      ACTIVITIES IN CHURCH
Sunday		11.00am  Family Church Service/Communion monthly
			 Curling after Sunday service-(September to April)
                                                                                                                   (twice monthly)

Monday		9.45am  U3A Bridge (cancelled)   
                                       1.30pm  U3A Scottish Dancing
                                       2.00pm  Monday Fellowship (twice monthly)
                                       6.30pm   St John’s Ambulance

Tuesday                  10.00am    Zumba Gold exercise class
                                       11.00am   Pulmonary Rehab Clinic
                                       12.30pm   Pulmonary Fibrosis Support Group 
                                                                  (1st in the month)
			  1.45pm    Sequence  Dance                                      
                                         7.30pm    Huddersfield Miniatures (2nd in month)
			  6.00pm    Huddersfield Choral Society (rehearsals)

Wednesday 		 9.00am     Tumble Tots
			10.00am     Drop-In/Dominoes Coffee morning
			10.00am     Knit & Natter - Lunch 12noon
                                       7.30pm       Friendship Club Dance

Thursday	            9.00am     Childminders
                                        10.00am    U3A Mahjong
			 12.30pm    Pulmonary Rehab Clinic
                                         2.00pm    U3A Social Bridge

Friday	            10.30am   Living Well with Dementia (weekly)
			   1.30pm    Latin Class (Sept-March)
			   2.00pm    Shared Harmonies (weekly)

Saturday		 10.00am-11.30am Coffee Morning
                                         9.00am  Tumble Tots

Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals by arrangement.
Contact: Church Office 01484 430556 email - office@moldgreenurc.org.uk
Enquiries for room hire – email - bookingsformurc@outlook.com
Activities are weekly unless otherwise stated.
U3A classes take place from September through to March. 
Other activities –   concerts are organised during the year.		

	
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
MOLDGREEN HUDDERSFIELD
WORKING WITH CHRIST AND THE COMMUNITY 

  JULY & AUGUST 2026

Moldgreen is part of the Huddersfield 
Pastorate of United Reformed Churches
[image: ]


[image: cid:image001.png@01D68084.9BFFF690]

Mission Statement
“WORKING WITH CHRIST AND 
THE COMMUNITY”

What we believe
We take seriously our responsibility to share our faith
and love with others and are seeking avenues of service
and mission in our church, homes, places of work,
communities and across the world.
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                                                                             July/August 2026
Dear Friends,
The bright mornings and the long-lasting evening sun of July and August - really warm the energy levels, mind and faith. This is the time of year that gets us outside, where we can unwind and gives us a burst liveliness from all the hard work we have been putting in at the beginning of the year. 
God gives us the reward of Summer! I like to read my Bible outside at times like these, to take myself out of my office and pray, read and write in the garden surrounded by the plants, and animals. Enjoying morning prayers, sitting all sleepy sipping my coffee and thinking about all the good that can be done today.
I like to sit on the beach on holiday, feet in the sand, reading all about Jesus and imagining his teaching to the crowds next to the sea. I like to go for long walks on my days off down the bridle paths, foot paths and up into the hills. After the steady effort of hiking to the top, placing out my blanket and settling on the grass, looking across Yorkshire and reading the psalms with my friends, sharing food and taking a break. 
I hope that over these next two months that you find yourself a space of enjoyment in the sun, on holiday, out and about in the presence of Jesus.
I pray you are brought joy, peace and love by the Holy Spirit that blesses every day for you, your family and friends.
Let us Pray,
Lord,
Bring us sun over the land and sea
Bring us days shining, playfull till late into the evening,
Bring us days out, barbecues, weddings, fetes and water fights.
Bring us heat and radiance dancing over us, beautiful and abundant.
Bring us protection of suncream, candles to keep away the bugs 
and ice-creams to cool us down. 
We lift up everything to you – Lifegiving Lord. Amen
Many Blessings,     Rev Sarah Fitton               page 2

Faith Film Questions
In our last Film Club, we have watched the film adaptation of the book ‘The Shack’. If you would like to watch this film, you can watch this on streaming platforms (Netflix or Amazon) at home. It is a Christian film exploring the themes of grief, suffering and representations of the Trinity. Please see the following faith questions for you enjoy as you watch the film.
The Shack
· We join Mack in a very depressed and trauma filled time in his life, where he has disconnected to his faith, his other children and struggling to hold on to understanding his wife after the disappearance and murder of his youngest child – how does this film attempt to answer the question how can there be a loving all powerful God when great suffering happens? 

· How is the Trinity (God, Jesus and Holy Spirit) represented in the film? Why is this useful to Mack and to us?

· What does this story say about reconciliation, forgiveness, mercy and grief?

· What do you think about the two experiences of when tragedy happens, Mack finds it really hard to love God and isolates himself while his wife clings on to God to help her through a suffering that will never go and accepting her new life. How would you support people going through these things as a person of faith?

· What parts of this story do you like? 
· What parts of the story do you struggle with? 
· What parts of the story do you find new or changeling to your faith?                                                                         
      page 3


News of the church family
We hope you are all keeping well, it is lovely to see our regular congregation on a Sunday and those from our Waverley pastorate who join us occasionally, and not forgetting our ‘zoomers’ at home, plus new people who we have welcomed.  We also welcome our regular groups and new groups who hire space during the week.
We do hope you will continue to pray for all our church fellowship, friends and family, our local community, and the wider world. 
Please continue to remember our members and friends, Brenda McVeigh and Margaret Hines and Audrey Greenwood, who are both in residential homes living near their families and those who live at home and are not able to come to church. 
If you are able, please do keep in touch with people, a telephone call and a chat is always welcome.
Brian and Pat’s Hellawell’s son Matthew’s funeral was on 16th June at Moldgreen URC conducted by Rev George Courtney.
Matthew’s family and many friends attended and his colleagues from Bridgewood Trust where he worked.
Please continue to remember others in our fellowship who are going through serious health problems, and we send our love and prayers to them all.   
We ask you to remember and pray for all these people mentioned and others known to you who are unwell or experiencing difficulties. Please remember those who are caring for their loved ones and those of our fellowship, pastorate, family, and friends who have been bereaved. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN JULY & AUGUST
July 1st     Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                 Knit & Natter – Lunch 12noon
July 3rd      Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
July 4th     Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
July 5th     Family Church Service 11.00am
July 6th     Monday Fellowship 2.00pm
July 8th     Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                 Knit & Natter – Lunch at 12noon 
page 4             

July 10th   Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
July 11th   Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
July 12th   Family Church Service 11.00am
                 GIFT DAY AND LUNCH
July 17th   Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
July 18th   Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
July 19th    Family Church Service 11.00am
July 20th    Monday Fellowship 2.00pm A.G.M.
July 21st    Elders Meeting 9.30am on zoom
July 24th    Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
July 25th    Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
July 26th    Family Church Service 11.00am
July 27th    Marvellous Monday’s holiday activity session
July 31st    Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
Aug 1st      Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
Aug 2nd     Family Church Service 11.00am
Aug 3rd      Marvellous Monday’s holiday activity session
Aug 7th      Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
Aug 8th      Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
Aug 9th      Family Church Service 11.00am
Aug 10th    Marvellous Monday’s holiday activity session
Aug 14th    Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
Aug 15th    Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
Aug 16th    Family Church Service 11.00am
Aug 17th    Marvellous Monday’s holiday activity session
Aug 21st    Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
Aug 22nd   Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
Aug 23rd    Family Church Service 11.00am
                 Church meeting after service
Aug 30th    Joint pastorate service at Moldgreen URC

Church meeting dates for your diary
Elders Meeting – 21st July 9.30pm on zoom
Church meetings 23rd August - 22nd November 
 all after the Sunday services. 
                                              page 5


SUNDAY SERVICES IN JULY & AUGUST
All services start at 11.00am unless indicated
July 5th       Family Church Service – Jo Mawdsley
July 12th     Family Church Service – Rev Sarah Fitton 
                   GIFT DAY & LUNCH
July 19th     Family Church Service – Helen Snashall
                   Communion – Janet Straughan 
July 26th    Family Church Service – Rev Sarah Fitton
Aug 2nd      Family Church Service – Mark Binns
Aug 9th       Family Church Service – Rev Sarah Fitton/Communion
Aug 16th     Family Church Service – Digital Service
Aug 23rd     Family Church Service – Rev Sarah Fitton
                   Church Meeting after the service
Aug 30th     Joint pastorate service at Moldgreen URC

DUTY ELDERS IN JULY & AUGUST
July 5th         Jean Whitehead
July 12th       Mark Binns   
July 19th       John North   
July 26th       Christine Hall   
Aug 2nd        Janet Straughan
Aug 9th         Jo Mawdsley 
Aug 16th       Julie Johnston
Aug 23rd       Mark Binns   
Aug 30th       Jean Whitehead

FLOWERS IN CHURCH FOR JULY & AUGUST
July 5th       Christine Hall
July 12th     Margaret Borrill
July 19th     Brenda McVeigh
July 26th     Barbara Ellis
Aug 2nd      In Memory of Ethel O’Brien
Aug 9th       George & Janet Straughan
Aug 16th     In Memory of Hazel Martindale
Aug 23rd     Julie Lindley
Aug 30th                                                                page 6   
Here’s a letter from the Synod Office.
   We wish our Moderator all the best	
Dear Friends,
I am about to take receipt of a wonderful gift - the URC’s gift to Ministers of a three-month Sabbatical.  From 8th June I will be out of communication, and taking time to read, reflect, travel, research and refresh.
Early in my Sabbatical Fran and I will be travelling up to the island of Iona, and then (without Fran!) I will be walking the West Highland Way.  I will be doing some research on the way in which the 13 Synods are using their meetings of Synod.  I also have a large pile of books on a variety of subjects to aid my reflection.  In the middle of the Sabbatical Fran and I will be travelling by train and ferry to Norway and will be spending time with family.
I am grateful to all those who are taking up extra responsibilities during my time away from my desk.  I have confidence that the Synod team will ably continue the work of the Synod.  Please do ask the office if you need a question answered - they should know where to direct your query.
I look forward to hearing about all the things that have happened in the life of the Synod when I return in the Autumn.  The mission of the church doesn’t stop just because the Moderator is away!  My prayers for you all as you continue in faithful service and witness.
Blessings           Revd Jamie Kissack – Moderator – Yorkshire Synod
[image: ]
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Reformed
Have you ever dipped into the URC Magazine Reformed?

The magazine was previously called Reform but with great fanfare it has now acquired as extra ‘ed’
The latest issue has a range of articles about faith, community, migration and much more.
I was particularly taken by an article by Daleen Ten Cate a Mission and Discipleship Mentor for the URC’s Northwest Synod.
She states, 
‘Churches are challenged to do things not for or to communities but with them.
Do you remember changing our Mission Statement at the last Church Meeting?
Seems that without ever meeting Daleen we are in agreement!
If you want to try out the Reformed magazine it is available to borrow from the church foyer.

Tesco Food Collections
Five days a week we receive donations of surplus goods from the Tesco Express store on Long Lane which go into our community food cupboard or are used for groups. If anyone who has transport and would be able to collect a box of items on an occasional basis (particularly when Helen is on holiday) it would be appreciated. The boxes aren’t normally heavy but if needed staff will help you load them into your car. Donations need to be collected between 7am and 10am. If you may be able to help occasionally, please speak to Helen.
Prayer Chain
Over many years a few of our fellowship have been part of a prayer chain and committed to pray at times of greater need.  Once a need was recognised the chain was set in motion and members contacted each other by telephone, to pray. Well, times change – we can now do this by email. A group of the original members and elders have agreed to pray by request.
page 8
Sarah has kindly written a prayer to help us along. If at any time you would like to request prayer for yourself or others, please contact Jo Mawdsley who will circulate the request. If you have family or friends or know of other people in need of prayer, you may find the prayer helpful to use on an individual level.                 
          
PRAYER CHAIN PRAYER
Lord, I lift up this prayer to you because,
I believe in your powerful healing touch,
That, when all our strength is gone from body, mind and soul,
We can rely on you to care for what needs to be cared for,
Heal what needs to be healed.
Hold close, the person (s) we are praying for,
We ask you to lay your presence of calm, love and light
Over them and we entrust their difficulties to you.
As your disciples we pray in and through Jesus’ name.    Amen


MONDAY FELLOWSHIP
The schedule for July is as follows :-
July 6th -      Jo Mawdsley – Our second-best favourite songs.
July 20th -   AGM (followed by tea, coffee and cakes)
There will be no meetings in August. Starting again 7th  September.
All meetings begin at 2pm in the small meeting room.           
George Binns

Adopted
The teacher's young pupils were discussing a picture of a family. One little boy in the picture had a different hair colour than the other members. One of the children suggested that he was adopted. A little girl said, "I know all about adoption; I was adopted."
"What does it mean to be adopted?" asked another child.
"It means", said the girl, "that you grew in your mommy's heart instead of her tummy."
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The World Cup - Canon Paul Hardingham considers football.

Many across the world are united in watching the World Cup in the United States, Mexico and Canada. However, football is more than just a game; it can illustrate some key points about the Christian life. As Paul writes: ‘But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus.’ (Philippians 3:13b,14).
A prize to be won: The dream of every player in the competition is to be able to hold up the World Cup themselves. Christians grasp to the prize of eternal life, God’s gift to us of relationship with Jesus for now and eternity. However, there’s an important difference between football and the Christian faith. To win the World Cup you have to be good enough, while Christ’s love for us is underserved and not dependent on how well we’ve done. 
Training to be undertaken: If a team is going to win the World Cup, training is vital! Our training, as Christians, starts the moment we accept the gift of God’s life. On a daily basis, we train ourselves to say no to the wrong things in our lives. As we build up our godly muscles we are better able to choose to do what is right in God’s eyes. To enable us to do all this we need to engage in the spiritual disciplines of prayer, studying the Bible and being part of a church and small group. How is your training going? 
The former Liverpool Manager Bill Shankly famously said, ‘Some people believe football is a matter of life and death, I am very disappointed with that attitude. I can assure you it is much, much more important than that!’


In or out?
After cleaning his young patient's teeth, the dentist accompanied the five-year-old boy to the reception area, only to see him struggle with the oak door. "It's heavy, isn't it?" asked the dentist.
"Yes," he said. "Is that so children can't escape?"
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22nd July - St Mary Magdalene, patron of repentant sinners

It is easy to understand the popularity of Mary Magdalene over the centuries: she is the patron saint both of repentant sinners and of the contemplative life.  
Jesus drove seven demons from Mary, who came from near Tiberius in Galilee. She became His follower to the bitter end. She followed Him to Jerusalem and was present during the crucifixion, standing heart-broken at the foot of the cross. Her love for Jesus did not end there, for she went to the tomb to anoint His body on the Sunday morning.  
Such faithful, humble devotion was richly repaid; it gave her a unique privilege among all mankind: she was the first person to whom the Risen Lord appeared on Easter Sunday morning. She thought He was the gardener at first.
Mary Magdalene has sometimes been identified with the woman who anointed Christ’s feet in the house of Simon (Luke 7:37). Over the centuries many artists have painted this scene. Mary Magdalene’s feast has been kept in the West since the 8th century.  England has 187 ancient churches dedicated to her, as well as a College in both Oxford and Cambridge.

Best handwriting please!     
David Pickup, a lawyer, considers writing a letter
  “See how large a letter I have written unto you with my own hand”.              (Galatians 6 v 11)
I am sat in a train and most of my fellow passengers are preparing for their important days by typing away on laptops and checking their phones. I am probably only person who has a notebook open beside them with a list of things to do, written in pencil. A couple of weeks ago I was waiting for a train and a member of staff noted I was writing a letter with “one of those things,” meaning a fountain pen.  
Being a lawyer I am supposed to be traditional and old fashioned. I still like writing letters and receiving postcards. Notes written in pencil work when there is a good signal or none. I was often told at school not to use pencil as it faded over time. I remember reading official war diaries written in the trenches in pencil that crystal clear after eighty years, so nerr, were wrong! page11
Paul had a secretary to write for him. Perhaps his eyesight was failing, or his handwriting had got worse with time as it does for most of us. Several times, St Paul ends his letters by taking the pen from his secretary and writing himself. He did it to emphasise a point or to add a human touch. 
The world we live in needs clear, bold words and the Church must write them. 
Why our ‘crumbling infrastructure’ is hurting older people
Poorly paved roads, unsafe crossings and poor public toilets are slowing people down.  Especially older people. Rather than getting out and about in their communities, they tend to feel safer staying inside. 
But the lack of regular, positive exercise is a danger for them. Such is the verdict of a recent report from MPs serving on the Health and Social Care Select Committee.  
The MPs stress that what they call Britain’s ‘crumbling infrastructure’ is leading to many preventable health conditions, ranging from obesity, type 2 diabetes, heart disease, cancer, the onset of frailty, dementia and disability. 
Figures suggest that 44 per cent of people aged 75 or older are doing less than 30 minutes of moderate physical activity per week. In the UK, lack of activity is associated with a staggering one in six deaths and is estimated to cost £7.4bn a year.
So, the MPs are calling for local action to fix streets and crossings, and to put in more toilets and public seating, as well as better national transport.
Layla Moran, the chairman of the health select committee, said: “Staying physically active can help older people to live not just longer, but healthier, happier, more sociable lives.”

Never too old for cricket
 “Well, well,” said the old gentleman to some boys who were playing cricket. “I wish I could join your game, but I’m too old.”
“You CAN join in,” said one young player. “Our ball has just gone through that window. You can go and ask for it back.”
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Is danger lurking in your fridge?
When you look in your fridge, what do you see? Milk, butter, vegetables and last night’s leftovers?  
So far, so good. But what about the things that you don’t see?  A recent survey of people’s fridges found that more than half of them were harbouring dangerous bacteria such as E. coli, salmonella and listeria. So, it seems that unless we take care of our fridges, they can become playgrounds for germs. 
Veggie drawers with bits of slimy carrots or liquefying greens have been found to harbour more bacteria per square centimetre than a toilet seat. Plates of raw meat can be a bacterial timebomb. Even door seals and fridge handles can be a germ hotspot. 
The key thing is to regularly wipe shelves and drawers down with a mild disinfectant, remove stale food, and to keep the temperature of the fridge at five degrees. Don’t overcrowd your fridge (which can block air circulation) and don’t engage in the classic ‘fridge food linger,’ staring into the open fridge while deciding what you want to eat. 
Warm air will be rushing in.
Your fridge is the hardest working appliance in your kitchen, but it needs your help. 

Holiday soothies -   For those about to go on holiday…
For dealing with motion sickness, ginger capsules are your new friend.  Available from any health store, they do a wonderful job in calming upset tummies.
For fever or frayed tempers, take some camomile tea bags with you. Camomile tea doesn’t just calm your nerves; cooled down, the tea also soothes sunburn.     
For banning mosquitoes & insomnia, take some essential oil of lavender. Mosquitoes hate the smell, so if you put a few drops around your pillow at night, you can help keep them at bay – and help yourself drift off to sleep.
Bucket list
I'm proud to announce that I have completed the first item on my bucket list. I have the bucket.                  page 13
Sea Sunday - 12th July
Sea Sunday is the day each year when churches worldwide come together to pray for seafarers, and to support The Mission to Seafarers’ frontline ministry to them.
Seafarers are essential to everyday life, yet many work unseen, facing long periods away from home, isolation, and often dangerous conditions. Sea Sunday offers an opportunity to pause and give thanks for the men and women who keep our world moving.
The Mission to Seafarers works in ports across the world. In 2025 alone, it made over 48,000 ship visits, provided shore leave transport for more than 150,000 seafarers, and ran programmes on family support and suicide prevention.
These moments of care — a visit on board, practical help ashore, or someone to listen — can make a profound difference to seafarers far from home.
For Sea Sunday 2026, the theme is ‘Harbours of Hope: The Church Alongside Seafarer’, inspired by Matthew 25. This theme celebrates the local church as a place of welcome, refuge, and hope — a community offering both spiritual and practical safety to those who work at sea. It invites congregations to reflect on how they can stand alongside seafarers through prayer, hospitality, generosity, and justice.
There is a wide range of free downloadable resources on Sea Sunday, which can be found at:  https://www.missiontoseafarers.org

[image: ]
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All in the month of JULY
250 years ago, on 4th July 1776 that the US Declaration of Independence was adopted by the Second Continental Congress.
250 years ago, from 12th July 1776 to 4th October 1780, that the British explorer Captain James Cook made his third and final voyage. He travelled to New Zealand and Hawaii, where he was killed in a violent exchange with the local people.  
200 years ago, on 4th July 1826 that Stephen Foster, the ‘father of American music’ was born. His songs include Oh! Susanna, Camptown Races, and Swanee River.                           
Also 200 years ago, on 5th July 1826 that Sir Stamford Raffles, Lieutenant-Governor of the Dutch East Indies and later of Bencoolen (now in Sumatra) died. He was the founder of modern Singapore.
175 years ago, on 3rd July 1851 that Charles Bannerman, British-born Australian cricketer, was born. He scored the first-ever run in Test cricket and also scored the first century in Test cricket.
Also 175 years ago, on 10th July 1851 that Louis Daguerre, French photographer and artist who invented the daguerreotype photography process was born. Regarded as one of the fathers of photography.
Also 175 years ago, on 24th July 1851 that the Window Tax was abolished in England and Wales. The tax was introduced in 1696 and was based on the number of windows in a house. It led to many windows being bricked up. It was replaced by a tax on inhabited buildings.
125 years ago, on 9th July 1901 that Dame Barbara Cartland, romantic novelist, was born.  She wrote 723 novels, including 23 in a single year, and sold more than one billion copies of her books.  
100 years ago, on 15th July 1926 that Leopoldo Galtieri was born. As president/military ruler of Argentina, he ordered Argentina’s invasion of the Falkland Islands.
90 years ago, on 24th July 1936 that the speaking clock telephone service was launched in the UK. 
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80 years ago, on 22nd July 1946 that the King David Hotel in Jerusalem was attacked. The Irgun (a militant right-wing Zionist group) bombed the hotel which housed the British administrative headquarters for Palestine. 91 people were killed.
75 years, on 13th July 1951 that Arnold Schoenberg, the Austrian-born American composer died. One of the most influential composers of the 20th century, though the Nazis considered his music degenerate, because he was Jewish.
60 years ago, on 30th July 1966 that the 1966 FIFA World Cup final took place. England beat Germany 4 – 2.  English player Geoff Hurst became the first (and only) player to score a hat-trick in a World Cup final. 
50 years ago, on 4th July 1976 that Operation Entebbe took place. Israeli commandos staged a counter-terrorist hostage-rescue mission at Entebbe 
Airport in Uganda, following the hijacking of an Air France plane on 27th June.  
Also 50 years ago, on 20th July 1976 that NASA’s Viking 1 lander successfully landed on Mars and sent back the first photographs from the surface of Mars.
Also 50 years ago, on 29th July 1976 that the pier-head of Southend Pier in Essex was destroyed by fire. It is the world’s longest pier.  It re-opened in 1986, but then a tanker crashed into it, creating a 70-foot gap.  It reopened again in 1989, but two further fires, in 1999 and 2005, caused significant damaged.  It reopened in July 2012.
40 years ago, on 28th July 1986 that British estate agent Suzy Lamplugh failed to return from an appointment in London, sparking the biggest missing person investigation since Lord Lucan. She has never been found.
30 years ago, on 1st July 1996 that candidates taking the British driving test also had to pass a written exam for the first time.  
30 years ago, on 5th July 1996 that Dolly the sheep was born. She was the first cloned mammal at the Roslin Institute in Edinburgh. Died in 2003.
25 years ago, on 2nd July 2001 that Barry George was convicted of killing British TV presenter Jill Dando in April 1999. He was sentenced to life imprisonment, but later acquitted and the case remains unsolved.
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20 years ago, on 1st July 2006 that Fred Trueman, cricket player and broadcaster died.  Seen as one of the greatest bowlers in cricketing history.
Also 20 years ago, on 15th July 2006 that Twitter, the online micro-blogging service, was launched.  
Also 20 years ago, on 20th July 2006 that Tesla Motors unveiled its first model, the Tesla Roadster. It went on sale in February 2008.
15 years ago, on 9th July 2011 that South Sudan gained its independence from Sudan. It is the world’s newest country.
10 years ago, on 13th July 2016 that Theresa May became Prime Minister (until 2019) after David Cameron resigned following the UK’s referendum on leaving the European Union.  
Also 10 years ago, on 26th July that Hillary Clinton became the first woman to be nominated for President of the USA by a major political party (Democrats). She lost to Donald Trump in the election that November.

Taxi/transport arrangements
As agreed, from January 2024 the transport rota was replaced by a subsidised taxi service. This means that people won’t have to worry 
about getting to church services and events. 
Each individual will be responsible for organising their own taxis though, 
if you can set up a sharing arrangement so much the better! Half the cost will be met from church funds.  George Binns has kindly agreed to hold the cash earmarked for this, so please see him for reimbursement. 
This arrangement will be available for church events as follows: Sunday and special services, Monday Fellowship, Wednesday Knit and Natter and Dominoes, Saturday coffee morning, as well as other church events such
as Gift Day.  We really do want people to take up this offer and hope that everyone understands how important it is that people should feel comfortable doing so. 

SATURDAY COFFEE MORNING
Saturday Coffee dates in July 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th.
                       Dates in August  1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd,29th.
from 10.00am to 11.30am. All welcome.
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Nigel Beeton writes: Beatrix Potter was born in Kensington on 28th July 1866, so that date this year marks 160 years since her birth. Born into the restrictive middle-class Victorian society, her world was one of rules and limits, but she had the courage to shake off those limits and her legacy to us of the unspoilt beauty of the lake district and her vivid imaginings of what the animals there got up to are almost timeless: 

Miss Potter
A rabbit in a coat of blue,
A hedgehog laundress, a badger, too;
A kitten – now, his name was ‘Tom’
Whose clothes were off much more than on!
Jemima was a ‘puddle duck’
Who thought a fox would bring her luck
Till Kep, the farmer’s collie dog
Saw through the fox’s scheming fog!

Although she dwelt in London’s dusts
Brought up with can’ts and don’ts and musts;
Her eyes just twinkled with the light
Of scenes beyond the smoky night!
Miss Potter saw the trees and woods
Which turned her ‘couldn’ts’ into ‘coulds’.
And she could – with ink and paint
Show us a world both rich and quaint.

So many summers since her birth
Her vivid creatures bring us mirth!
Her rabbits bring us timeless joy,
Her ducks that fox nor time destroy,
She brings us from the city’s smells
To brooks that weave through soaring fells!
So many summers since her birth –
Yet still she brings such joy to Earth!
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Who am I
An elderly woman walked into the local country church. The friendly usher greeted her at the door and helped her up the flight of steps. "Where would you like to sit?" he asked politely. "The front row please." she answered.  "You really don't want to do that", the usher said. "The vicar is boring." 
"Do you happen to know who I am?" the woman inquired. The man shook his head. "Well, I'm the vicar's mother," she said indignantly.
Do you know who I am?" he asked. The woman shook her head. "Good," he grinned. 

[image: ]
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ACROSS
1  Proverbs describes her as being ‘of noble character’ (Proverbs 31:10) (4)
3  ‘Shall we go up again — — against the Benjamites, our brothers?’ (Judges 20:23) (2,6)
8  A descendant of Shem (Genesis 10:28) (4)
9  ‘Anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my — ’ (Luke 14:27) (8)
11 Resentment(Ephesians 4:31) (10)
14 In Cain(anag.)(6)
15 ‘Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to—’ 
(Psalm 139:6) (6)
17 Intense (1 Thessalonians 4:5) (10)
20 Third Order of the Roman Catholic Church(8)
21 ‘At midnight the cry rang out, “Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to — him”’ (Matthew 25:6) (4)
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22 ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in — ’ 
(2 Corinthians 12:9) (8)
23 ‘As the — pants for streams of water,so my soul pants for you, O God’ (Psalm 42:1) (4)

DOWN
1 Nickname of popular First World War chaplain, the Revd G.A. Studdert Kennedy, — Willie (8)
2 Occasion of religious joy (Lamentations 2:22) (5,3)
4 ‘We three kings of — are’ (6)
5 Allegation or charge (Jude 9) (10)
6 Kind (1 Chronicles 12:33) (4)
7 ‘Open your — and look at the fields!’ (John 4:35) (4)
10 Also known as the Feast of Lights (John10:22) (10)
12 Area that saw the healing of two demon - possessed men and a herd 
of pigs stampeding to their deaths (Matthew 8:28) (8)
13 Forebear(James2:21) (8)
16 Name given to the first two books of the Apocrypha (6)
18 Esau sold his birthright for this (Genesis25:34) (4)
19 Rear(anag.)(4)
Answers to crossword on page 24

SUNDAY COFFEE/TEA JAR
Donations for our Sunday Coffee Jar for this year will be going to Kirkwood Hospice.
Don’t forget to pop some pennies in    
and enjoy a biscuit!
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Time for Prayer    by Daphne Kitching  
Father, 
We are all so busy. We rush here and there, trying to meet deadlines, trying to fit more and more into our already full days. So often we seem to run out of energy and time. Sometimes we wonder what it’s all about. 
Help us, Lord to recognise that we have time. You have given us every day of our lives. Help us to choose wisely how we use our lifetime. Help us to spend time with you first; to learn your ways; to encounter the living Jesus in the Bible and in prayer. And everything else will fall into place.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

If you have any material or news of the church family you would like including in the SEPTEMBER MAGAZINE, please give material to Jean Whitehead by hand, post or email to office@moldgreenurc.org.uk on or before 
SUNDAY  23RD AUGUST for the magazine deadline please!!!


 Answers to the crossword
ACROSS: 1, Wife. 3, To battle. 8, Obal. 9, Disciple. 11, Bitterness. 14, Niacin. 15, Attain. 17, Passionate. 20, Tertiary. 21, Meet. 22, Weakness. 23, Deer.
DOWN: 1, Woodbine. 2, Feast day. 4, Orient. 5, Accusation. 6, Type. 
7, Eyes. 10, Dedication. 12, Gadarene. 13, Ancestor. 16, Esdras. 18, Stew. 19, Area.
RECYCLING
There is a basket in the church entrance where you may deposit any old Christmas cards/Birthday cards etc and we are also recycling plastic sweet tubs e.g. Heroes, Celebrations etc, empty of course!

Sky at night
The scientific theory I like best is that the rings of Saturn are composed entirely of lost airline luggage.
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Time Choices by Daphne Kitching
(Luke 10:38-42)

Martha is distracted, too busy 
preparing for the needs of the day.
Not enough time… not enough time.

Mary is focused, taking time to meet the needs of the heart.
Sitting still, seeing through the paraphernalia of every day
with a new clarity that changes her world. 
Mary listens to Jesus. She chooses life. 

There is time…there is time.
We all have our lifetime. What will we choose?
Don’t Step on a Bee Day – 10th July

Have you ever wanted to step on a bee? Hopefully most of us haven’t – but the eye-catching name of this annual event aims to remind people of how important bees are in our ecosystem, and of the need to promote their protection.
Don’t Step on a Bee Day, highlights the crucial role bees play in pollination, and also that their populations are declining, because of habitat loss, pesticides, and climate change.
If you want to help the bees, here is what you can do:
Plant Bee-Friendly Flowers: Grow a variety of flowers in your garden that attract and support bees, such as lavender, sunflowers, and marigolds.
Avoid Using Pesticides: Reduce or eliminate these in your garden, to create a safer environment for bees.
Support Local Beekeepers: Purchase honey from local beekeepers, to help support sustainable beekeeping practices.
Create a Bee Bath: Place a shallow dish of water with stones in your garden to provide bees with a safe place to drink.
Educate Others: Share information about the importance of bees and how you protect them with friends, family, and on social media.
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Golf
There was a clergyman who was an avid golfer. One Sunday was a picture-perfect day for golf, and the minister could not resist the temptation. He rang his assistant and told him he was too ill to attend church. Then he packed up the car, drove 30 miles to a golf course, and began to play. But an angel watching the minister was quite perturbed. He went to God and said, “Look at the minister. He should be punished for what he's doing. 
God nodded in agreement as the minister teed up on the tenth hole. He swung, and the ball sailed effortlessly through the air and landed right in the cup, 350 yards away. A perfect hole-in-one. The minister was overjoyed. The angel turned to God and said: “Begging your pardon, but I thought You were going to punish him.” And God smiled. “Think about it; who can he tell?” 
[image: ]
Miscellaneous observations:
~ I’m supposed to respect my elders, but it’s getter harder and harder for me to find one now.
~ If I agreed with you, we’d both be wrong.
~ To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is research.
~ Where there’s a will, I want to be in it.
~ In filling out an application, where it says, “In case of emergency, notify ...” I answered, “a doctor.”
~ Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright - until you hear them speak.
~ Why do Americans choose from just two people to run for President, and 50 for Miss America?

  page 24

[image: ]


image2.png




image3.png
The
United
Reformed
Church




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg
"We've had a tip-off that the sermon
is going to over-run again."
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