind and soul,
We can rely on you to care for what needs to be cared for,
Heal what needs to be healed.
Hold close, the person (s) we are praying for,
We ask you to lay your presence of calm, love and light
Over them and we entrust their difficulties to you.
As your disciples we pray in and through Jesus’ name.    Amen


MONDAY FELLOWSHIP
We only had one meeting during May due to the Bank Holiday week and that was John Startin introducing  a novel musical quiz where  some 80 varied tunes were played to us covering pop through to classical with some dating back to the 1950s – quite a challenge when each tune offered to us only consisted of a few bars of introduction; this was met with some enthusiasm – thank you John, what will you come up with next?
June is now a George Binns month with two afternoons the first of which is the ever-popular alphabet quiz on the 8th which is always a little challenging with many surprising answers. The second, two weeks later, is entitled “How to build a stadium without incurring debt” This task was not easy, but it was eventually achieved – come and find out how. Following this there is only one more usual meeting prior to the August break and that is Jo Mawdsley’s “Our second-best favourite Tunes” – we had our most favourite tunes last year. Jo asks that you submit your choice to her with the reason for the selection well in advance of the day so that she can research and prepare her schedule; the date is the first Monday in July. The year I then completed with the AGM later in the month.

The schedule for June and July is therefore as follows :-
June 8th -   George Binns - Alphabet Quiz”. 
June 22nd – George Binns – How to build a stadium without incurring debt.
July 6th -      Jo Mawdsley – Our second-best favourite songs.
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July 20th - AGM (followed by tea, coffee and cakes)
Please note the change in meeting on 22nd June when George Binns will resurrect his talk, postponed earlier in the year, about the building of what is now called the Accu Stadium. Lydia Muchemwa is not available on that day. All meetings begin at 2pm in the small meeting room.           
George Binns


I don’t want to be a Christian
I don’t want to be a Christian
who forgets how to feel—
who hides behind answers,
quotes verses like shields,
and silences sorrow with a song.

I don’t want a faith of romanticised abstraction,
where resurrection is polished
and the cross is theory.
Give me something real—
flesh and blood, grief and grace.
      
I want to weep with eyes wide open.
Tears that speak truth.
Tears that rise from the ground of compassion,
from the jagged knowledge that the world is not
as it was meant to be.

I have seen it—
the wounded souls, the haunted eyes,
the bruises beneath the surface.
I have felt the weight of injustice
that crushes and isolates, while the world looks away.
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These are not tears of despair—
but of resistance,
of aching love, of holding the pain
when no one else will.
I want a hope that isn’t saccharine.

Not hopium.
Not denial in disguise.
But a defiant, dirt-under-the-fingernail kind of hope—
the kind that walks through the valley, 
sits in the ashes, and still whispers,
“Even here… God.

I want a gospel that holds the wound.
A Christ who draws close,
a Spirit who groans,
a God who gathers every tear in a bottle,
holds every sorrow like a fragile flame,
and knows what it is to break.

I want to believe—
not cheaply, not loudly—
but with trembling trust,
that one day, every tear
will be wiped away.

Not erased, but remembered,
redeemed, and transfigured.       Anon.
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60 years of Girl Choristers at St David’s Cathedral
St David’s Cathedral recently marked 60 years since girl choristers first
sang in the Cathedral Choir with a celebratory evensong.
It was in April 1966 that the Cathedral choir were busy preparing for a BBC
radio broadcast of choral evensong, when in the days leading up to the recording, numerous boy choristers succumbed to a measles outbreak that was spreading through the local primary schools.
Facing the prospect of no choristers being well enough to perform, Organist and Master of the Choristers, Peter Boorman approached music teacher Rosalyn Charles and asked if the girls of Ysgol Dewi Sant school choir may be able to sing.
The school, Dean and Chapter all approved the emergency measure, and following a successful broadcast on 20th April 1966, chapter agreed in July 1966 that the girls were to become full Choristers.
Ever since, the soprano line in the Cathedral Choir has been sung by girls aged 8-18, drawn from St Davids and, more recently, further afield in Pembrokeshire. St David’s Cathedral pioneered the concept of girls singing in cathedral choirs, decades before similar initiatives were launched in other cathedrals.
To celebrate this milestone, the Cathedral held a special evensong, with the Cathedral Choir joined by former choristers from the past 60 years. 


Christian Aid 

A very big thank you to all our members and friends of the Church who gave generously to Christian Aid
I sent a cheque for £150 to the Charity. Double what we sent last year
In addition, £130 was Gift Aided which will bring extra revenue to the charity.             Ian K.  Whitehead   - Treasurer
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ACROSS
1  Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10)
7  Musician called for by Elisha when he met the kings of Israel, Judah 
and Edom (2 Kings 3:15) (7)
8  The request that led to the institution of the Lord’s Prayer: ‘Lord, — us to pray’ (Luke 11:1) (5)
10 ‘We are hard pressed on every —’(2Corinthians4:8)(4)
11 Fraud (2Corinthians6:8)(8)
13 ‘His troops advance in force; they build a siege ramp against me and — around my tent’ (Job 19:12) (6)
15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s household gods when he searched his daughter’s tent (Genesis 31:34) (6)
17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be—’ 
(1 Corinthians 12:1) (8)
18 Nomadic dwelling(Genesis26:25)(4)
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21 ‘As for man, his days are like—,he flourishes like a flower of the field’ (Psalm 103:15) (5)
22 Or I live (anag.) (7)
23 Those guilty of 1 Across (Romans13:4) (10)

DOWN
1  ‘God so loved the — that he gave his one and only Son’ (John 3:16) (5)
2  ‘Away in a manger, no — for a bed’ (4)
3  Mob ten (anag.) (6)
4  ‘Each — group made its own gods in several towns where they settled’ (2 Kings 17:29) (8)
5  Began (Luke 9:46) (7)
6  Speaking very softly (John 7:32) (10)
9  Workers Ruth joined when she arrived in Bethlehem with her mother-in-law Naomi (Ruth 2:3) (10) 12 Put in jail (Acts22:19) (8)
14 Aceturn (anag.)(7)
16 Discharge (Acts21:3) (6)
19 ‘All these—come from inside and make a man “unclean”’ 
(Mark 7:23) (5)
20 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and — him glory!’(Revelation19:7) (4)

Answers to crossword on page 24


Maths lesson
The only place where you can buy 64 avocados without anyone wondering why.
Park
A journey of a thousand miles begins with trying to find a place to park your car near the church.
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By the Revd Roy Shaw, a retired but active priest in the diocese of York, where he is a spiritual director.
Giving thanks for fathers
There is no finer sound in the world than your child calling you ‘daddy’, or ‘dad’. I love it!  And as I look around our neighbourhood, dads today are far more involved in their children’s lives than when I was a child. Pushing prams, holding hands while out on a walk, bathing, playing games. Dads are in all these activities and more. I see the dads on either side of our house, and they obviously love their kids with all their hearts. 
Unfortunately, too many kids grow up without a stable and involved male figure in their lives over the whole of their childhood and beyond. And no prizes for guessing the outcome; when they reach fatherhood, their kids often grow up without a stable and involved male figure in their lives. 
The month of June brings Fathers’ Day - this year on the 21st of June. May all dads reading this be pampered like never before! If it’s a fine day, it may be a case of ‘Stand back everyone- dad’s going to bar-b-q’. But before we get carried away, let’s spare a thought for those who for one reason or another couldn’t be dads, or whose dads fell far short of the high expectations we invest in them, or who lost a dad at a crucial time in life and feel a permanent ache where ‘Dad’ should be.   
Our Christian faith teaches us to look at God as ‘Father’- we address Him as such in the opening words of the Lord’s Prayer, and it was Jesus’ custom to talk to God as ‘Father’. Maybe, considering those who have had a very mixed experience, or a bad experience of fathers, we should qualify what we say of God and call Him ‘the Good Father’, or ‘our Good Father’. 
Because that it is what the experience of countless Christian would testify to; that God is a good father. I think of the picture Jesus paints in the parable of the Prodigal Son; the father on the look-out for his wayward son day after day, and when he sees him in the distance runs all the way to him to embrace him. Now in Jesus’ time, in that culture, fathers did NOT run, least of all to welcome returning no-goods who had wasted half the father’s fortune. Fathers were people of dignity. Run? Never!                           
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Jesus has turned that on its head. We can be sure that a welcome awaits us; we turn to God, or return to God, and find that He’s already half-way towards us, coming at speed to embrace us.         Source: The Parish Pump

Feed the birds – but thoughtfully
If you enjoy feeding the birds, you are not alone. Up to 60% of all households in the UK regularly feed their wild birds, according to surveys from UK Pet Food. It all adds up to an estimated £250 million in sales annually, with roughly 150,000 tonnes of seed being sold.
When feeding wild birds, here are five mistakes to avoid:
Not keeping the feeders clean. This can spread disease. The RSPB advises cleaning bird feeders once a week with a mild soap such as washing-up liquid. Do it outside, using brushes that you keep for this job alone.
Leaving too much food out. It attracts rodents. Instead, the RSPB advises that little and often is best. But keep an eye on those feeders and keep them topped up. When birds are nest-building and raising broods, they need a lot of energy. Feed peanuts in a rigid mesh feeder, so that large piece of nut cannot choke baby birds. Avoid putting out fat in hot weather – it can go rancid.
Feeding bread. This can lead to malnutrition. Bread is high in carbohydrates, while garden birds require a protein-rich and high-calorie diet. A chick with a stomach full of bread can freeze to death overnight. Ideally, feed a combination of mealworms, seeds, sunflower hearts, dried fruit, peanuts and fat. 
Forgetting to provide water. Birds need to drink and bathe daily, especially in hot weather. Change the water every day and keep the basin clean. 
Putting feeders in the wrong place. Place your feeders near to shrubs, trees and bushes, to provide cover. Blackbirds and robins are ground feeders, whereas tits and sparrows prefer to feed from hanging stations. Using an array of feeders will attract a wide range of birds.
Source: The Parish Pump
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Parents blamed for children’s bad behaviour in class
A government schools tsar has said that weak-willed parents are to blame for the increasingly bad behaviour of many children in the classroom.
In the autumn term of 2024-25 alone, 16,000 pupils were suspended for violence against an adult. Some teachers are now forced to wear bite sleeves, to protect themselves from their pupils’ teeth. Other teachers keep an emergency radio on hand, so they can call for back-up in the event of their pupils mounting a physical attack on them in the classroom.
Tom Bennett, the Department of Education’s ambassador for attendance and behaviour, says there is a growing dispute between parents and teachers as to who is responsible for such disruptive pupils.  Bennett claims that unruly children think “they can do what they want and that they’re the most important person in the room and that their feelings are the only feelings that matter”.  The schools think otherwise.


National Smile Month - 11th May – 11th June  
National Smile Month is 50 years old this year.  It is the UK’s largest and longest-running campaign to promote good oral health, aiming to encourage people to brush twice a day with fluoride toothpaste, to cut down on sugar, and to visit the dentist regularly.  Organised by the British Dental Health Foundation, the website offers the following snippets:
Some fun facts about your teeth:
- It takes 43 muscles to frown, but only 17 to smile.
- Some people pick their teeth with keys, earrings, bank notes and even screwdrivers!
- The going rate given by the tooth fairy these days is £2 to £5
- 61% of us have been attracted to someone by their smile alone
- 24% of us would share our toothbrush with our partner, but only 6% of us would share our toothbrush with a celebrity (?!)
- Two thirds of us have less respect for a boss with bad breath!    
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Taxi/transport arrangements
As agreed, from January 2024 the transport rota was replaced by a subsidised taxi service. This means that people won’t have to worry 
about getting to church services and events. 
Each individual will be responsible for organising their own taxis though, 
if you can set up a sharing arrangement so much the better! Half the cost will be met from church funds.  George Binns has kindly agreed to hold the cash earmarked for this, so please see him for reimbursement. 
This arrangement will be available for church events as follows: Sunday and special services, Monday Fellowship, Wednesday Knit and Natter and Dominoes, Saturday coffee morning, as well as other church events such
as Gift Day.  We really do want people to take up this offer and hope that everyone understands how important it is that people should feel comfortable doing so. 

SATURDAY COFFEE MORNING
Saturday Coffee dates in June 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th.
from 10.00am to 11.30am. 
All welcome.
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SUNDAY COFFEE/TEA JAR
Donations for our Sunday Coffee Jar for this year will be going to Kirkwood Hospice.
Don’t forget to pop some pennies in    
and enjoy a biscuit!


 
 













page17



All in the month of JUNE
250 years ago, on 11 June 1776 that the Second Continental Congress appointed John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Robert R Livingston and Roger Sherman to create the first draft of the Declaration of Independence.
Also 250 years ago, on 11th June, that John Constable, British landscape artist, was born.
150 years ago, on 19th June 1876 that Nigel Gresley, railway engineer, was born.  He designed some of the best-known steam locomotives in Britain, including the Flying Scotsman.
100 years ago, on 1st June 1926 that the American film actress, model and sex symbol Marilyn Monroe was born. Remembered for Gentlemen Prefer Blondes, The Seven Year Itch, and Some Like it Hot, among others.  Died 1962.  
Also 100 years ago, on 10th June 1926 that Antoni Gaudi, Spanish architect died.  Known for his unique Modernist style.  Best remembered buildings such as the Basilica de la Sagrada Familia in Barcelona.
90 years ago, on 14th June 1936 that G K Chesterton died.  Novelist, short story writer, journalist, essayist, poet, social/literary critic and theologian, and remembered for his stories about the priest-detective Father Brown.
80 years ago, on 8th June 1946 that the London Victory Celebrations following WW2 took place.  Allied forces paraded through London, cheered by crowds that stretched from Buckingham Palace to Regent’s Park.  Countrywide, an estimated 12 million people joined in various celebrations.
65 years ago, from 4th June to 9th November, that the Berlin Crisis of 1961 took place.  It led to Berlin being partitioned into East Berlin and West Berlin, and the erection of the Berlin Wall on 13th August.
Also 65 years ago, on 6th June that Carl Jung, Swiss psychiatrist and psychologist, died.  Founder of analytical psychology.
50 years ago, from 23rd June to 27th August, the 1976 British Isles Heat Wave took place.  One of the hottest and driest summers on record,
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it dried up rivers and evaporated reservoirs. Domestic water supplies were
 rationed, and public standpipes were installed in some areas.  September and October both saw very heavy rainfall.
40 years ago, on 22nd June 1986 that the ‘Hand of God’ goal took place during the quarter-final of the 1986 FIFA World Cup in Mexico City.  Argentine football player Diego Maradona scored a goal against England using his hand, which the referee mistakenly thought was his head, and allowed the goal.  England was knocked out of the World Cup as a result, and Argentina won it.
30 years ago, on 4th June 1996 that the Second Severn Crossing was officially opened.  The bridge spans the River Severn and links England and Wales via the M4 motorway.
Also 30 years ago, on 15th June 1996 that the centre of Manchester was devastated by an IRA bomb.  200 people were injured and the city centre had to be redeveloped because of the immense amount of damage.
Also 30 years ago, on 18th June 1996 that Benjamin Netanyahu became Prime Minister of Israel for the first time.  He served from 1996 to 1999, then from 2009 to 2021, and then from 2022 to the present time. He is Israel’s longest-serving Prime Minister.
25 years ago, on 1st June 2001 that Crown Prince Dipendra, heir to the Nepalese throne, massacred eight members of the royal family, including the King and Queen. He then shot himself and died three days later.  
20 years ago, on 18th June 2006 that American bishop Katherine Jefferts Schori became the first woman to be elected as a primate in the Anglican Communion.  She became the Presiding Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal Church from November 2006 until 2015.
10 years ago, on 3rd June 2016 that Muhammad Ali, American world heavyweight boxer, died.  He was regarded as the greatest heavyweight boxer of all time.
Also 10 years ago, on 16th June 2016 that Jo Cox, Labour MP for Batley and Spen, was murdered by a far-right extremist.  She was 41.
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Also 10 years ago, on 23rd June 2016 that the UK European Union (EU) membership referendum was held.  52 per cent of voters voted to leave the EU, and 48 per cent voted to remain.  The UK left the EU on 31st January 2020.

Nigel Beeton writes:  Every June the Monarch's 'official' birthday is marked by a military parade in London, Trooping the Colour. It originated as a way of making sure that troops recognised their standard flag - the colour - so that they could rally to it in a battle.
This year it takes place on 13th June.

Trooping the Colour
A National occasion in crimson and black
No button misplaced; no harness is slack.
The rhythmic precision of mass marching feet –
The pulse of the nation and heritage meet!

The beat of the drums, the sound of the band
The parade is exquisitely, perfectly planned.
The long months of training, hard effort applied
Build up to this moment of national pride!

The horses and soldiers all form up in ranks
The audience watching can’t help but gives thanks!
For those standing tall out there on the sand
Prepared to give all for our King and our land.

Quiet prayers
The little boy was saying his go-to-bed prayers in a very low voice.
“I can’t hear you, dear,” his mother whispered.
“Wasn’t talking to you,” said the small one firmly.
Motoring holiday
Lost Husband: Where are we now?
Wife: Halfway between Paris and Marseilles, dear.
Husband: Don’t bother me with details. What country are we in?
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Golf
Golfer: "I'd move heaven and earth to break 100 on this course."
Caddie: "Try heaven, you've already moved most of the earth."


David Pickup, a solicitor, wonders about all those lost keys at home… 

Lots of keys, but what do they open?

“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of Him who… holds the key of David. What He opens no one can shut, and what He shuts no one can open.” (Revelation 3:7)

My house is full of keys. There seem to be pots full of them in many rooms. I have no idea what most of them are for. None are labelled. 
We lost an important key recently, and the only clue as to what it looks like was that there were two keys on one ring. Not much help, because there are lots like that. I expect it will turn up some day, probably when we are not looking for it. 
I had a large bunch of keys which I carry every day, but I removed most because they were so heavy. Probably some of those keys opened the house I lived in 50 years ago! We do not like throwing keys away. We always think they will come in useful. I cannot think how! 
At one of the churches that I attend, the wardens, quite rightly, decided to change the locks and presented me with a new key. I still have the old one on the ring as I have not thrown it away. Probably every time I try to get into the church, I will try both keys as they look the same. There are other keys on the church keys ring, but I have no idea what they are for. 
St Peter was given the keys to the Kingdom, but there is another verse about keys from Revelation which I like. I expect that key will not get lost!

[image: ]page 21
· Sometimes I think I understand everything - but then I regain consciousness. 
· It's weird, being the same age as old people.



Need total darkness to sleep? 
According to followers of ‘The Dutch Method’, it is good to sleep with your curtains open.  
That way, in the morning your bedroom slowly floods with natural light, which coincides with your circadian rhythm, the internal body clock that regulates your sleep cycle. Natural light also stops the production of melatonin (your sleep hormone) and triggers a natural rise in cortisol. That lets you know that the new day has begun. It is considered a gentle way to wake up.
Nevertheless, others of us prefer the curtains to be shut, and need pitch black to sleep.  
Whichever you prefer, here are some tips on sleep and waking up.
~ Natural light in the morning is good for you. It is better to go for a walk at the start of each day, rather than to head straight for your phone and computer.
~ Melatonin levels decline as we get older, which makes it harder to fall and stay asleep.  
~ Our body clock can shift to earlier, leaving us sleepier at night, but more awake earlier in the morning.  
~ As we age, we become more sensitive to disruption during the night, and things like stress, life changes, noise or light can have a bigger impact.
~ A good routine before sleep is essential. Aim for bed at the same time, empty your head with a to-do list for tomorrow, clear your thoughts, and relax.
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Prayer for June 2026
Father,
Here we are in June – a beautiful month and a month when we remember a beautiful follower of Yours, Barnabas. He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith and he encouraged Your people to remain true to You in what must have been dangerous times. 
Lord, in these dangerous days, when so much seems alien and out of control, how we all need to be encouraged to be steadfast in our faith and in our lives. How we need to remember that You are our faithful, sovereign Lord; that You never change; that in Jesus You have won the victory over sin and death. If we put our trust in Jesus, we are secure for all eternity. 
Thank You for the example of Barnabas. Help us to be encouraged and to encourage others. May we enjoy June in all its beauty, knowing that nothing can separate us from You.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.                                             By Daphne Kitching

With June weddings in mind
“If we did become engaged, would you give me a ring?” she said.
“Yes, of course!” he replied. “What is your number again?”
Weight
Signing the register at a wedding, the groom had difficulty in making his ball-point pen work. “Put you weight on it,” said the vicar. So, the groom complied: ‘John Smith (twelve stone, four pounds)’
Mother-in-law
Young man asked to describe his mother-in-law: “Generally speaking, she’s generally speaking.”
Love
They say he married her because her aunt left her a fortune. He hotly denies it, saying that he would have married her whom ever left her the fortune.
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If you have any material or news of the church family you would like including in the JULY/AUGUST DOUBLE MAGAZINE, please give material to Jean Whitehead by hand, post or email to office@moldgreenurc.org.uk on or before SUNDAY 21st JUNE
for the magazine deadline please!!!

 Answers to the crossword
ACROSS: 1, Wickedness. 7, Harpist. 8, Teach. 10, Side. 11, Impostor. 
13, Encamp. 15, Saddle. 17, Ignorant. 18, Tent. 21, Grass. 22, Olivier. 
23, Wrongdoers.
DOWN: 1, World. 2, Crib. 3, Entomb. 4, National. 5, Started. 6, Whispering. 9, Harvesters. 12, Imprison. 14, Centaur. 16, Unload. 19, Evils, 20, Give.


RECYCLING
There is a basket in the church entrance where you may deposit any old Christmas cards/Birthday cards etc and we are also recycling plastic sweet tubs e.g. Heroes, Celebrations etc, empty of course!


Miscellaneous observations on life
· The most effective way to remember your wife’s birthday is to forget it once. – Ogden Nash
· I had some words with my wife, and she had some paragraphs with me. - Sigmund Freud
· I took the wife’s family out for tea and biscuits. They weren’t too happy about having to give blood though. - Les Dawson
· Love is grand; divorce is a hundred grand. - Anon
· I had a ploughman’s lunch the other day. He wasn’t very happy about it. - Tommy Cooper
· Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does anything about it. - Mark Twain
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