      ACTIVITIES IN CHURCH
Sunday		11.00am  Family Church Service/Communion monthly
			 Curling after Sunday service-(September to April)
                                                                                                                   (twice monthly)

Monday		9.45am  U3A Bridge (cancelled)   
                                       1.30pm  U3A Scottish Dancing
                                       2.00pm  Monday Fellowship (twice monthly)
                                       6.30pm   St John’s Ambulance

Tuesday                  10.00am    Zumba Gold exercise class
                                       11.00am   Pulmonary Rehab Clinic
                                       12.30pm   Pulmonary Fibrosis Support Group 
                                                                  (1st in the month)
			  1.45pm    Sequence  Dance                                      
                                         7.30pm    Huddersfield Miniatures (2nd in month)
			  6.00pm    Huddersfield Choral Society (rehearsals)

Wednesday 		 9.00am     Tumble Tots
			10.00am     Drop-In/Dominoes Coffee morning
			10.00am     Knit & Natter - Lunch 12noon
                                       7.30pm       Friendship Club Dance

Thursday	            9.00am     Childminders
                                        10.00am    U3A Mahjong
			 12.30pm    Pulmonary Rehab Clinic
                                         2.00pm    U3A Social Bridge

Friday	            10.30am   Living Well with Dementia (weekly)
			   1.30pm    Latin Class (Sept-March)
			   2.00pm    Shared Harmonies (weekly)

Saturday		 10.00am-11.30am Coffee Morning
                                         9.00am  Tumble Tots

Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals by arrangement.
Contact: Church Office 01484 430556 email - office@moldgreenurc.org.uk
Enquiries for room hire – email - bookingsformurc@outlook.com
Activities are weekly unless otherwise stated.
U3A classes take place from September through to March. 
Other activities –   concerts are organised during the year.		
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Mission Statement
“WORKING FOR CHRIST AND 
THE COMMUNITY”
What we believe
We believe in God, source, and sustainer of creation.
We believe in God, revealed in Jesus Christ, the eternal
Word of God made flesh.
We believe in God, ever present in the Holy Spirit who
Brings the Gospel to fruition.
How we achieve our mission
We are a fellowship of people who seek to worship God
through our lives and witness to other people.
We take seriously our responsibility to share our faith and 
Love with others and are seeking avenues of service and mission in our church, homes, community and places of work.
We seek to prepare ourselves for this mission to others 
through our prayers and obedience to God’s will.
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                                                                         MAY 2026


Dear Friends,

We have just come off the celebrations of Easter Day, with its striking music, powerful stories, overflowing love and those family roast dinner meals, rich in care and laughter. For he is Risen! Sometimes it is so easy to have the low, the lull and self-declared ‘time off’ from worship or reflection in the weeks following this.
But we should never be without Joy, so as we enter into the bright, lightness of May – come to church with excitement, really to receive, to value the beauty of yet more stories of Jesus and the lesser stories of the Old Testament. We begin with opening a new book of the Bible in our worship for the next 7 weeks. We shall be reading from the book of Esther. I invite you to keep your Bibles to hand, you can begin reading now, or as we go, week on week. If you don’t have a personal Bible, don’t worry, approach the Elders and I and we can give you a Bible of your very own. You are more than welcome.

A simple May prayer for you all;
Dear Lord,
Make this May a step closer to you
Make this May a step closer to love
Make this May a step closer to knowledge
Make this month of May,  
explode with messages of hope, worthiness and promise.
Make this May a step closer in looking for you,
A God that is right under our nose, surprising, unexpected and full of life!
May we have the love of the everlasting God, Peace of Christ and the Life-giving Spirit with us always.  Amen

Yours in Christ, Rev Sarah Fitton
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Moldgreen Faith Questions – Ask Anything
Dear Friends,
We have received another interesting question from our question box.
Question: ‘It has been more than 2000 years since Jesus promised he would return where is he? Has he forgotten about us?’
This is a question that was asked by many of his disciples, apostles and followers 2000 years ago. These followers expected to see Jesus in their lifetime again, full filling the promise of Christ’s second coming. However, they never saw Jesus on earth again after he ascended to Heaven. 
This question has been asked over and over in every generation since – people have poured over scripture and signs and society to pinpoint Jesus’ exact return, and these dates, times and moments have come and gone. The big build up and the anticlimax. At each point – saying ‘where is he?’, ‘has he forgotten about us?’. The simple answer is no, he hasn’t forgotten about us, he is in heaven, at one with God. To us 2000 years is a long time, it is remarkable, and we often cannot think about 2000 years of earth after us. 
However, God is eternal and time isn’t linear nor is it consequential to God, it is everything, always and now. God isn’t counting down or counting up for when to return, God is watching over us, being present and working for our good.
According to the Bible, Mark 13 v 32 - 33 ‘no one knows the exact day or year of Jesus’ return, not even the angels nor the son, but only the father. Be on guard! Be Alert!’. This is so people do not tangle themselves in dates and wasting the purpose God has given them on being distracted by Jesus’ return. Our calling is staying alert, stay firm, share love and live like Jesus. 


      page 3

The purpose of Jesus’ return is the establishment of God’s kingdom, a final judgement of evil and the creation of a new perfect existence. He has not forgotten about us but is taking the time for us to have the fullest of life on earth now, having received the grace of Jesus’ salvation and the outliving of the Holy Spirit. 
When we look around at the world in turmoil, we see that, as the human race never learns from our mistakes, there will always be the poor, the struggling, times of war and time of disasters. But then, we see extreme moments of peace, love, hope, healing and compassion – and remember all is not lost. I don’t know when God will come again, I don’t know the time only that I urge you to stay connected to his love, connected to serving one another and experience God’s return either if we are still living or dead to this world because either way – we have eternal life, the promise has been fulfilled here in now and yet not yet! All the days of your life and the life after death – he has not forgotten you and will grant you peace.
Amen


News of the church family
We hope you are all keeping well, it is lovely to see our regular congregation on a Sunday and those from our Waverley pastorate who join us occasionally, and not forgetting our ‘zoomers’ at home, plus new people who we have welcomed.  We also welcome our regular groups and new groups who hire space during the week.
We do hope you will continue to pray for all our church fellowship, friends and family, our local community, and the wider world. 
Please continue to remember our members and friends. Margaret Hines and Audrey Greenwood, who are both in residential homes living near their families and those who live at home and are not able to come to church. 
Brenda McVeagh had a spell in hospital recently but is thankfully back home again, and we send our love and prayers to Brenda.
Margaret Hines will be celebrating her 100th birthday on May 5th and we send our love and prayers on her special day.
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If you are able, please do keep in touch with people, a telephone call and a chat is always welcome. 
It has been lovely to see June Atkinson at church, when she is able and she sometimes pops up at the Saturday Coffee Morning.
Tony Rose is still in hospital, as far as we know and we send him and his wife Mary our love and prayers.       
Please continue to remember others in our fellowship who are going through serious health problems, and we send our love and prayers to them all.   We ask you to remember and pray for all these people mentioned and others known to you who are unwell or experiencing difficulties. Please remember those who are caring for their loved ones and those of our fellowship, pastorate, family, and friends who have been bereaved. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN MAY
May 1st     Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
May 2nd    Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
May 3rd     Family Church Service 11.00am
May 5th     Elders meeting – on zoom 9.30am
May 6th     Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                 Knit & Natter – Lunch 12noon 
May 7th     District Council Elections 7.00am – 10.00pm
May 8th     Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
May 9th     Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
May10th    Family Church Service 11.00am
                 Followed by Church Meeting
May 10th-16th       Christian Aid Week
May 11th   Monday Fellowship 2.00pm
May 13th   Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                 Knit & Natter – Lunch at 12noon
May 15th   Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
May 16th   Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
May 16th   Yorkshire Synod’s Big Day Out at the Yorkshire
                 Sculpture Park. See details on page 7
May 17th   Family Church Service 11.00am
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May 20th   Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                 Knit & Natter – Lunch at 12noon
May 21st   Finance Meeting 10.00am at church
May 22nd  Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
May 23rd   Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
May 24th   Family Church Service 11.00am
May 25th   Marvellous Monday – holiday activity session
                 12.30pm – 3.00pm 
May 27th   Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                 Knit & Natter – Lunch at 12noon
May 29th   Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
May 30th   Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
May 31st   Joint Pastoral Service at Waverley 11.00am

Church meeting dates for your diary
Elders meeting – 5th May on zoom
Church meetings 10th May - 23rd August - 22nd November 
all after the Sunday services.  
Christian Aid Week 10th – 16th May

  
SUNDAY SERVICES IN MAY
All services start at 11.00am unless indicated
May 3rd     Family Church Service – Rev John Jenkinson
                 with Communion 
May10th    Family Church Service – Rev Sarah Fitton 11.00am
                 Church meeting after service  
May 17th    Family Church Service – URC Digital Service
May 24th    Family Church Service – Mark Binns & Kevan  
                                                                           Shuttleworth    
May 31st    Joint Pastoral Service at Waverley 11.00am



page 6

FLOWERS IN CHURCH FOR MAY & JUNE
May 3rd      Margaret Ellis
May 10th    Donation
May 17th    Barbara Brook
May 24th    Chris and Julie
May 31st    Joint Pastorate Service at Waverley URC 
June 7th     Graham & Rebekah Cox & Family
June 14th   June Atkinson
June 21st    Mark & Susan Binns
June 28th    Beverley Whitehead


DUTY ELDERS IN MAY & JUNE
May 3rd       Jo Mawdsley  
May 10th     Julie Johnston
May 17th      Mark Binns
May 24th      Jean Whitehead
May 31st      Joint Pastorate Service at Waverley URC
June 7th       Christine Hall
June 14th     Janet Straughan
June 21st     Jo Mawdsley  
June 28th     Julie Johnston


Big Day Out
Saturday 16th May is Yorkshire Synod’s Big Day Out at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park. A fun-filled day of activities, worship and a chance to enjoy the beauty of the park. Tickets are just £5.50 for adults and children are free. Helen is organizing a free coach which will pick up from the FOCAL Centre and Moldgreen URC. Speak to Helen if you’d like tickets. If you don’t want to go on the coach, you are welcome to make your own way there. Tickets to be booked with Helen by 4th May.
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Tesco Food Collections
Five days a week we receive donations of surplus goods from the Tesco Express store on Long Lane which go into our community food cupboard or are used for groups. If anyone who has transport and would be able to collect a box of items on an occasional basis (particularly when Helen is on holiday) it would be appreciated. The boxes aren’t normally heavy but if needed staff will help you load them into your car. Donations need to be collected between 7am and 10am. If you may be able to help occasionally, please speak to Helen.
Prayer Chain
Over many years a few of our fellowship have been part of a prayer chain and committed to pray at times of greater need.  Once a need was recognised the chain was set in motion and members contacted each other by telephone, to pray. Well, times change – we can now do this by email. A group of the original members and elders have agreed to pray by request.
Sarah has kindly written a prayer to help us along. If at any time you would like to request prayer for yourself or others, please contact Jo Mawdsley who will circulate the request. If you have family or friends or know of other people in need of prayer, you may find the prayer helpful to use on an individual level.                             
PRAYER CHAIN PRAYER
Lord, I lift up this prayer to you because,
I believe in your powerful healing touch,
That, when all our strength is gone from body, mind and soul,
We can rely on you to care for what needs to be cared for,
Heal what needs to be healed.
Hold close, the person (s) we are praying for,
We ask you to lay your presence of calm, love and light
Over them and we entrust their difficulties to you.
As your disciples we pray in and through Jesus’ name.    Amen
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ALL ABOUT ARTHUR
The next Fellowship meeting is this coming Monday afternoon at 2pm and the talk from visiting speaker David Glover is all about Arthur, Arthur Wellesley that is, the 1st Duke of Wellington, and his life was certainly full not only of military success, but womanising, politics and a little bit of skullduggery. He was born in Dublin of aristocratic parents and of course was best known for his military exploits but was also Prime Minister of the UK on two occasions and faced a great deal of hatred from his opponents but not necessarily from the electorate – why not come along to Moldgreen URC and find out the true story of Waterloo?
Then at the beginning of May John Startin will test our knowledge with “Musical Introductions” and later in the month there will not be a meeting due to the Spring Bank Holiday so only two meetings to enjoy before the holiday break.
The meeting schedule for the next three months is now as follows: -
April 27th – David Glover . The Duke of Wellington – All the way to Waterloo.
May 11th -   John Startin – “Musical Introductions”
May 25th – No meeting. Spring Bank Holiday.
June 8th -   George Binns - Alphabet Quiz”. 
June 22nd – George Binns – How to build a stadium without incurring debt.
July 6th -      Jo Mawdsley – Our second-best favourite songs.
July 20th - AGM (followed by tea, coffee and cakes)
Please note the change in meeting on 22nd June when George Binns will resurrect his talk, postponed earlier in the year, about the building of what is now called the Accu Stadium. Lydia Muchemwa is not available on that day.
All meetings begin at 2pm in the small meeting room.           George Binns
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Christian Aid Week - 10th to 16th May
It’s that time of year again – when Christians across the country raise funds for Christian Aid’s programmes, which help those suffering poverty and injustice worldwide.
Since 1957, Christian Aid Week has brought faith and action together to help families survive poverty and violence, and communities rebuild after crisis.   It says: “This is all thanks to the amazing support of churches, communities and individuals. 
“Through our locally led work with partners around the world who are rooted in their communities to lead change, your valuable support will help communities ravaged by poverty and the effects of the climate crisis.  
Christian Aid welcomes anyone who would like to be involved this year in raising support.  And there are various ways to take part:  
· Give online or through collections.  
· Fundraise with friends, family, colleagues or your community.  
· Take part through your church with worship, prayer and events. 
· Volunteer locally to support Christian Aid Week activities.  
Huge cuts in international aid funding s have reduced the level of assistance that’s offered to communities living in a state of crisis.  
A gift from you will help to respond to the ongoing crisis in South Sudan and beyond. Envelopes will be in church for you to donate and if you are a UK taxpayer your donation will add 25% to the value of your gift at no cost to you. Simply fill in the Gift Aid slip and pop it in the envelope.

Small plates are better
How large are your dinner plates?  If you replace 12” plates with 10” plates you could end up eating between 16 and 22 per cent less food. That could mean a loss of two stone over a year. The study at Cambridge University concluded: “Helping people to avoid ‘over-serving’ themselves or others with larger portions of food or drink is likely to …help reduce their risk of overeating.
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Fifty days after Easter
Pentecost. The word means ’50 days after Easter’. It’s the celebration of the gift of the Holy Spirit as recorded in Acts chapter 2, and it’s the birthday of the Church. So far so good; but beyond this, things get a bit hazy for some of us. We are familiar with the idea of God the good Father, and we’ve heard and read of all that Jesus - God the Son - said and did. But the Holy Spirit? Who’s He?!
The images used of the Holy Spirit in scripture can be a bit of a barrier to understanding. Words like ‘spirit’ ‘wind’ ‘flame’ ‘breath’ are all a bit elusive, and they possibly leave us with a feeling that in trying to understand the Holy Spirit we’re chasing rainbows. But if we dig a little deeper, we can see that these images speak of an unhindered force which can be powerful and yet gentle, cleansing and free. 
The Bible is full of images of the Holy Spirit. There is ‘dove’, as seen on many Christmas cards and in stained glass windows. It’s usually white. A white dove image speaks of gentleness and purity, unfettered as it wings its way across the sky.
Then there’s the more difficult word ‘advocate’. Someone who speaks up for us, comes alongside us, someone to aid us in times of need. We could go on with different images which tell us more of the character of the Holy Spirit, but there are two key things to remember. Firstly, this is the spirit of Jesus. All that Jesus was in earthly form; the Holy Spirit is to us now. Jesus is no longer among us as He was two thousand years ago, but the Holy Spirit makes Him available to us now. 
Which brings us to the second point; the Holy Spirit is given by the good Father to us, His children - giving us, as it were, an injection of Jesus’
personality, wisdom and holiness, enabling us to serve as Jesus did, enabling us, as Mother Teresa put it, ‘to do little things with great love’. 
The first Pentecost set the young Church in Jerusalem off on a great adventure which culminated in today’s world where one in three people worldwide say they are Christians. It could be a great adventure for us as we ask God, the good Father, to gift us with the Spirit of Jesus. Let’s do it!
By the Revd Roy Shaw.
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National Smile Month - 11th May – 11th June  
National Smile Month is 50 years old this year.  It is the UK’s largest and longest-running campaign to promote good oral health, aiming to encourage people to brush twice a day with fluoride toothpaste, to cut down on sugar, and to visit the dentist regularly.  Organised by the British Dental Health Foundation, the website offers the following snippets:
Some fun facts about your teeth:
- It takes 43 muscles to frown, but only 17 to smile.
- Some people pick their teeth with keys, earrings, bank notes and even screwdrivers!
- The going rate given by the tooth fairy these days is £2 to £5
- 61% of us have been attracted to someone by their smile alone
- 24% of us would share our toothbrush with our partner, but only 6% of us would share our toothbrush with a celebrity (?!)
- Two thirds of us have less respect for a boss with bad breath!    


1st May - Philip, the apostle with common sense 
Is there someone in church whom you respect for their spirituality and common sense combined? Someone you feel easy about approaching to ask questions? That person’s patron saint should be Philip.   Philip came from Bethsaida and was a disciple of Jesus from early on. He knew how to lead others to Jesus; he brought Nathanael (or Bartholomew) to Him in a calm, kindly way. He knew how to do some financial forecasting: at the feeding the 5,000 it was he who pointed out that without divine help, even 200 pennyworths of bread wasn’t going to feed that crowd. He was the one whom the Greeks approached when they wanted to ask Jesus to show them the Father but didn’t quite have the nerve to approach Jesus directly. People had confidence in Philip’s spirituality, common sense and kindliness. Such a person is a gift to any church! In art, the Apostle Philip has been represented either with a cross, or with loaves of bread.
By the Revd Roy Shaw.
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Not forgetting Ukraine…
The crisis in the Middle East has distracted world attention from Ukraine. But the country is still at war, and its people are still needing help.
Numerous Christian relief agencies are active now in Ukraine and its neighbouring countries, providing emergency aid to those affected by the ongoing conflict.  If you would like to send some support, you might choose to send it through key organisations who mostly work through partners on the ground, channelling humanitarian assistance and long-term care to displaced families, the elderly, and children. These are:
Blythswood Care; CAFOD; Christian Aid; Mission Without Borders; Operation Mobilisation; Salvation Army; and Ukraine Christian Ministries
These organizations work directly with local churches to ensure aid reaches those in the most need, often providing both physical relief and spiritual support. 

Prayer for Pentecost 2026 - By Daphne Kitching
Loving Father and giver of all gifts,
This month we thank You for the gift of Your Holy Spirit which You promise to all who call on Your name, turn away from self-centred living and put their trust in Jesus.  Help us to do that, Lord.
Then, when events in the world and the circumstances of our own lives are difficult to understand, we have Your Holy Spirit who brings life and power. 
He is faithful and constant. He will lead us into all truth and give us the words and thoughts we need to experience Your peace in the midst of turmoil.  At this time when we remember the birth of Your church, may we open our hearts to receive Your Spirit afresh and move into each new day confident that we are yours and that in You is our true security.
In Jesus’ name. Amen                                                       
page 13
[image: ]
All in the month of May

400 years ago, on 4th May 1626 that the Dutch explorer Peter Minuit arrived on the east coast of what is now the USA. He negotiated the purchase of Manhattan Island from the Lenape Native Americans for $24 worth of cloth and buttons. (Equal to about $1,150 today.)
300 years ago, on 25th May 1726 that the world’s first Circulating Library (lending library) was launched by Scottish poet and bookseller Allan Ramsay at his bookshop in Edinburgh. 
250 years ago, on 4th May 1776 that Rhode Island became the first of the Thirteen Colonies to renounce allegiance to the British Crown and instead, to declare independence.
200 years ago, on 29th May 1826 that Ebenezer Butterick, American tailor was born. He and his wife invented tissue paper dress patterns in multiple sizes, and thereby revolutionised home dressmaking.
175 years ago, from 1st May to 15th October 1851 that the Great Exhibition was held in The Crystal Palace, Hyde Park. More than 10,000 exhibitors attended what is regarded as the first World’s Fair.
100 years ago, on 4th to 12th May 1926 that the UK’s General Strike was held. The Trade Union Congress (TUC) called a General Strike in support of 1.2 million coal miners. The strike lasted nine days and had little effect.
90 years ago, on 7th May 1936 that British aviator Amy Johnson made the fastest-ever (at that time) solo flight from England to Cape Town. 
Also 90 years ago, on 27th May 1936 that the RMS Queen Mary began her maiden voyage, sailing from Southampton to New York.
80 years ago, on 11th May 1946 that the first CARE packages for Europe arrived in Le Havre, to help people who were starving after WWII.
75 years ago, on 3rd May 1951 that the Festival of Britain and the Royal Festival Hall in London were opened.
Also 75 years ago, on 9th May 1951 that the Lake District National Park was established as Britain’s second national park.
Also 75 years ago, on 25th May 1951 that British spies Guy Burgess and Donald Maclean fled to Moscow. They were members of the infamous Cambridge spy ring.
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70 years ago, on 24th May 1956 that the first Eurovision Song Contest was held in Lugano, Switzerland. It was won by Switzerland.
65 years ago, on 31st May 1961 that Michael Ramsay became Archbishop of Canterbury (until 1974).
60 years ago, on 6th May 1966 that the Moors Murderers Ian Brady and Myra Hindley were sentenced to life imprisonment for killing five girls, aged 10 to 17.
Also 60 years ago, on 30th May 1966 that British racing driver Graham Hill won the 1966 Indianapolis 500.  He was the only driver in history to win the ‘triple crown of motor racing’: the Formula One World Championship, the 24 Hours of Le Mans, and the Indianapolis 500.
40 years ago, on 9th May 1986 that Tenzing Norgay (Sherpa Tenzing), died. This Tibetan/Nepalese mountaineer had been with Sir Edmund Hillary of New Zealand when in 1953 they became the first people to reach the summit of Mount Everest.  
30 years ago, on 30th May 1996 that the Duke and Duchess of York (Prince Andrew and Sarah Ferguson) were divorced after ten years of marriage.
15 years ago, on 2nd May 2011 that Osama bin Laden, Saudi Arabian-born terrorist, was shot dead by US forces in Pakistan. He was the founder of Al-Qaeda and is thought to have masterminded the 9/11 attacks on the USA.
10 years ago, on 31st May 2016 that Carla Lane, TV screenwriter, died. Best remembered for creating the sitcoms The Liver Birds, Butterflies, and Bread.

Don’t drive when sad
You’ve seen those motorway signs warning you not to drive when you are tired. But now it seems you are far more likely to crash your car if you drive when you are sad, or when you are angry, or when you are agitated.
A study has found that a healthy emotional state is hugely important for your safety at the wheel; being sad, mad or upset can increase your likelihood of a crash by nearly ten-fold.  That compares with fatigue making a crash only three times more likely, while talking on a mobile phone doubles the risk. Having children in your back seat is a very low risk, and chatting to your passenger or moving to music barely raises the risk at all. The study was carried out at Virginia Tech.
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ACROSS
1   Overpowered   (Deuteronomy 11:4) (11)
9  ‘The — are mantled with corn’ (Psalm 65:13) (7)
10 ‘Each man—a sword to his side’ (Exodus 32:27) (5)
11 On the death of Jesus the curtain in the temple was torn from— to bottom (Matthew 27:51) (3)
13 Stagger (Isaiah 28:7) (4)
16 ‘Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought——and doesn’t do it, sins’ (James 4:17) (2,2)
17 Stir up or provoke (Acts13:50) (6)
18 Burden (Luke11:46) (4)
20 ‘As far as the east is from the—, so far has he removed our transgressions from us’ (Psalm 103:12) (4)
21 Sign (Luke23:38) (6)
22 ‘After that, Jesus poured water into a basin and began to—his disciples’ feet’ (John 13:5) (4)
23 The nature of the seven ears of corn which swallowed up the good ears in Pharaoh’s dream (Genesis 41:23) (4)
25 Has (anag.) (3)                                   page16
28 ‘This is the account of Shem, Ham and Japheth, —sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5)
29 ‘I will...make them drunk, so that they...sleep for—and— awake’ (Jeremiah 51:39) (4,3)
30 Paul said of him, ‘he often refreshes me and is not ashamed of my chains’ (2 Timothy 1:16) (11)

DOWN
2  Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5)
3  ‘A bruised — He will not break’ (Matthew 12:20) (4)
4  ‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly — appeared with the angel’ (Luke 2:13) (4)
5  Slip (anag.) (4)
6  ‘Take an awl and push it through his — — into the door, and he will become your servant for life’ (Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4)
7  Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11)
8  ‘Therefore, as we have —, let us do good to all people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11)
12 Acquire (2 Timothy 2:10) (6)
14 Container cover (Numbers 19:15) (3)
15 ‘He...became obedient to death, even death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5)
19 Refrain (1 Peter2:11) (7)
20 ‘She began to—his feet with her tears’ (Luke 7:38) (3)
24 One who worships Brahma, Vishnu or Shiva (5)
25 ‘Give to everyone who—you’ (Luke6:30) (4)
26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills; where does my—come from?’ 
(Psalm 121:1) (4)
27 One of those whom the Lord said would be taken from Jerusalem and Judah as judgment on them (Isaiah 3:2) (4)
Answers for Crossword on page 24
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Taxi/transport arrangements
As agreed, from January 2024 the transport rota was replaced by a subsidised taxi service. This means that people won’t have to worry 
about getting to church services and events. 
Each individual will be responsible for organising their own taxis though, 
if you can set up a sharing arrangement so much the better! Half the cost will be met from church funds.  George Binns has kindly agreed to hold the cash earmarked for this, so please see him for reimbursement. 
This arrangement will be available for church events as follows: Sunday and special services, Monday Fellowship, Wednesday Knit and Natter and Dominoes, Saturday coffee morning, as well as other church events such
as Gift Day.  We really do want people to take up this offer and hope that everyone understands how important it is that people should feel comfortable doing so. 

SATURDAY COFFEE MORNING
Saturday Coffee dates in May – 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th
from 10.00am to 11.30am. 
All welcome.

Who’s been good?
A father of five young children won a toy at a raffle. Back home, he called his children together to let them determine which one should have the present. "Who is the most obedient?" he asked. "Who never talks back to Mother? Who does everything she says?"
Five small voices answered in unison: "You, Daddy!"

                                        Beware bread for ducks
The Canal & River Trust, which looks after Britain’s waterways, has warned that bread is ‘junk food’ for ducks. It can lead to excessive droppings, which spread disease. If bread is left to rot, it can trigger noxious odours which can kill fish and encourage algae, as well as rats and mice. So – what DO ducks eat? Try corn, peas, lettuce and seeds.   
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Nigel Beeton writes: “I promise that I’m not receiving any commission from the Isle of Wight Tourist Board, but we had a lovely couple of weeks on that verdant isle last year. It has much to offer visitors of all ages, but for us, the highlight was spotting a red squirrel as we walked in the woods. This was the first time we’d ever seen a red squirrel in the wild, and it made our holiday!”

Red Squirrels on the Isle of Wight
A sunbeam, in the woods of Wight
Illumines a magenta coat
And, sat within that beam of light.
A squirrel – red! And how we gloat!
Though squirrels are a common sight
We see them nearly ev’ry day
Aloft within the treetops height
But these are never red – just grey.
But there, upon the Isle of Wight
No greys have ever set a paw
So, go! You never know, you might
See squirrels you’ve not seen before.
A lovely island’s best delight –
Red squirrels on the Isle of Wight.
 
SUNDAY COFFEE/TEA JAR
Donations for our Sunday Coffee Jar for this year will be going to Kirkwood Hospice.
Don’t forget to pop some pennies in    
and enjoy a biscuit!
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You and a goldfish’s attention span
How long can you concentrate on any one thing? According to the now infamous study by Microsoft (back in 2015), our digital lifestyles have had such a detrimental impact on our concentration levels that our average attention span has fallen to below that of a goldfish.   
Humans now stay focused for just eight seconds, before being distracted by news alerts, social media and so on – while even a goldfish can concentrate for nine seconds.
And it is not just the endless stream of information that hits us, but the type of information that is so distracting.  Violence and endless conflict can leave you distressed and unsettled.  Medical experts recommend regular non-digital breaks such as a walk, a chat, or even just staring out the window.

Short-staffed
Two men were working for the town council. One would dig a hole and the other would follow behind him and fill the hole in. They worked up one side of the street, then down the other, then moved on to the next street, working furiously all day without rest, one man digging a hole, the other filling it in again. An onlooker was amazed at their hard work but couldn't understand what they were doing. So, he finally approached the hole digger, "I'm impressed by the effort you two are putting into your work, but I don't get it - why do you dig a hole, only to have your partner follow behind and fill it up again?"   The hole digger wiped his brow and sighed, "Well, I suppose it probably looks odd because we're normally a three-person team. But today the guy who plants the trees called in sick."
Packet?
A small boy was asking his mother where he came from and when he heard his mother’s explanation, he replied: ‘Mummy, when God planted the seed in your tummy, was there a photo of me on the packet?’

Darts
Players picked for St Andrew’s darts team will be pinned to the board on Thursday.                                            page 20
SMILE LINES
· The Rector will preach his farewell message, after which the choir will sing: ‘Break Forth into Joy.’ 
· Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members and to the deterioration of some older ones.
· The organist invites any members of the congregation who enjoy sinning to volunteer for the choir.
· At the church meeting last week, the rector spoke briefly and delighted the audience.
· Three elderly ministers, all hard of hearing, were playing golf one sunny spring morning. The Methodist minister observed, “Windy, isn’t it?” “No”, the Baptist pastor said, “It’s Thursday.” The Anglican vicar agreed: “So am I! Let’s go and get a pint.    

Happy 70th Birthday, Eurovision Song Contest
This year’s Eurovision Song Contest, to be held 12th to 16th May in Vienna, will look a bit different as it marks its 70th birthday.
That is because Iceland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Slovenia and Spain have opted out, as a protest to the inclusion of Israel in the contest, following the war in Gaza. That is the largest number of boycotting countries in the contest’s history since 1970. On the other hand, at least Bulgaria, Moldova and Romania are set to return this year.
Eurovision is a long-established annual international celebration of music. This year’s programme will consist of two semi-finals, on 12th and 14th May, and then a final on the 16th.  It will be held at Wiener Stadthalle in Vienna and presented by Victoria Swarovski and Michael Ostrowski. Broadcasters from 35 countries will also participate.
Britain has won the Eurovision five times in 70 years: 
1967	Puppet on a String               1969   Boom Bang-a-Bang
1976	Save Your Kisses for Me      1981   Making Your Mind Up
1997	Love Shine a Light
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RHS lifts its ban on gnomes for Chelsea 
Good news for the gnomes of Britain: they are welcome at the Chelsea Flower Show this year. (19th to 23rd May)
It is only the second time in the history of the world’s most famous gardening event that the RHS has allowed gnomes to appear at the show.
The reason is that the gnomes can help raise money for the next generation of gardeners.
The RHS is inviting celebrities to decorate gnomes to feature at the 2026 show, which will then be auctioned off to raise funds for its flagship ‘Campaign for School Gardening’. The campaign inspires school children to learn through gardening. The hope is to boost their wellbeing, skills and environmental awareness.   
So, if you visit Chelsea Flower Show this year, look out for The RHS and the King’s Foundation Curious Garden. It encourages everyone (even gnomes) to be curious and have fun gardening. The appearance of a gnome or two in the Curious Garden (and elsewhere at the show) will reflect and celebrate a tradition at Highgrove, The King’s residence in Gloucestershire, where a gnome is often to be found in the Stumpery.

National Biscuit Day – 29th May 
Did you know that Britain is the country with the highest biscuit consumption in the world?
According to industry research, we each eat about 500 biscuits a year. And the great biscuit dunking debate - over which biscuit holds up best when dipped in tea – can spark surprisingly passionate discussion.  
Biscuits have been part of our daily lives for centuries. Their dose of sweet, tasty comfort is loved by 2-year-olds and 90-year-olds, and every age in between. 
And so National Biscuit Day is held each year to honour this beloved snack. Our national favourite seems to be the chocolate digestive, followed by shortbread and chocolate fingers. But don’t underestimate the appeal of custard creams, hobnobs, chocolate chip and oatmeal cookies!
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The McVitie’s Digestive, first produced in 1892, is one of the most iconic biscuits in British history. Today, it remains a bestseller alongside other classics like the Rich Tea, the Bourbon, and the Jammie Dodger.  
The word ‘biscuit’ comes from the Latin panis biscotus, meaning ‘twice-cooked bread’. In Roman times, flour-based provisions were baked twice, to remove moisture, making them durable enough for long journeys. Ancient Egyptian sailors and Roman soldiers relied on these early biscuits as a portable, long-lasting food source.
The transformation from practical sustenance to sweet treat began around the seventh century, when Persian bakers added eggs, butter, cream, and eventually sugar and honey to their recipes, creating some of the earliest cookies in history. By the Middle Ages, biscuits had spread across Europe, with each region developing its own favourite.
The Industrial Revolution brought mass production to the biscuit world. British firms like McVitie’s, Huntley and Palmers, and Carr’s produced biscuits on an unprecedented scale. In 1831, Huntley and Palmers even invented the decorative biscuit tin, which not only kept biscuits fresh but also made them an attractive gift item. 


If you have any material or news of the church family you would like including in the JUNE magazine, please give material to Jean Whitehead by hand, post or email to office@moldgreenurc.org.uk on or before FRIDAY 22ND MAY for the magazine deadline.
I am going on holiday on 28th May so please let me have any materials for the magazine in good time. Thank you.


RECYCLING
There is a basket in the church entrance where you may deposit any old Christmas cards/Birthday cards etc and we are also recycling plastic sweet tubs e.g. Heroes, Celebrations etc, empty of course!
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Since youngsters today have their Texting Codes …….
LOL, OMG, TTYL etc:  the oldies decided not to be out done by these kids and now have developed their own Codes.

ATD – at the doctors
BFF -  best friend’s funeral
BTW – bring the wheelchair
BYOT – bring your own teeth
FWIW – forgot where I was
GGPBL – gotta go, pacemaker battery low
GHA – got heart burn again
TFT – texting from toilet
Now share this with some other oldies and make their day.


Golf
Golfer to caddy: “Why didn’t you watch where my ball went?” 
Caddy to golfer: “I’m so sorry. Your ball doesn’t usually go anywhere, 
so, this took me completely by surprise.”
Money
There is the story of a minister who got up one Sunday and announced to his congregation: "I have good news and bad news. The good news is, we have enough money to pay for our new building programme. The bad news is, it's still out there in your pockets."  


Answers to the crossword
ACROSS: 1, Overwhelmed. 9, Valleys. 10, Strap. 11, Top. 13, Reel. 
16, To do. 17, Incite. 18, Load. 20, West. 21, Notice. 22, Wash. 
23, Thin. 25, Ash. 28, Noah’s. 29, Ever not. 30, Onesiphorus. 
DOWN: 2, Value. 3, Reed. 4, Host. 5, Lisp. 6, Ear lobe. 7, Overflowing.
 8, Opportunity. 12, Obtain. 14, Lid. 15, A cross. 19, Abstain. 20, Wet. 
24, Hindu. 25, Asks. 26, Help. 27, Hero.
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