      ACTIVITIES IN CHURCH
Sunday		11.00am  Family Church Service/Communion monthly
			 Curling after Sunday service-(September to April)
                                                                                                                   (twice monthly)

Monday		9.45am  U3A Bridge (cancelled)   
                                       1.30pm  U3A Scottish Dancing
                                       2.00pm  Monday Fellowship (twice monthly)
                                       6.30pm   St John’s Ambulance

Tuesday                  10.00am    Zumba Gold exercise class
                                       11.00am   Pulmonary Rehab Clinic
                                       12.30pm   Pulmonary Fibrosis Support Group 
                                                                  (1st in the month)
			  1.45pm    Sequence  Dance                                      
                                         7.30pm    Huddersfield Miniatures (2nd in month)
			  6.00pm    Huddersfield Choral Society (rehearsals)

Wednesday 		 9.00am     Tumble Tots
			10.00am     Drop-In/Dominoes Coffee morning
			10.00am     Knit & Natter - Lunch 12noon
                                       7.30pm       Friendship Club Dance

Thursday	            9.00am     Childminders
                                        10.00am    U3A Mahjong
			 12.30pm    Pulmonary Rehab Clinic
                                         2.00pm    U3A Social Bridge

Friday	            10.30am   Living Well with Dementia (weekly)
			   1.30pm    Latin Class (Sept-March)
			   2.00pm    Shared Harmonies (weekly)

Saturday		 10.00am-11.30am Coffee Morning
                                         9.00am  Tumble Tots

Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals by arrangement.
Contact: Church Office 01484 430556 email - office@moldgreenurc.org.uk
Enquiries for room hire – email - bookingsformurc@outlook.com
Activities are weekly unless otherwise stated.
U3A classes take place from September through to March. 
Other activities –   concerts are organised during the year.		
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Mission Statement

“WORKING WITH CHRIST AND 
THE COMMUNITY”

What we believe
We take seriously our responsibility to share our faith
and love with others and are seeking avenues of service
and mission in our church, homes, places of work,
communities and across the world.
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                                                                        SEPTEMBER 2026                                                  
Dear Friends,
We made it! Its September – what a whirlwind summer we have been through! 
A summer of heat waves, heat bubbles, strange thunderstorms, heavy rains that came out nowhere and a solar eclipse to boot!
Our Church has also had a challenging period of worship as we have taken on the book of Esther, thrills, spills and nail-biting cliffhangers. We now come to the concluding part of Esther to welcome in September! 
The Book of Esther will end with a celebration for us and hopefully we will praise God for all the great things he has taught us. I hope you have felt rewarded for your bravery, wrestling with very important aspects of faith and the living out of Christian life today. 
I would like to give thanks to those who have given questions in their faith, continuing to seek and find answers to those things on their hearts. These questions have been honest and helpful. Keep them coming! 
Please see further in this magazine for ‘Faith Question 5’.
My hope for you this September is to enjoy the blessings and encouragement of this season, look for the big and the small things that bring joy. 
A small September prayer that I hope will hold you all.

Dear Lord,
Please bless each one of your friends here at Moldgreen 
with committing their September to you, stepping to strong prayer
for breakthrough and abundant grace over their life.
In and through your name. Amen          Blessings Rev Sarah
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News of the church family
We hope you are all keeping well, it is lovely to see our regular congregation on a Sunday and those from our Waverley pastorate who join us occasionally, and not forgetting our ‘zoomers’ at home, plus new people who we have welcomed.  We also welcome our regular groups and new groups who hire space during the week.
We do hope you will continue to pray for all our church fellowship, friends and family, our local community, and the wider world. 
Please continue to remember our members and friends, Brenda McVeigh lives at home, and Margaret Hines and Audrey Greenwood, who are both in residential homes living near their families and those who live at home and are not able to come to church. 
If you are able, please do keep in touch with people, a telephone call and a chat is always welcome.
We ask you to remember and pray for all these people mentioned and others known to you who are unwell or experiencing difficulties. Please remember those who are caring for their loved ones and those of our fellowship, pastorate, family, and friends who have been bereaved. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN SEPTEMBER

Sept 2nd     Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                  Knit & Natter – Lunch 12noon
Sept 4th      Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
Sept 5th     Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
Sept 6th      Family Church Service 11.00am/Communion
Sept 7th      Monday Fellowship 2.00pm     
Sept 9th      Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                  Knit & Natter – Lunch 12noon
Sept 10th    Finance Meeting 10.00am
Sept 11th    Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
Sept 12th    Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
Sept 13th    Family Church Service 11.00am
Sept 15th    Elders Meeting 9.30am Zoom
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Sept 16th    Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                  Knit & Natter – Lunch 12noon
Sept 18th    Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
Sept 19th    Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
Sept 20th    Family Church Service 11.00am
Sept 21st    Monday Fellowship 2.00pm 
Sept 23rd    Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                   Knit & Natter – Lunch 12noon
Sept 25th    Living Well with Dementia 10.30am-2.30pm
Sept 26th    Saturday Coffee Morning 10.00am-11.30am
Sept 27th    Church Anniversary Service 11.00am
                  Church meeting after the service
Sept 30th    Drop-In 10.00am-12noon
                  Knit & Natter – Lunch 12noon


Church meeting dates for your diary
Elders Meeting – 15th September 9.30pm on zoom
Church meetings 27th September - 22nd November 
after the Sunday services. 


SUNDAY SERVICES IN SEPTEMBER
All services start at 11.00am unless indicated
Sept 6th       Family Church Service/Favourite Hymns and Readings
                    Communion
Sept 13th     Family Church Service - Rev Sarah Fitton  
Sept 20th     Family Church Service – Rev Kevin Snyman 
Sept 27th     Church Anniversary Service – Rev Sarah Fitton  
Oct 4th         Harvest Thanksgiving Service – Helen Snashall
Oct 11th       Family Church Service - Rev Sarah Fitton  
Oct 18th       Family Church Service – Stewart Naylor
Oct 25th       Family Church Service - Rev Sarah Fitton
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DUTY ELDERS IN SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER
Sept 6th         Christine Hall   
Sept 13th       Janet Straughan
Sept 20th       Jo Mawdsley
Sept 27th       Julie Johnston
Oct 4th           Mark Binns   
Oct 11th         Jean Whitehead
Oct 18th         Christine Hall
Oct 25th         Janet Straughan

FLOWERS IN CHURCH FOR SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER

Sept 6th             Adrian & Susan Hinchcliffe                  
Sept 13th           Margaret Ellis  
Sept 20th           Vacant
Sept 27th           Dennis & Yvonne Goude 
Oct 4th               John Startin
Oct 11th             Steve & Sheila Tanner
Oct 18th             George & Marion Binns
Oct 25th             Jo Mawdsley

Tesco Food Collections
Five days a week we receive donations of surplus goods from the Tesco Express store on Long Lane which go into our community food cupboard or are used for groups. If anyone who has transport and would be able to collect a box of items on an occasional basis (particularly when Helen is on holiday) it would be appreciated. The boxes aren’t normally heavy but if needed staff will help you load them into your car. Donations need to be collected between 7am and 10am. If you may be able to help occasionally, please speak to Helen.
Typeface
I'm working on a new typeface to be used for church bulletins. 
I call it Baptismal Font.
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Prayer Chain
Over many years a few of our fellowship have been part of a prayer chain and committed to pray at times of greater need.  Once a need was recognised the chain was set in motion and members contacted each other by telephone, to pray. Well, times change – we can now do this by email. A group of the original members and elders have agreed to pray by request.
Sarah has kindly written a prayer to help us along. If at any time you would like to request prayer for yourself or others, please contact Jo Mawdsley who will circulate the request. If you have family or friends or know of other people in need of prayer, you may find the prayer helpful to use on an individual level.                 
          
PRAYER CHAIN PRAYER
Lord, I lift up this prayer to you because,
I believe in your powerful healing touch,
That, when all our strength is gone from body, mind and soul,
We can rely on you to care for what needs to be cared for,
Heal what needs to be healed.
Hold close, the person (s) we are praying for,
We ask you to lay your presence of calm, love and light
Over them and we entrust their difficulties to you.
As your disciples we pray in and through Jesus’ name.    Amen


MONDAY FELLOWSHIP
The schedule from September up to December is as follows:-
Starting again on 7th September.

Sept 7th         Stephen Taylor
Sept 14th       My little bit of G & S, courtesy of Barbara Brook
Oct 5th           George Binns – Musial Mysteries
Oct 19th         David Glover – Madam Tussauds/Chamber of Horrors
Nov 2nd          John and Jean North – General Knowledge Quiz
Nov 16th        Chris Horn – Music is the key
Nov 30th        Our Christmas Celebration
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Dec 16th            3 Course Christmas Lunch (Date to be confirmed later)
Dec 28th           No meeting.
All meetings begin at 2pm in the small meeting room.           
George Binns

Marvellous Mondays – Unite Respect Connect

For 4 weeks of the summer holidays Mondays at Moldgreen URC have been marvellous! We’ve welcomed 22 different families who’ve enjoyed craft sessions, playing board games, had fun with Lego and even learnt some circus skills. We’ve served 142 meals (not including volunteers who have also been fed) plus lots of tea, coffee, squash, cakes and fruit.
Thanks to the 10 volunteers from church and the community who have come along to help and to Tesco on Long Lane for the donation of cakes. 
We’ve also run similar sessions at Waverley URC as well and will be concluding the summer activities there with a teddy bears picnic.
                                                                         Helen Snashall

Taxi/transport arrangements
As agreed, from January 2024 the transport rota was replaced by a subsidised taxi service. This means that people won’t have to worry 
about getting to church services and events. 
Each individual will be responsible for organising their own taxis though, 
if you can set up a sharing arrangement so much the better! Half the cost will be met from church funds.  George Binns has kindly agreed to hold the cash earmarked for this, so please see him for reimbursement. 
This arrangement will be available for church events as follows: Sunday and special services, Monday Fellowship, Wednesday Knit and Natter and Dominoes, Saturday coffee morning, as well as other church events such
as Gift Day.  We really do want people to take up this offer and hope that everyone understands how important it is that people should feel comfortable doing so. 
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Prayer for September 2026

Dear Lord, September – the month of new starts! 
New terms, new groups, new friends, new hopes, every year.
Lord, be with us!
Lord, thank you for the new start you offer us when we put our 
trust in Jesus.
A new start that we make once – and then can renew every day. 
Every time we falter, you pick us up. Every time we come back to 
you, you forgive us and accept us.
Thank you, Lord, for never letting us down, for never leaving or 
forsaking us, that new starts with you are always possible, 
not just in September.
In Jesus’ name, Amen                        by Daphne Kitching


By the Revd Roy Shaw, a retired but active priest in the diocese of York, where he is a spiritual director.
Just Listen!
Techno-dinosaur and curmudgeon that I am, I have clung to my old plug-in satnav for far too long. It has finally given up the ghost, and I have listened to the superior wisdom of Madame-my-wife, and started to use my smartphone, held in place via a holder on the car’s dash, to navigate around areas I’m not familiar with.
Except of course, this morning, I thought I knew better than the info on the phone which advised an unusual route as I set off in the direction of my hydrotherapy session. (Techno-dinosaur, curmudgeon AND falling to bits- what a combination!). And ran into a long traffic queue at the new and extensive road works in the next village. Serves me right! 
There’s value in listening to someone who knows. The data on the phone had already taken into account the fact that the traffic queue would make me late and had re-routed me away from the bottleneck. 
But curmudgeonly dinosaurs often think they know better- to their cost. 

page 8
The art is, of course, in knowing who knows best. There are many false guides in this world, but it is the witness of Christians throughout time and throughout the world that listening to God- in prayer, or through His word- is a trusted way of navigating our way through today’s world where many voices clamour for our attention, not all of which are trustworthy. 
That great Welsh hymn ‘Guide me O thou great Jehovah’ is one of many which sings of our trust in God to guide us. It talks of being pilgrims through a land without waymarks, and it asks God to ‘hold me with Thy powerful hand’. Here is Someone who knows and who is worth listening to. God Himself has said ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you’ (Hebrews 13:5; we can trust the One who will not leave us to guide us down good paths. It’s a life-time’s work to learn to trust in God, but we can improve, we can know the One who says ‘My sheep know My voice’ more clearly. 
May God guide us on all our journeys, and be a lamp unto our feet, and a light unto our path.                                              SOURCE: THE PARISH PUMP
Lester Amann considers the woman who told the truth to Israel.…                                          
Deborah: Woman of Faith and Courage
  
Some people are good working behind the scenes. They don’t make a fuss or want to grab your attention. Instead, they quietly do a job which always gets done, and it is only when they are missing for some reason do we realise the important work that they do!
Deborah was a bit like that. Her name may not be familiar to us, but her story is recorded in the Old Testament Book of Judges. She lived many years after Joshua had taken the former Egyptian captives into the Promised Land. After Joshua's death the Israelites disregarded God's laws. They intermarried with the heathen nations around them, practised all kinds of wickedness and worshipped at pagan shrines. 
So, God responded by punishing His people. He allowed them to fall into the hands of their enemies which resulted in a period of oppression during which the Israelites pleaded to God for mercy. God answered their cries with a judge to deliver them, and Deborah appeared. 
A judge in those days was a compelling figure who rallied the nation at times of defeat and called them back to God's laws and standards. 
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These judges delivered the people from danger and out of sin and rebellion. Into this male dominated society God gave them Deborah, a kind of mother figure. As far as spiritual things were concerned, they were like children and needed mothering!
God revealed to Deborah His plan to save Israel from their enemy. She rallied Barak, to muster the tribes of Israel and lead them into battle against the Canaanites. In an act of great faith, Barak agreed to do this, and Israel entered a period of peace which lasted 40 years. 
The Book of Judges demonstrates God's grace in using unlikely people for His work. At a time when women were regarded of low status and expected to be silent, Deborah responded to God’s call and became an unlikely hero. Deborah's great achievement was to inspire faith in others. Do we know a Deborah? Someone who encourages and supports us or helps another Christian in some vital way?
Deborah was decisive, determined and dauntless in bringing deliverance to her people.  Once God had spoken to Deborah, she knew Israel would be victorious. We need the faith of Deborah. She believed that God was on her side, and He would not fail her. And so must we.
SOURCE: THE PARISH PUMP 
Reflecting Faith - The Revd Dr Jo White considers …
   
Considered how we are welcomed at the beginning of a church service, as we come together to enter into the real presence of God.
Let’s consider how we say ‘goodbye’ at the end of the service.
For the leader of the service doesn’t just say something like, “Thanks for coming, lovely to see you - have a great week.” Rather, there’s a promise and a blessing for each of us as we take what we have ‘received’ from the service into the world.
So, the crunch question is: what do you get out of coming to a church service?
The ideal is: You have been met with a friendly welcome followed by music you love, played at the perfect speed with no squeaky singers in the congregation. Then, an inspiring sermon which gives you something to
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think about for the coming week. After that, prayers that speak of what is 
on your heart and what you have heard on the news that week. Finally, good fellowship and a cuppa after the service, where you can feel part of ‘them’, rather than ignored because you are only visiting. 
Following all that good stuff, you go out of the church with a spring in your step!     Of course, in the real world not all those boxes get ticked.
But still, we can go to church with hope, and ideally, we leave it in peace. The time that we spend together is the ‘easy’ bit. The real challenge begins when we go out the door and back into the daily round of home life and work. But we can be sure that we do not leave God at the church door. He always comes home with us, and He is there to help us throughout the coming week. That is why we can indeed ‘go in peace’

Lester Amann encourages us to ‘phone home’…
Give Him a call!
The phone was a great invention. How easy, to press a few numbers on our small devices and speak to someone the other side of the world. Once a phone was a luxury item; now we take it for granted that this gadget in our pocket enables us to contact anyone, at any time, in any place.
However, how many times have you rung someone, only to be given a recorded message giving a variety of options? Then you must wait in a queue for ages before your call is answered. A voice informs you that ‘your call is important to us’ … but meanwhile you are left waiting, listening to endless music.   
Yes, a phone may be useful in all kinds of circumstances, but they can also be very frustrating! So, it’s good to know that God can be contacted immediately we need Him. 
There is no celestial call centre where our messages are delayed or referred. With prayer we can call on God directly. This service is free, with no charges. He hears our every call, and we can be confident that our Creator will answer us in ways which are only for our good. 
‘When you pray, I will answer you. When you call to me, I will respond.’ (Isaiah 58:9)
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ACROSS
1  ‘Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders — in vain’ (Psalm 127:1) (6)
4  Season of the year (Psalm 84:6) (6)
7  ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. — here and keep watch with me’ (Matthew 26:38) (4)
8  It came over the whole land from the sixth to the ninth hour on the first Good Friday (Luke 23:44) (8)
9  Paul invariably did this in the synagogues he visited on his missionary journeys (Acts 17:2) (8)
13 ‘It is God who works in you to will and to — according to his good purpose’ (Philippians 2:13) (3)
16 Members of the Church of Scotland (13)
17 ‘Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountain side and — 
down’ (Matthew 5:1) (3)
19 Mock(Luke14:29)(8)
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24 Disgrace(Psalm44:13)(8)
25 First month of the Hebrew calendar (Exodus13:4)(4)
26 Christianity of the Britons before Augustine arrived from Rome(6)
27 Mean (Numbers 35:23)(6)

DOWN
1  ‘Whoever finds his life will — it’ (Matthew 10:39) (4)
2  ‘My lord the king, let the — — on me and on my father’s family,
and let the king and his throne be without guilt’ (2 Samuel 14:9) (5,4)
3  O raid (anag.) (5)
4  ‘If two of you on earth — about anything you ask for, it will be done 
for you by my Father in heaven’ (Matthew 18:19) (5)
5  Take care of (1 Samuel 17:15) (4)
6  What the older son heard as he came near the house the day his prodigal brother came home (Luke 15:25) (5)
10 ‘Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought,but rather think of yourself with — judgment’ (Romans 12:3) (5)
11 Do ten(anag.)(5)
12 Architectural style first used in Greek temples in the sixth century BC (5)
13 Capable of being used(1Kings7:36)(9)
14 ‘Each one should — his own actions’(Galatians6:4)(4)
15 Among the items imported by Solomon’s fleet of trading ships 
(1 Kings 10:22) (4)
18 ‘But I am afraid that just —— was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray’ (2 Corinthians 11:3) (2,3)
20 Outstanding 18th-century hymn writer, — Watts(5)
21 One of the four sons of Asher (Genesis46:17)(5)
22 Be distressed (Proverbs 24:19)(4)
23 He was the father of Gaal, who threatened rebellion against Abimelech (Judges 9:28) (4)
Answers to crossword on page 24
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How often should you change your sheets?
Ever wonder that?  
When the question was put to various sleep coaches and sheet manufacturers, they came up with a variety of things to consider.
Once a week is thought to be good practise by many, but no more than twice a week, or you risk putting unnecessary wear and tear on your bedlinen.
Do you bath at night or in the morning? It matters, because that determines how much dust and sweat you will be taking to bed with you each night.
Do your pets sleep with you? In that case you may wish to change your bedding more than once a week. They may be leaving the odd flea, tick and certainly some fur in your bed.
Do you have allergies? If they include dust mites, it may be worth changing your bed every three to four days. Allergy UK advises a 60 degree wash to kill dust mites. 
And finally, don’t rush to make your bed each morning. Instead, pull back the sheets, open the window, and give it some time to air. 

Can’t sleep? Could these drinks be keeping you awake?
Sleep experts suggest the following possible suspects:
Alcohol. It interferes with the way your brain shuts down for the night. It can disrupt the deeper, more restorative level of sleep that you need.
Hot chocolate. Here it is the added sugar that is the problem. It gives you an energy boost that you don’t need at bedtime!
Tea or coffee in the afternoon. Caffeine stays in your system for at least five hours. 
That glass of water by your bed. It will probably wake you up in the night. Instead, consider increasing your liquid intake earlier in the day.
But if you really want a drink at bedtime, here are three that might help: Chamomile tea has an antioxidant called apigenin, which promotes sleepiness. Warm milk contains tryptophan, an amino acid that helps produce serotonin and melatonin. And peppermint tea soothes your digestive system. 
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Why wearing slippers isn’t always so cosy
Many of us love the comfort of wearing our slippers around the house. They are warm and cosy and keep the carpets clean.  
But – if you wear them for many hours a day, beware: slippers can be dangerous when they show signs of wear and tear. Soles with holes, flaps, worn down backs, or frayed uppers are the reasons for thousands of painful falls each year. 
How sturdy are your slippers? If you can fold them in half, they are not supporting your feet. So, walking on the hard floors in your home will mean that the impact from each step goes straight to your knees, hips and lower back. 
And what about arch support?  Anyone with arthritis, sciatica, knee and back pain or plantar fasciitis will really struggle without it.
Instead, slippers need to have a rubbery cushioned thick sole, which provides some shock absorption. And they need to have a heel cup indentation, so it is easy to keep the slipper on. Otherwise, you will be clawing your foot to hang on to them, which will put strain on the tendons below. Some people find that croc-style clogs are a good option.
At the end of the day, it pays to be good to your feet. They are a complicated and wonderful mix of 26 bones, 33 small joints, 29 muscles, and dozens of tendons, ligaments, nerves and blood vessels. In the words of the Psalmist, your foot is ‘fearfully and wonderfully made’ and deserves your protection and support.


GIFT DAY 2026
.
A very big THANKS TO YOU ALL for making Gift Day such a success 
on 12th July.    An enjoyable day was had by all.
The figure now stands at £18,462 and I will let you have the individual figures in next month’s magazine    
                                                       Ian K. Whitehead - Treasurer
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Back to School - facing that first Day  
No matter how old we are, we can probably remember our first day at school – being left at the door, meeting children we did not know, separated from the adults we did know and had trusted since the day we were born. But on the other hand, there was the excitement: a big step along the road of life, new friends to make, another adult to become important in our lives. Yes, quite a lot to handle when you’re rising five!
And that’s what hundreds of thousands of children are going to experience this month. Parents may have prepared them for it, and they may in a slightly apprehensive way be looking forward to it, but it must feel to the five-year-old like a massive step into the unknown.
Not much less is the anxiety of mum, who leaves her precious child, proudly resplendent in their new school uniform, in the reception classroom. Will he or she suddenly panic, and cry for that familiar parental cuddle? Will they feel abandoned in an alien setting? Will they like the teacher?
Of course we’ll be praying for them, and we know that like millions of others before them they will very probably eventually decide that their schooldays were among the best of their lives. But end of class can’t come soon enough for mum on that first day! How wonderful when they come running out, laughing and excited, clutching a piece of paper with some obscure crayon marks on it – written evidence of their first day’s education.

All in the month of SEPTEMBER
90 years ago, on 7th September 1936 that Buddy Holly, the American rock and roll singer and hits was born. Killed in a plane crash in 1959.
Also 90 years ago, on 21st September 1936 that Frank Hornby, British inventor, died.  Remembered for Meccano, Hornby Model Railways and 250 years ago, on 9th September that the Second Continental Congress adopted the name United States, which replaced United Colonies.
200 years ago, on 5th September 1826 that John Wisden, British cricketer was born. Founder of Wisden’s Cricketers’ Almanac. Launched with 112 pages in 1864, it now runs to 1500 pages and is the bible of cricket.
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175 years ago, on 19th September 1851, Wiliam Lever, 1st Viscount Leverhulme, was born.  Co-founder of Lever Brothers with his brother James.  Now called Unilever, this global consumer goods company operates in more than 190 countries.
125 years ago, on 29th September 1901 that Enrico Fermi, Italian-born American physicist was born.  Creator of the first nuclear reactor, he became known as the ‘architect of the nuclear bomb.’
Also 90 years ago, on 21st September 1936 that Frank Hornby, British inventor, died.  Remembered for Meccano, Hornby Model Railways and Dinky Toys.
Also 90 years ago, on 30th September 1936 that Pinewood Studios in Buckinghamshire were officially opened.
80 years ago, on 5th September 1946 that Freddie Mercury, Zanzibar-born British rock singer and songwriter was born. As lead singer of Queen, he sold more than 250 million records worldwide. Died of bronchial pneumonia resulting from AIDS in 1991. 
70 years ago, on 25th September 1956 that the world’s first transatlantic cable, TAT-1, went into service. It could carry 36 simultaneous calls, later increased to 72.  It was retired in 1978.
65 years ago, on 11th September 1961, that the World Wildlife Fund (now the Worldwide Fund for Nature) was founded in Switzerland. Nowadays it is the world's largest conservation organisation, operating in nearly 100 countries with over 35 million supporters.
60 years ago, on 8th September 1966 that the Severn Bridge was officially opened. Linking Wales and England over the rivers Severn and Wye, it carries about 32,000 vehicles a day. 
50 years ago, on 5th September 1976 that the first episode of the Muppet Show was broadcast on ITV in the UK. It attracted 15 million viewers and ran for five series until March 1981.
40 years ago, on 7th September 1986 that Desmond Tutu became the first black Archbishop of Cape Town.  Retired in 1996.
30 years ago, on 27th September 1996 that the Taliban seized control of Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan.  Mullah Omar was installed as Head of the Supreme Council and ruled until 2001.
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25 years ago, on 11th September 2001 that the terrorist attacks on America took place. Al-Qaeda terrorists hijacked four planes and crashed them into the World Trade Centre’s Twin Towers in New York, into the Pentagon, and into a field in Pennsylvania (following a passenger revolt – the intended target was Washington DC). 2,973 people were killed and 6,000 were wounded.
20 years ago, on 3rd September 2006 that Andre Agassi announced his retirement due to back problems. He was 36, a former world number one in tennis, and the 1996 Olympic champion.

To: All members and adherents of
United Reformed Churches and our Local Ecumenical Partnerships
Dear Friends,
This letter is designed to give you an indication of the denomination’s central finances but is necessarily a brief over-view. Your church (or group) treasurer has a letter giving more detail which we are sure they will be delighted to share with you. 
The letter to church members is deliberately light on financial data. Its main purpose is to simply say “thank you to each person in your 
congregation”.                               
In recent years, on the Ministry and Mission (M&M) Fund, we have seen a gradual decline in church contributions and the shortfall on synod’s pledges have been made up by the synods themselves.  
We are hugely grateful to the synods for their generosity but recognise this is not sustainable over the long term. It is also of concern that the weakness of church contributions weakens the covenant that binds us together as a denomination, namely that those with resources contribute to supporting those who have less.
The central URC budget for expenditure (for 2026) includes a number of areas of expected costs reduction, significantly in staffing. Some very hard choices have been made and implemented. On the other hand, the URC needs to buy in expertise that we need for our world of increasing regulation and oversight, in view of the scarce resources available from
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 volunteers. We hope that at local church level you will take a moment to
 reflect on the expertise (paid and unpaid) that steers the URC through all we have to do to be compliant with complex regulation. 
Please pray for us!.
We know you have some of these challenges at local level too. We hope that one of the outcomes of the Church Life Review and Church Life Fund going forward will be the availability of URC resources and advice that can be accessed by local congregations. Ask your Church Secretary about these and look at this year’s General Assembly decisions.       
The annual audited accounts of the URC (for the year ended 31 December 2025) are now finalised and were published just before General Assembly. You can find a copy at https://urc.org.uk/trustees-report-and-financial-statements/
The accounts of the M&M Fund (the greater, but not only part of the URC Trust finances) show our total income £670,000 ahead of budget, but our costs were around £610,000 higher than expected. The deficit for the year on the M&M fund was around £650,000. We had hoped for much better.   
So, thank you to all who continued to contribute to your local church, thank you to all those churches who met their commitment for 2025 in full, and thank you to all those who, in adversity, continued to treat the M&M Fund as the first priority and paid what they could. 
If you have any questions or comments arising from this letter, please speak to your church treasurer who has been provided with more detailed information. If they are not able to help directly then they can get in touch with the finance team at Church House.
Yours in Christ,
Alan Yates (Treasurer)  
Vaughan Griffiths (Deputy Treasurer)

Faith Question 5
Will all good people go to Heaven.  When will it be full?    Then what?
Thank you to the person who asked this 3-part question regarding what will happen when we die and where we might go.
Let us take them in order. Will all good people go to heaven?
page 19
I want to pick up on the word ‘good’ and how this impacts our Christian life and the promise of eternal life. In the Bible it never says ‘good’ people go to heaven and ‘bad’ people go to hell, that is something which over the generations we have misinterpreted and mistaught. Within our Christian lives, we are assuming Christians are ‘good’ people – but in fact we are all sinners and trying our best to follow God. We have to be reminded that it’s not in our own strength that we live our lives but by God within us – therefore no matter how ‘good’ we think we are, we cannot earn our way into heaven. God doesn’t work on a point system but by grace.
It is Jesus, that is the grace and the salvation that brings us into the Good News and the promise of eternal life. God says anyone is worthy of my love, so much so God does everything he can to let us know of his presence and to know him personally.
In John’s Gospel he speaks on this John Chapter 3 v 16 ‘God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life’. So, it is not goodness but belief. 
God is open to all.     
Further into John’s Gospel Jesus speaks to his disciples and to us
 about heaven;     John 14 1-7          
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know[b] my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”
There is a room prepared for me and for you and for all. This scripture answers the second part of our question, when will it be full? Heaven will never be full, because heaven is infinite, and God has created heaven for
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all, a place for all and will judge all. I want to say at this point that I can only go off what the Bible says in faith on this, as I am not dead nor has any human, who has died come back to let us know of this. We have to have trust and belief in God’s words and Jesus’ actions on earth.
The last part, then what?’ to round up our discussion today, is still relevant because if Heaven is never full then what? Well, this is now going down the route of the rapture! In Revelation, it tells us (also written by John) Revelation 21 v 1 ‘Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away’. God will make all things new, not doing away with us put providing us a new form of being. I hope that you are left with the assurance that God loves you, that you can believe and live in faith knowing that God has a place for you in the life you know here on earth and the unknown place of heaven and the in the eternal, perpetual story of God.        Amen

                                            God's Creation 
On the first day, God created the dog and said,
"Sit all day by the door of your house and bark at anyone who comes in or walks past. For this, I will give you a life span of twenty years."
The dog said. "That’s a long time to be barking. How about only ten years and I’ll give you back the other ten?"
So, God agreed.
On the second day, God created the monkey and said, "Entertain people, do tricks, and make them laugh. For this, I’ll give you a twenty-year life span."The monkey said. "Monkey tricks for twenty years? That’s a pretty long time to perform. How about I give you back ten like the Dog did?"
And God agreed.
On the third day, God created the cow and said,
"You must go into the field with the farmer all day long and suffer under the sun, have calves and give milk to support the farmer’s family. 
For this, I will give you a life span of sixty years."
The cow said. "That’s kind of a tough life you want me to live for sixty years. How about twenty and I’ll give back the other forty?"
And God agreed again.
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On the fourth day, God created man and said:
"Eat, sleep, play, and enjoy your life. For this, I’ll give you twenty years."
But man said. "Only twenty years? Could you possibly give me my twenty, the forty the cow gave back, the ten the monkey gave back, and the ten the dog gave back; that makes eighty, okay?
“Okay." Said God. "You asked for it."
So that is why for our first twenty years we eat, sleep, play 
and enjoy ourselves. For the next forty years we slave in 
the sun to support our family. 
For the next ten years we do monkey tricks to entertain the grandchildren. 
And for the last ten years we sit on the front porch and bark at everyone! 
  Sent in from Jean North. 
SMILE LINES
Wedding guest 
A little boy at Sunday School learned about the time Jesus went to a wedding and changed the water into wine. "And what did you learn from that story?" asked his father afterward. The boy thought for a moment 
and answered, "If you're having a wedding, make sure Jesus is there."

Questions
The phone rang. It was a salesman calling from a mortgage refinance company: "Do you have a second mortgage on your home?"  I said no.
"Would you like to consolidate all your debts?" 
I explained that I had no debts.SUNDAY COFFEE/TEA JAR
Donations for our Sunday Coffee Jar for this year will be going to
Kirkwood Hospice.
Don’t forget to pop some pennies in
and enjoy a biscuit!






"How about freeing up cash for home improvements?" 
I said I was happy with what I had already.
There was a brief silence, and then he asked, "Are you looking for a 
husband?"

Shops
Grandfather talked often about the ‘good old days’, when the cost of living was much lower.  “When I was a lad,” he exclaimed, “my mother could send me to the local shop and I’d get some mince, two pints of milk, some 
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bread, some tinned rice and a magazine – all for less than a pound!”  His young grandson protested: “You couldn’t do that now. They got those video cameras everywhere you look.”

Get rid
A man bought a new fridge for his house. To get rid of his old fridge, he decided to put it outside in his front garden, along with a sign saying: ‘Free to good home.’  For three days the fridge sat there without even one person looking twice at it. 
So eventually the man changed the sign to read: ‘Fridge for sale: £30’. The next day someone stole it.

Commandment
A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five and six-year-olds. After explaining the commandment to ‘honour thy father and thy mother’, she asked "Is there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?" 
Without missing a beat one little boy answered, "Thou shall not kill."

Eve’s arrival
At Sunday School they were teaching how God created everything, including human beings. Little Charles seemed especially intent when they told him how Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs. Later in the week his mother noticed him lying down as though he were ill, and she said, "Charles, what is the matter?" Little Charles responded solemnly, "There’s a pain in my side. I think I'm going to have a wife."
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If you have any material or news of the church family you would like to include in the OCTOBER MAGAZINE, please give material to Jean Whitehead by hand, post or email to:               office@moldgreenurc.org.uk on or before
Sunday 20thSeptember for the magazine deadline please!!!

 

RECYCLING
There is a basket in the church entrance where you may deposit any old Christmas cards/Birthday cards etc and we are also recycling plastic sweet tubs e.g. Heroes, Celebrations etc, empty of course!


Answers to the crossword
ACROSS: 1, Labour. 4, Autumn. 7, Stay. 8, Darkness. 9, Reasoned. 13, Act. 16, Presbyterians. 17, Sat. 19, Ridicule. 24, Reproach. 25, Abib. 26, Celtic. 27, Intend. 
DOWN: 1, Lose. 2, Blamerest.3, Radio.4, Agree. 5, Tend. 6, Music. 
10, Sober. 11, Noted. 12, Doric. 13, Available. 14, Test. 15, Apes. 
18, As Eve. 20, Isaac. 21, Ishvi. 22, Fret. 23, Ebed.
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